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ONLY 


SPORTS 
HAS GOT 'EM! 


- Superbowl ‘94 
AFC Football F Playoffs 
°12 Sports Cardinal 
Coverage ae 
Suns Jam Session aS 
with Charles Barkley 
* Belmont Stakes 
© World Figure Skating 
' Championships 
12 Sports High School 
- Football Profiles 


America’ s and the d 

Valley’ S biggest Sport- K. 
ing events, brought to : 
you by Arizona's most. - 

experienced sports 

team. Join Bill Denney, 

Steve Pascente and 
Mark Lewis. Channel 2 ie 
is Arizona's Sports 

Station! 
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ARIZONA'S SPORTS STATION 


BROPHY PREP SALUTES 1992-93 


STUDENT 


Dap’s CLuB 
DISTINGUISHED STUDENT AWARD 
FALL 1992 SPRING 1993 
Andy Chasin Mark Chase 
Ted Chaplain Bob Dunn 
Alex Chaudhry Brian Frakes 
Eric Gilbert Kevin Greene 
Weldon Gilcrease Robert Hackett 
Steve Herman Chris Hawn 
Brett Kitei Jeff Hughes 
Michael Kroeger Michael Johnson 
Anthony Merrill Daniel Kasen 
Chris Murphy Roberto Moreno 
Edgar Ramirez Jerry Santos 
Chris St. Hilaire Ritchie Torno 
Rick Wood Walter Ulrich 
Brian Zavislak 


===> 


——@— _ AIANomnt 


SENIOR 
"SCHOLAR- 
ATHLETE” 
AWARD 


Jon Wente 


"SCHOLAR- 
ATHLETE OF 
THE YEAR” 


Weldon Gilcrease 


NATIONAL 
MERIT 
SCHOLARS 


Jason Barchi 
Andrew Diaz 
Edward Dunal 
Fred Fidler 

Eric Gilbert 
Henry Hebing 
Daniel Kasen 
Maulik Shah 
Steve Tammelleo 
Ryan Thompson 


ATA “SCHOLAR- 
ATHLETE” TEAM 
AWARDS 


(These teams had a minimum 
3.1 cumulative GPA or better.) 


Basketball 

Cross Country 

Golf 

Soccer 

Swimming & Diving 
Tennis 

Track & Field 
Volleyball 

Wrestling 


AIA INDIVIDUAL “SCHOLAR- 
ATHLETE” AWARDS 
(3.5 GPA or better semester) 

Chris Babbitt Andy Klemmer 
Andy Altman Reed Klauer 
Jack Barnes Jason Krause 
Erik Berg Doug Kunath 
Robert Byrne Mike Markham 
Kevin Calihan Andy Martin 
Ted Chaplain Greg Mastin 
Patrick Carney Rob McGehee 
Mark Chase John Monroe 
Ryan Clemens John Moran 
Dave Colletti Chris Murphy 
Scott Coolidge Pat Marquez 
Marcus DeVille Rob Naujokaitis 
Conrad Diven Mike Pabst 
Mike Dolmage Brett Polachek 
Kostas Economopoulos Aaron Qureshi 
Russell Esquivel Shane Riches 
Jack Feix Paul Rios 
Sam Fishleder Mark Rudisill 
Matt Garlick Danny Speros 
Chris Genrich Jeff Strange 
Weldon Gilcrease Nick Switanek 
Seth Glogower Chad Thompson 
Chris Hanhila Rich Torno 
Ben Herndon Walter Ulrich 
Lee Heyne Hector Villagomez 
Steve Iverson Samuel Weigt 
Brett Kitei Rick Woods 


“Jesuit Education for Young Men Since 1929" 


Brophy College Preparatory 


4701 North Central Avenue # Phoenix, Arizona 85012 (602) 264-5291 


IBM OS/2 
Sunkist 
Fiesta Bow , 


ate 
“oe 


Salutes the 
Phoenix Metro 
Players of the Year 


.. Mike Mitchell, Brophy Prep, HB 

.. Sam Salts, St. Mary's, WB/DB/K 

... Grady Benton, Mesa, QB 

.. Brian Drew, McClintock, RB/RS 

.. Mike Salmon, Greenway, WB/DB/K 
.. Kevin Galbreath, Maryvale, RB 

.. Nathan LaDuke, Alhambra, QB/DB 
... Cleveland Colter, Jr., McClintock, RB/DB 
.. Steve Belles, St. Mary's, QB 

.. John Walker, Marcos de Niza, QB 

... Glenn Rogers, Agua Fria, RB 

.. Frank Rudolph, Coronado, DE 

.. Jimmy Williams, Tempe, LB 

.. Todd Shell, Mountain View, LB 

.. Rory Barnett, Trevor Browne, RB (jr) 
... Mike Pagel, Washington, QB 

.. Greg Brady, Coronado, QB 

.. Brian Felix, Phoenix Union, RB/DB 
.. David Mitchell, St. Mary's (jr) 

.. Rob Wilson, Coronado, QB/DB 

.. Keith Sobraski, Coronado, DT 

.. Fred Mortensen, Tempe, QB 

.. Bob Breunig, Alhambra, FB/LB 

.. Danny White, Westwood, QB 

.. Bill Mannion, St. Mary's, QB 

.. Tim Smith, St. Mary's, FB 

.. Bob Soza, Westwood, TB 

.. Bill Dunning, Mesa, RB 

.. Richard Griffin, Westwood, T 

.. Earliest Nelson, South Mountain, RB 
.. Everett Rollins, Arcadia, RB 

.. Andy Livingston, Mesa, RB 

.. Ted Lawrence, South Mountain, G 


Brophy Prep All-American Mike Mitchell 
(Gazette photo by Scott Troyands) 


1959 ... 
1958 ... 
1957 ... 
1956 ... 
1955... 
1954... 
1953 ... 
1952... 
1951... 
1950 ... 
1949... 
1948 ... 
1947 ... 
1946... 
1945... 
1944... 
1943... 
1942... 
1941. 
1940... 
1939'..; 
1938 ... 


Bob Olson, South Mountain, RB 

Lewis Albright, Scottsdale, RB 

Eddie Wilson, Chandler, QB 

Warren Livingston, Mesa, RB 

George Greathouse, Phoenix Union, RB 
George Greathouse, Phoenix Union, RB (jr) 
Kenny Aycock, North, RB 

Jack Stovall, St. Mary's, E 

Bob Black, Phoenix Union, E 

Don Beasley, Mesa, FB 

Danny Seivert, St. Mary's, RB 

Gene Brown, Phoenix Union, FB 

Dan Russell, Mesa, QB 

Whizzer White, Mesa, RB 

Whizzer White, Mesa, RB (jr) 

Bill Yeoman, Glendale, C 

Bill Yeoman, Glendale, C (jr) 

Jim Nafziger, North, FB/LB 


. Auldrick Imboden, Mesa, E 


Pat Higgins, St. Mary's, RB 
Loren La Prade, Phoenix Union, T 
Horace Griffin, Jr., Mesa, QB 


“Arizona's Hottest Ticket” 


TO ALL ARIZONA HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL PLAYERS AND COACHES 


BEST OF LUCK IN THE COMING SEASON! 
REMEMBER, YOU'RE ALL WINNERS! 


STAY ON TOP WITH 
" ... THE BEST IN SPORTS MEDICINE..." 
ACCORDING TO VIM & VIGOR MAGAZINE 


A TRADITION OF CARING; A TRADITION OF EXCELLENCE 


266-1966 
or 
940-0077 


OFFICES NEAR CHRIS-TOWN, IN SCOTTDALE AND THE EAST VALLEY 


Barry Sollenberger's 1993 Phoenix Metro 


FOOTBAL 


Publisher/Editor 
Barry C. Sollenberger 


Contributing Editors 
David Kukulski 
Barry Joseph Sollenberger 
Lonnie Collins 
Jeff Krider 
Bart Conley 


Also Contributing 
Betsy Howard 
Linda McCleary 
Carol Downey 

Ron Cosner 

Gerald Kirkpatrick 

Suzie Hershey 


Gary Rausch 


6951 1 inst St. 
Scottsdale, AZ 85251 
(602) 946-9410 


Ticket Seav 


“Good luck Scottsdale teams!” 


(Photo courtesy Dallas Cowboys) 


SUPER BOWL ARIZONAN ... Dallas Cowboy linebacker Darren Woodson (28), a Phoenix Maryvale graduate, is the latest in a 
growing list of Arizona schoolboy products to earn a Super Bowl ring. Last fall, 28 former Arizona high school alumni dotted 
NFL rosters on opening day, a record for the Grand Canyon State (see page 62). 


TEMPE UNION 
HIGH SCHOOL 
DISTRICT 


"Success on the Football Field 
and in the Classroom 
since 1924!" 


Corona del Sol 


Tempe Union Mountain Pointe Marcos de Niza 


Seven State Football Just 14 Different 
Championships! Head Coaches 
In Past 25 Years! 
142 First-Team 
All-State Players! Teams Compete 
In Tough Central 
15 Prep & Hast Valley Regions 
All-Americans! of Class 5A & 4A! 


12 Professional Players Outstanding Facilities 
Since 1970! For Every Sport! 


711 Friday Night Two State Football 
Victories! Championships in 1989! 


Dr. James D. Buchanan, Superintendent 
Don Wilkinson, Director of Athletics 


District Offices, 500 West Guadalupe, Tempe, AZ, 85283, (602)839-0292 


Phoenix Metro Football 


IRGSKOF TOUTS as fase iveiiteacel ty cevercid eavethivssiveeventetastnseysnirsancentensert® 8 
ASU Preview: Blast From The POST? ...ccceeeteereeenieee 18 
FOIST SEGUT TON MNS ROUTES! access techs -usecasssecueuarsenacancuinsnnaonaentaebacreyn 23 
1993 Phoenix Metro Friday Night HErO@S..... cece 27 


1993 Phoenix Metro Checklist 
Class 5A Preview 
Class 4A Preview 
Class 3A-2A-1A PrevieW usec ck 
All-Time Phoenix Metro Football RECOrS.... ccc eeeeeees 50 
10 Years Ago: Mountain View All TRE WOY.. cece 54 
20 Years Ago: Gilbert's Tiger Den 
30 Years Ago: Mesa Fairest Of Alll 
AO Years Ago: North's ThUNderING HEL woo. cieceesteeseeteeteeteetsenes 60 
Arizona Schoolboy Pro Parade 
ANIZOMGN REMMGIS ieaiciasecresesanrvvssvecsiencateiseaissvanaerinssesastertronevoatees 
Junior College PrevieW vocccccccccscccccsssisestsessesesees 
Phoenix Cardinals' Draft: A-Plus 
SIP CSSIIGHSHOMS! QUIZ iisevsccssnsvasesut veccesaevavesssvacasinviovenean caxesvonesenys 


Grady Benton cover photo: Mesa Tribune 


PHOENIX METRO FOOTBALL MAGAZINE is published annually by Phoenix 
Metro Publications, P.O. Box 27564, Tempe, AZ 85285, phone (602) 967-7256 and 
(602) 955-3303, in association with Saguaro Sports Publications. Sold at news- 


stands and sporting goods stores throughout the Valley of the Sun. 


UNBEATABLE 
BURGER & 
BIG SCREEN 
TELEVISION 


2303 N. 44th St. 
Phoenix 
840-2726 


5220 W. Indian School 
Phoenix 
245-0061 


1211 N. Country Club 
Mesa 
834-637 1 


2747 W. Southern Ave. 
Tempe 
438-1627 


7020 E. 3rd Ave. 
Scottsdale 
946-4410 


3002 N. Arizona Ave. 
Chandler 
926-2843 


Metro Index of Teams 


A QUATBTIAL : asisaseveusecatsiasrarssediavsesesssuseeied 4 

Alhambra ........... 5 
Apache Junction 
Apollo 
Arcadia .. 
Arizona Lutheran 
Arizona Rattlers ..... 
Arizona State Univ 
Bourgade Catholic. 
Brophy Prep 
Buckeye 
CAaCtuSicssciceassan. 
Cactus Shadow: 
Camelback 
rl Hayden. 
Grande... 
Centennial 
Central... 
Chandler 
Chaparral .. 
Corona del Sol 


Coronado.. 
Cortez. 
Deer Valley .. 
Dobson 


Fountain Hills .. 
Gila Bend 
Gilbert... 
Glendale 
Glendale Community College 
Goldwater... 
Greenway 


Highland 
Horizon... 
Independence 
Ironwood... 
Marcos de N 
Maricop: 
Maryvale 
McClintock. 
MGS As crntecitsivncnecemees seaermeera 
Mesa Community College... 
Moon Valley 
Mountain Point 


Mountain View .... 
North 

North Canyon.. 
Northwest Community Christian 
Paradise Valley 


cet 
e will pe d 
sonetisple from Wee 


PO OWA sicsscsisessscasseasssesssencsreesssondessserias 40 
Phoenix Cardinals ... 
Phoenix Christian . 
Phoenix College 
Prescott .... 

Queen Creek . 
Red Mountain 
Saguaro 


Salome . 
Seton Catholic 
St. Mary's..... 
Scottsdale Christian Academy.. 


Scottsdale Community College 
Shadow Mountain 
South Mountain. 
Sunnyslope 


Tempe Union. 
Thunderbird... 
Tolleson 
Trevor Browne 
Valley Christian.. 
Washington . 
Westview 
Westwood... 
Wickenburg 


We Salute The 
First West Bank Tempe City 


1333 West Broadway Road e 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 High School 


602-894-1291 
A SUBSIDIARY OF UPBANCORP, INC. Players of the Year 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 


1992.......Kenny Wheaton, McClintock, DB 
1991.......Armon Williams, Valley Christian, QB/DB 
1990 Andrew McCormick, McClintock, RB/DB 
1989 Brian Drew, McClintock, RB/RS 

1988 Dan-iel Taplin, Tempe, TE/DE (jr.) 
1987 Bart James, McClintock, DB/K 

1986 Willy Lira, Marcos de Niza, QB 
1985........Cleveland Colter, McClintock, WR/DB 
1984 Rich Groppenbacher, McClintock, WR 
1983. John Walker, Marcos de Niza, QB 
1982.......Shawn Patterson, McClintock, T 

1981 Glenn Dennard, Corona del Sol, WR 
1980 Jimmy Williams, Tempe, LB 

1979 Arthur Reeves, Marcos de Niza, RB 
1978 Matt Palacio, McClintock, LB 

1977 David Hinds, McClintock, RB 
1976.......Andy Arrendondo, McClintock, RB 
1975.......Ronnie Washington, McClintock, WR 
1974......Jimmy Moore, Marcos de Niza, TE 
1973.......Preston Dennard, Marcos de Niza, WR 
1972....... Herbie Ramirez, McClintock, WR 

1971 Fred Mortensen, Tempe, QB 

1970 Bill Crowe, McClintock, LB 

1969 Ed Gaicki, McClintock, RB 

1968 ......JJay Hills, McClintock, T 

1967......Sam Garcia, McClintock, DE 


Preston Dennard Kenny Wheaton i illi Glenn Dennard 
Marcos de Niza McClintock Corona del Sol 


“Good luck Sun Devils, Cardinals, Rattlers and 


all local high schools!” 
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letters ... 


HAWAIIAN FOOTBALL 

I just received a copy of your 1992 edi- 
tion, which featured the story on Hawaiian 
high school football. Somebody in your 
office really did some homework. I have 
lived in Honolulu for 12 years, and have 
not missed a Prep Bowl. But there were 
many aspects of the game in your story 


"Hawaii has the biggest 
crowds for football? Who in 
Arizona cares about high 
school football in Hawaii?" 


which many of us didn't know, Where did 
you come up with all the information? 
Also, I understand that two schools 
from Arizona will be playing in the Shawn 
Akina Classic. We are looking forward to 
see how they stack up against some of our 


better teams. 
Richard Everett 
Honolulu 


Enclosed find a check for an additional 
copy of your recent Phoenix Metro 
Football magazine. | have never seen a 
football game in Arizona or Hawaii, but am 
amazed to read where Hawaii leads the 
nation in attendance at its state football 
playoffs. I guess there are states beside 
Texas which go wild over high school foot- 
ball. 

Your magazine is great. 


Scott Gilbert 
Houston, Texas 


Just received this year's copy of your 
great magazine. The article on Hawaiian 
high school football was well done. I 
know. I used to live and coach there. 

Hopefully my recruiting will get me out 
to Arizona this year. Please give my best to 
the good ones. 

Tom Freeman 
Offensive Line Coach 
Purdue University 
West Lafayette, Indiana 


Enclosed find a check for a copy of 
your 1984 Phoenix Metro Foothall, the 
issue which saluted the all-time Arizona 
State football team, both offense and 
defense. 

Why ASU can't get players like those to 
play for the Devils today is a puzzle. They 
claim the entrance requirements are too 
high, but somebody is getting the great 
ones. Just watch TV each Saturday! 

Your magazine is terrific. One of the 
best articles each year is the stories on 
great teams, schools, etc., from other states. 
Your two best have been Little Rock 
Central and Hawaii. 


Adam Thompson 
Gilbert 


I think I have every issue of your foot- 
ball magazine back to 1982. As much as I 
enjoy every issue, I find two things hard to 
believe about this year's book: 

1) That Hawaii has the biggest crowds 
for football, and 

2) Who in Arizona c 
school football in Hawa 


s about high 


Hector Mendez 
Glendale 


FRIDAY NIGHT HEROES 

I have read your magazine for more 
than 10 years, and am always interested in 
the list of top high school players in 
Phoenix. I have a question. Each year, you 


pick a group called "Friday Night Heroes." 
I notice that only one junior, Paul Shields 


of Paradise Valley, is listed. Down through 
the years, have many juniors made that top 
list? 
A.K. Grant 
Chandler 
(EDITOR'S NOTE: Since 1982, only nine 
juniors have been listed: Marcos de Niza 
quarterback John Walker and Sunnyslope 
linebacker Tim Hicks in 1982; St. Mary's 
quarterback Steve Belles in 1983; South 
Mountain defensive back Brian Fair in 
1989; Brophy Prep halfback Mike Mitchell 
and McClintock defensive back Kenny 
Wheaton in 1991; Shields in 1992; and 
North High's Byron Wilkerson and Mesa’s 
Matt Griffith this year.) 


PRO PARADE 

I am not writing to complain about your 
magazine, or about some of the coaching 
over here on the west side of town. But 
you do feature the Mesa schools more than 
many others. Even though they win a lot, 
especially when they play schools from our 
neighborhood, it seems to me that a lot of 
players from the Phoenix city make it to 
the pros. 

Have you ever thought of doing a story 
about these players? I bet your readers 
would enjoy knowing how many kids from 
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Arizona played pro ball. 

During a Philadelphia game recently, it 
seemed that a ton of Arizona kids were on 
the field. 

Jerry Albright 
Maryvale 


I just received your 1992 edition of 
Phoenix Metro Football, and as always, you 
did another fine job. Have you ever 
thought of doing a story about the Arizona 
high school kids who later became stars in 
the NFL? I think that would be of interest 
to your readers. When I attended Phoenix 
College, I recall players like Curley Culp 
and Ron Jessie from Yuma, Bob Wallace 
from South, and Fred Carr from Phoenix 
Union, all local players who were great in 
the pros. I am sure there have been many 
more. But I have lost touch. 

James Madison 
Lawrence, Kansas 

(EDITOR'S NOTE: See "Soaring at a 
Higher Level" on page 62.) 


SHOWCASE 

Thank you very much for your recent 
edition of Phoenix Metro Football. It is a 
great publication that showcases many dif- 
ferent aspects of football, from high school 
to the pros. 


Joe Bugel 
Head Football Coach 
Phoenix Cardinals 


Just a quick note to say thanks for the 
super job you and your staff do in putting 
together the high school section of your 
magazine. I know our players like seeing 
their names in print, and they look forward 
to getting your magazine every year. 

Doug Shaffer 
Head Football Coach 
Horizon High School 


You and your staff do a great job of 
covering the young men who work so hard 
to become the best they can be. 

Thank you. 

Bill McKane 
Assistant Football Coach 
Mesa High School 


ARCHIVES & RECORDS 
The department of Library, Archives and 
Public Records has received your recent 
editions of Phoenix Metro Foothall, Tucson 
Football, Flagstaff Football, media guides 
and sports magazines. Thanks so much for 
your continued interest in our libraries. 
Cheryl Hillmer 
Collection Dept. 
Research Division 
State Capitol 
Phoenix 


Sewing Ahizona Since 1958 


eS ererrees een 


ATHLETIC SUPPLY COMPANY 
OF 


Salutes 
The Roger Kronberg Award 
Winners: 


1992 John Tait, McClintock (OT) 

1991 Jim Wade, Scottsdale Coronado (OT) 
1990 Grady Stretz, McClintock (DT) 

1989 Frank Garcia, Maryvale (OT) 

1988 ric Ipock, Peoria (OT) 

1987 Mike Hooper, Apollo (OT) 

1986 Vince Pershing, Mesa (OL) 

1985, ary Pay, Apollo (OL) 

1984 Ken Hakes, Arcadia (OT) 

1983 Steve Spurling, Horizon (C) 

1982 Richard Bear, Moon Valley (DT) 
1981 Brian Denton, Mesa (OT) 

1980 Tom Briehl, Gerard (DL) 

1979 Dave Wood, Washington (DL) 
1978.. Laurel Leavitt, Westwood (DL) 
1977.. Marty Van Gorder, Chandler (C) 
1976 Jack Housley, Maryvale (OG/DG) 
1975 Phil Hedrick, Maryvale (OT/DT) 
1974 Richard Vance, Marcos de Niza (OG) 
1973 Jon Abbott, Central (OT/NG) 

1972 Keith Sobra: Coronado (OT/DT) 
1971 Travis Coleman, Phoenix Union (G) 
1970.. Glen Gresham, Phoenix Union (OT) 
1969.. Roger Kronberg, Tempe (OT) 

1968.. Steve Combs, Washington (OT) 


9 > atcher. ser ~' 

oe : a tate be Talented Frank Garcia, the 1989-90 Arizona High School Athlete 
eee ane ens of the Year, was a two-time all-state lineman in 1988-89 at 

1965 Steve Pearson, Westwood (C) Phoenix Maryvale High School (Arizona Republic photo) 

1964 Richard Griffin, Westwood (OT/DT) 

1963 Bill Lueck, Agua Fria (T) 


Richard Griffin dim Wade Ken Hatcher Bill Lueck 
Westwood Coronado Mesa Agua Fria 


"Saluting the Phoenix Metro's best Interior Lineman" 
(In honor of the former Tempe all-stater seriously injured in a non-football related accident) 


SUNVAICO 
3811 W. Indian School Rd., Phoenix (602)269-7833 
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HONEY BEAR'S BBQ 


5012 E. Van Buren, Phoenix, AZ — 273-9148 


Catering Specials 
Sandwiches 
Side Orders 

Dinners 
Desserts 


Free Delivery 


CICOTTE'S GYM, INC. 


Strength Training for Athletes 
Over Two Decades of Experience; Assisting Area High Schools 
In Producing Many of Arizona's Finest Players 


1990-92 POSTSEASON HONOR ROLL: 


* Five All-Arizona Selections * Nine North/South All-Stars 

* 29 All-East Valley Players *Two East Valley Players of the Year 

* 17 All-Metro Award-Winners * Three All-Region Players of the Year 

* 19 All-State Performers * 17 Down Under Bowl All-Stars 

* 27 All-Region Picks * One Arizona Republic Player of the Year 


535 W. Iron Ave., Suite 115, Mesa, Arizona 85210 
Contact: Curt Cicotte at (602) 844-9823 


Mark J. Matsock & Assoc., Inc. 
Salute the 


LARRY GORDON AWARD WINNER 


HONORING ARIZONA'S BEST 
HIGH SCHOOL LINEBACKERS! 


= 
Bob Breunig Larry Gordon dim Sprotte 
Alhambra Phoenix Union Phoenix Union Blue Ridge 


.. Jim Sprotte, Lakeside Blue Ridge .. Jay Ray Rokey, Westwood 

.. Jon McGee, Tucson Sahuaro .. Bill Owsley, North 

..Aaron Franklin, Peoria .. Ron Hendrix, Camelback 

.. Daniel Taplin, Tempe .. Dana Woudenberg, Arcadia 
.. Luke Davis, Mesa Dobson .. Fred Carr, Phoenix Union (jr) 
.. Jeramiah Clark, Mesa 

.. Odel Stewart, Sierra Vista Buena 

.. Bob Davis, Mesa Mountain View 


.. Charles Matthews, Eloy Santa Cruz Mark J Matsock & 
.. Tim Hicks, Sunnyslope = 


.. Randall McDaniel, Agua Fria Associates, Inc. 
.. Darin Tupper, Phoenix Trevor Browne ; ; 

.. Jimmy Williams, Tempe 2425 E. Camelback Rd. 
.. Todd Shell,’Mesa Mountain View The Esplanade #Suite 500 
.. Kurt, Whiteman, Scottsdale Phoenix -85016- 

.. Riki Gray, Tucson Amphitheater (602) 381-6969 

.. Riki Gray, Tucson Amphitheater (jr) 
.. Alan Edwards, Morenci 

.. Roark Shirley, Tempe Marcos de Niza 
.. Richard Rucker, Canyon del Oro 

.. Tim Peterson, Ajo 


*LIFE INSURANCE 
“INDIVIDUAL & GROUP HEALTH 
INSURANCE 
“DISABILITY INCOME PROTECTION 


.. Larry Gordon, Phoenix Union papery ean 

.. Bob Breunig, Phoenix Alhambra : 

.. Bill Crowe, Tempe McClintock (jr) FOR INFORMATION CALL: 
.. Larry Delbridge, Coolidge Mark Matsock, Nancy Moninger, 

.. Jeff Quinn, Westwood Renee Lupo or Brad Lemon 


Insurance ... The Best Defense! 


(In honor of the late Larry Gordon, former Phoenix Union High School star, 
Arizona State All-American and Miami Dolphin All-Pro.) 


Rodney Peete 


Certified Orthotics & Prosthetics 
Salute the 


FRED ENKE AWARD WINNERS 


Mike Pagel 


Sahuaro Washington 


Fred Enke, Jr. 


Tucson 


Fred Mortensen 
Tempe 


Jason Verdugo 
Canyon del Oro 


HONORING ARIZONA'S BEST HIGH SCHOOL QUARTERBACK 


1992... 
i) ee 
1990... 


1989 
1988 
1987 
1986 
1985 
1984 
198: 

1982 


1981. 
1980. 
1979. 
1978. 
1977-2 
1970. 
1975. 
1974. 


1973 
197, 


Jason Verdugo, Tucson Canyon del Oro 
Anthony Sanders, Tucson Santa Rita 
Grady Benton, Mesa 

.. Aaron Santini, Tucson Santa Rita 
Bret Powers, Glendale Cactus 
John Bonds, Phoenix St. Mar 
Bobby Valdez, Tucson Sunnyside 
Kent Kiefer, Tempe McClintock 
Steve Belles, Phoenix St. Mary's 
John Walker, Tempe Marcos de Niza 
Rodney Peete, Tucson Sahuaro (jr) 

teve Stallworth, Yuma 

Trent Hutchinson, South Mountain 
Lloyd Coker, Phoenix Central 
Kevin Smith, Scottsdale Saguaro (jr) 
Mike Pagel, Phoenix Washington 
Greg Brady, Scottsdale Coronado 
Jim Krohn, Tucson Amphi 
Mark Whipple, Phoenix Camelback 
Rob Wilson, Scottsdale Coronado 
Greg Hubbell, Phoenix Central 


1963. 
1962.. 


1961 
1960 


. Rusty Tillman, Agua Fria 


Timmy Flood, Phoenix Brophy Prep 
Elby Bushong, Phoenix Washington 

Scottsdale Arcadia 
Eddie Bricker, Miami 


. John Power, Phoenix Camelback 
. Eddie Wilson, Cl 
. Carlos Rodriguez, Morenci 


im Wolf, Yuma 


. Ralph Hunsaker, Mesa 


.. Clyde Nielson, North Phoenix (jr) 


. Pat Flood, Tucson 
. Vaughn Patterson, North Phoenix (jr) 
. James Black, Phoenix Union 


. Buster Mad 
. Don Ahee, 


a, Round Valley 
ucson 


. Dan Russell, Mesa 
. Gus Headington, Yuma 


Manuel Aja, Glendale 
Charles Beall, Mesa 
Charles Beall, Mesa (jr) 


1971. 
1970. 
1969. 
1968. 
1967. 
1906. 
1905. 
1964 . 


red Mortensen, Tempe 

Fred Mortensen, Tempe (jr) 

Danny White, Mesa Westwood 

Bill Mannion, Phoenix St. Mary's 

Ken Johnson, Scottsdale Arcadia (jr) 

John Svob, Tucson Catalina 

George Mattingly, Scottsdale Arcadia 
Dave Grangaard, Phoenix Camelback 


te Fred Enke, Jr., Tucson 


FRED ENKE, JR., a three-sport star at Tucson 
High and the University of Arizona, was the first 
Arizona schoolboy to start at quarterback in the 
NFL. He played with Detroit (1948-51), 
Philadelphia (1952) and Baltimore (1953-54). 


“Helping Arizona’s Athletes” 


4445 N. 7th Street, Phoenix 85014 ... (602) 274-3625 @ 932 W. Southern Avenue, Mesa 85202 ... (602) 962-6976 
14015 N. 51st Avenue, Glendale 85306 ... (602) 843-0688 @ 4951 E. Grant Road, Suite 127, Tucson 85712 ... 795-8900 
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Hey, Phoenix Metro Football Readers, 
We Sell The Magazine First! 


SPORTS 
EXPRESS 


TEAM SPORTS SCREENPRINTING EMBROIDERY 
2740 S. ALMA SCHOOL, MESA 
(602) 897-9267 


BIG STITCH 


* Custom Embroidery 
* Hats, Jackets, Sportswear * Promotional Buttons 
* Screen Printing 


1730 E. Elliot, Suite 8, Tempe, Arizona 85284 
(N.W. Corner McClintock & Elliot) 


“Finest in Athletic Clothing, Footwear & Equipment” 
East Valley Sports 


Dennis Callison 
Owner 


1025 S. Power Rd. #102 (602) 832-8172 
Mesa, AZ 85206 Fax (602) 832-0118 
(N/E corner Power & Souther) 


University 
rtin 
Tadodat 


1038 S. Mill Avenue @ Tempe @ 968-7725 
Fiesta Mall e Mesa @ 834-4413 


Football e Basketball 
Soccer e Volleyball 


Indoor Batting Cages 
Baseball e Softball 
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SIOVRUSS 


“Team Specialists” 


3210 E. Bell Rd. 


Phoenix, AZ. 85032 (602) 867-2285 


WAREHOUSE 
ga SPORTS 


(602) 820-8533 
3415 S. McClintock 
Tempe, Arizona 85282 


SportsStuff 


Check us out at 
Val Vista & Southern in Mesa 
phone 830-4806 


Ne re 


KICKER'S 
KLOSET 


Sporting Goods & Pro Team Shop 


MaryYvaLe MALL, 5220 W. INDIAN SCHOOL RD. 


245-1434 
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FROM OUR VANTAGE POINT 
THERE WAS NONE BETTER. 


CONGRATULATIONS TO COACH DANNY WHITE : al 
ON YOUR NOMINATION TO THE NA 
COLLEGE FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME. are j 


FOR SEASON TICKET INFORMATION, CALL 514-TDTD RAMERS som 


Smith & Green Corp. 
Salute the 


BRIAN MURRAY AWARD WINNERS 


John Tait 
McClintock 


Glen Gresham 
Phoenix Union 


Al Carr 
Phoenix Union 


Curley Culp 
Yuma 


Brian Murray 
Salpointe 


HONORING ARIZONA'S BEST HIGH SCHOOL LINEMAN 


1992. John Tait, Tempe McClintock (OT) 1963. 
1991...... Willie Walker, Tucson Desert View (DL) 1962. 


Curley Culp, Yuma (MG) 


1990 


1989. 
1988. 
1987. 
1986.... 
1985. 
1984. 
1983. 
1982. 
1981... 
1980.... 


1979 


1978. 
1977. 
1976. 
1975235 
1974. 
1973. 
1972. 


1971 
1970 


1909. 
1968. 
1967. 


1966 
1965 
1964 


Grady Stretz, Tempe McClintock (DL) 
Mike Ciasca, Tucson Sahuaro (OT) 

ric Ipock, Peoria (OT) 
Richard Griffith, Tucson Catalina (DL) 
Tim Landers, Round Valley (DT) 
Gary Pay, Glendale Apollo (OT) 


.. Vincent Byrd, Eloy Santa Cruz (DT) 


Steve Spurling, Scottsdale Horizon (C) 
Richard Bear, Moon Valley (DT) 
Frank Rudolph, Scottsdale Coronado (DL) 
Tom Briehl, Phoe serard (T) 
Dave Wood, Phoenix Washington (DL) 
Doug Kellermeyer, Scottsdale Coronado (DL) 
Marty Van Gorder, Chandler (C) 

ck Housely, Phoenix Maryvale (DL) 
Phil Hedrick, Phoenix Maryvale (T) 
Jimmy Moore, Tempe Marcos de Niza (DL) 


Jon Abbott, Phoenix Central (T) 
.. Keith Sobraske, Scottsdale Coronado (T) 


Mike Dawson, Tucson (T) 

Glen Gresham, Phoenix Union (OT) 
Roger Kronberg, Tempe (OT) 

Fernie Mendoza, Tucson Salpointe (T) 
Ken Hatcher, Mesa (C) 

Bill Dawson, Tucson (T) 

Bill Dawson, Tucson (T) jr. 

Richard Griffin, Mesa Westwood (OT) 


(TIE) Gary Swift, Scottsdale Arcadia (T) 
. Bob Bertelsen, Scottsdale Arcadia (T) 
Allen Thorn, Phoenix St. Mary's (C) 
Ted Lawrence, South Mountain (G) 
Dennis Couse, Tucson (T) 
acey Ostland, South Mountain (C) 
Wayne Magnusson, Phoenix West (G) 
John Vucichevich, Miami (C) 
Sumner Smith, Phoenix Union (T) 
Al Carr, Phoenix Union (G) 
Dick Nordmeyer, Tucson (DT) 
. Guy Barrickman, Tucson (T) 
Robert Green, Phoenix Carver (T) jr. 
Glenn Bowers, Mesa (G) 
. Phil Russell, Phoenix St. Mary's (T) 
Roy Alba, Phoenix Union (G) 
Bill Workman, Mesa (C) 
Bill Penny, Yuma (T) 
Joe Kelley, Tucson (T) 
Bill Yeoman, Glendale (C) 
. Bill Yeoman, Glendale (C) jr. 


BRIAN MURRAY, a 1972 Salpointe High grad, 
was a three-year starter at Arizona, and 
projected as a high NFL draft pick, but was 
killed in a fall at Redington Pass, between the 
Catalina and Rincon mountains, in April 1977. 


Light weight insulating concrete roofing, fireproofing, metal decking & siding 


"Our professional reputation is based on meeting construction schedules with quality performance!" 


OFFICE: 136 South 40th Place, Phoenix, (602)273-6105 


last From The Past? 


Those maroon road pants need to be trashed, and instate recruiting needs to improve, but 
other than that, Arizona State's football program, under second year coach Bruce Snyder, 
looks headed in the right direction...where it flourished for over 30 years. 


As the season progressed, they started 
to look like the Devils of old. They won 
five of their last seven games. The two 
losses were competitive: 23-13 to USC, in 
Sun Devil Stadium; 20-18 to Washington 
State, in Pullman 
Highlight was the season finale, a last 
minute 7-6 win over rival Arizona, played 
before 58,095 disappointed fans in Tucson. 
The low point? Easily a 45-24 loss to 
Nebraska, in Lincoln, when the Devils lost 
star running back Mario Bates in the games 


final seconds. Yes, that was lower than the 
31-7 thumping handed down by Rose 
Bowl champ Washington, in the season 
opener, 


"A lot of fences need to be 
mended. The alumni 
weekend is a step in the 
right direction. It was a lot 
of fun." 


In his first year at the helm, Bruce 
Snyder did at least two things he promised: 
a) Try and win back support from hun- 


dreds of former players who felt they'd 
been slighted, and; b) Beat rival Arizona. 

In an effort to rally the old guard 
around the program he's trying to build, 
Snyder last spring organized an alumni 
weekend around the annual Maroon-Gold 
game. The alumni actually suited up and 
knocked heads with the varsity. 

Well, some did. When asked if he was 
going to suit up, former player Wally 
Caywood, a Bulldog in 1927-28-29, replied 
"l wouldn't make it to the coin flip." 

But the father-son combo of Whizzer 
White and Danny White did, and both had 
fun in the sun. 


"A lot of fences need to be mended," 
said the elder White to Tribune sports writ- 
er Bob Moran. "The alumni weekend is a 
step in the right direction. It was a lot of 
fun." 


By Barry C. Sollenberger 


Even legendary Frank Kush, at the time 
of his firing in 1979 one of the winningest 
coaches in the land, was on hand. "You'd 
be surprised at the people who are not 
aware of who has played for Arizona 
State," said Kush. "I think this is what the 
school should be concerned about in con- 


trast to money, money all the time. It's a 


people busines: 

"There have been a lot of great players 
that have been through here," added for- 
mer QB Danny White. "That's something 
they've never benefitted from. They've 
never tried to build a tradition on that. 

Defensive end Shante Carver, an 
Outland and Lombardi candidate for 1993, 
added, "I don't think a lot of guys on this 
team know the tradition ASU has. I don't 
think people understand that we've won 
some bowl games. I'm going to stress it to 
the guys below me, so they can stress to 
the guys below them. We need to rebuild 
the tradition we once had." 

For season ticket holders, and the ath- 


letic department's pocket book, it couldn't 
start soon enough. Arizona State hasn't 


fielded a bowl team since 1987. However, 
there is one advantage to not bowling 
annually: 

While most good programs are prepar- 
ing for holiday games, Arizo' ate's staff 
is out beating the recruiting trail. "I'd rather 
be bowling," says Snyder. 


Speaking of recruiting, ASU loaded up 
on speed, receivers and defensive players. 
Only item lacking was a much-needed 
base of local signees, especially with the 
talent today in the Arizona schoolboy 
ranks. So many local kids signed with 
Division One schools, it's hard to keep 
track. But only four local products (see 
chart) joined the Devils. Running back 
Taylor Hedrik is a walk-on. 

And the state's two biggest plums, run- 
ning back Mike Mitchell, the state player of 
the year from Brophy Prep, and 
McClintock tackle John Tait, got away. 
Mitchell signed with Stanford. Tait, winner 
of the Brian Murray Award as the state's 
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best interior lineman, is off to BYU. 

No local high school coach has pro- 
duced more college prospects in the past 
20 years than Karl Kiefer, now at Tempe 
Mountain Pointe. Kiefer, who has won over 
an 


200 games in the prep ranks, mak 
interesting observation: "Phoenix has 
are 10. 


grown such, that every year there 
kids, no less, who can play at Arizona 
State's level. Some colleges have that fig- 
ured out. Some haven't." 


So much for the past. How about the 
future? For Sun Devil fans, it's heating up. 
A September opener with Utah is right 
around the corner. Camp Tontozona is 


"You'd be surprised at the 
people who are not aware 
of who has played for 
Arizona State. The school 
should be concerned 
about this ..." 


right down the road. 

Snyder's concept "One At A Time" was 
so contagious the Sun Angel Foundation, 
one of two major ASU support groups, 
adopted the slogan for the fall season tick- 
et drive: "One Seat At A Time." 

Pulling the offensive trigger will be 
sophomore QB Grady Benton (see cover), 
the 6-2, 185-pound signal caller from Mesa 
High. Last year, all Benton did was bust the 
NCAA frosh record for highest completion 
percentage (66%), hitting 149 of 225 passes 
for 1,707 yards and eight touchdowns. He 
bettered Miami's Bernie Kosar's mark of 
62%. Benton missed the season opener 


"Grady Benton made as much progress 
last season as any player on our football 
team," says Snyder. "He handled the job 
with the poise and attitude of a four or 
five-year player. His best days are ahead of 


him." 


Dave Di Lorenzo's 


Melody Lounge 


SALUTES FORMER SUN DEVILS 
NOW IN THE NFL 


ERIC ALLEN Philadelphia Eagles 
TRACE ARMSTRONG Chicago Bears 
SHANE COLLINS.....Washington Redskins 
AARONIGOX 2 ccsccerssesssessatzonevats L.A. Rams 
FLOYD FIELDG...........San diego Chargers 
DAVID FULCHER Cincinnati Bengals 
STACEY HARVEY....... New Orleans Saints 
BRUCE HILL... ... Tampa Bay Bucs 
LYNN JAMES. Cincinnati Bengals 
JIM JEFFCOAT .. «Dallas Cowboys 
TODD KALIS .Minnesota Vikings 
RANDALL McDANIEL. Minn. Vikings 
KEVIN MINIEFIELD Detroit Lions 
BRIAN NOBLE... Green Bay Packers 
MIKE PAGEL Los Angeles Rams 
ANTHONY PARKER......Minnesota Vikings 
SHAWN PATTERSON ..Green Bay Packers 
LEONARD RUSSELL waoN. E. Patriots 
DAN SALEAUMUA ......Kansas City Chiefs 
PHILLIPP! SPARKS............ New York Giants 
SCOTT STEPHEN. Phoenix Cardinals 
DANNY VILLA.... Kansas City Chiefs 
BRETT WALLERSTEDT ....Phoenix Cardinals 
DARREN WOODSON.....Dallas Cowboys 


Randall McDaniel Anthony Parker 


Melody Lounge 
Corner of Scottsdale & Curry Roads 
(602) 967-9065 


"Supporting the Sun Devils for Over 20 Years!" 
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To make the offense click, A-State 
returns two of the better backs in the west, 
if they stay healthy: Mario Bates and 
George Montgomery. 

Bates (6-2, 206), a sophomore from 
Tucson, was the 1990 Arizona player of the 
year, playing at Amphitheater High. In fact, 
Bates and his teammates were beaten by a 
Benton-led Mesa High team in the state 5A 
title game, played in Sun Devil Stadium. 
One of the nation's premier runners, he 
suffered an anterior cruciate tear of his 
right knee in the third game of the season, 
against Nebraska. But in three games he 
rushed for 441 yards and four TDs, with a 
high of 214 against Washington. 

"Mario Bates is one of the nation's pre- 
mier runners," claims Snyder. "So far, his 


rehabilitation has progressed nicely and we 


expect to have him at full strength in the 
fall." 


Senior Montgomery (6-2, 208) is rehabil- 


itating from a torn anterior cruciate liga- 
ment in a knee, suffered in the Pacific 
game. Before the injury he had gained 138 
yards and scored twice. "George is as ver- 
satile a runner as I have had in college," 
adds Snyder. "He can do everything so 
well. We have two very good running 


Pos. Name 

... Jason Verdugo, 6-2, 190 .... 
QB... Jake Plummer, 6-3, 175 .. 
RB.....Michael Martin, 6-1, 215 

RB.....Corey McCoy, 5-9, 170.... 
RB.....Taylor Hedrick, 6-1, 175 ... 
.. Jason McCorvey, 6-0, 190 . 
..Joe Robertson, 6-2, 185. .... 
...Bryant Thomas, 6-2, 170 ... 
OL.....Glen Gable, 6-6, 270 ... 
OL.....Mike Henson, 6-6, 245 

OL.....Kyle Murphy, 6-5, 250 .... 
PK.....Marcus Williams, 6-1, 212 . 
LB.....Zack Romero, 6-5, 225.... 
LB......Sammy Young, 6-2, 225 . 
LB..... Ty Wade, 6-3, 215 ....... 
DL.....Malchi Crawford, 6-5, 230 . 
DB....Mitchell Freedman, 6-0, 185 


...John Livingston, 6-0, 175 .. 
Matt Nelson, 6-4, 245 
Brian Easter, 6-2, 235 
Bryan Proby, 6-6, 265 . 
Darren Venu, 6-3, 275 . 
Kenny Talanoa, 6-5, 260 
..Craig Newsome, 6-0, 188 . 


SUN DEVIL NEWCOMERS 
High School 


DB....Darrell LeBlanc, 6-0, 180 ............ 


Junior College 
Soe San Bernardino (Valley College), CA 


.. Johnny Thomas, 6-1, 175.2... 


Noel Prefontaine, 6-0, 190 ........... 


backs in George and Mario." 

If both are healthy, ASU will have one 
of the best one-two punches at tailback in 
0. Backing them up will be junior 
Derrick Land (5-9, 167), a former state 
sprint champion from Mesa Red Mountain, 
and sophomore Chris Hopkins (6-0, 175), a 


ee 

"Their defensive front 
seven annihilated our front 
seven. | really haven't 
seen anything quite like 
that in a long time ... if 
ever." 


a 
former Tucson Salpointe star. Walk-on 
Darryl Gideon (5-11, 190) adds depth. 
Freshmen Michael Martin (6-1, 215) and 
Corey McCoy (5-9, 170) arrive in the fall. 
A good recruiting class gives A-State 
much-improved depth at wide receiver. 
High praise has been given JC transfers 
John Livingston (6-0, 175) and Johnny 
Thomas (6-1, 175). Livingston runs 40 
yards in 4.4 seconds. Thomas has run 100 


Hometown/School 
... Tucson (Canyon del Oro), AZ 
...Boise(Capital), ID 
Dallas (White), TX 
Hawthorne (Hawthorne), CA 
Phoenix (Lutheran Academy), AZ 
Long Beach (Poly), CA 
Portland (Jefferson), OR 
San Pedro (San Pedro), CA 
Sacramento (Mira Loma), CA 
Eugene (Sheldon), OR 
-Huntington Beach (Edison), CA 
Tempe (McClintock), AZ 
Salinas (Salinas), CA 
iverside (La Sierra), CA 
..Moreno Valley (Canyon), CA 
..Gilbert (Gilbert), AZ 
hoenix (Maryvale), AZ 
..Los Angeles (Locke), CA 


Palamar (Palamar College), CA 
Ricks (Ricks College), ID 
Glendale (Glendale CC), AZ 
...Los Angeles (Southwest CC), CA 
Ree Ephraim (Snow College), UT 
.El Camino (El Camino College), CA 
San Bernardino (Valley College), CA 
..Cal-State Fullerton, CA 
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1993 
SCHEDULE 


Open Date 

@ Louisville 

. 25....OKLAHOMA STATE 
@ Oregon State 

@ Washington State 
OREGON 

@ Stanford 


meters in 10.4. "I'm really satisfied with our 
improved speed at wideout," says Snyder. 
"Both Livingston and Thomas were highly 
recruited players and both have the skills 


to return punts or kickoffs." 

The kicking game, an A-State weakness 
for years, is improved, to say the 
High profile place-kicker Marcus Willi ams 
(6-1, 212), a freshman from Tempe 
McClintock, has the potential to be one of 
the school's all-time best. 

The interior line is anchored by senior 
center Toby Mills (6-2, 271), a Texas native 
who has started since his freshman year. At 
left guard, senior 'Taco" Togiai (6-0, 329) 
should start, with senior Greg Thurston (6- 
4, 260) returning at left tackle. Senior 
Chuck Underwood (6-2, 279) mans the 
right guard, with junior Jeff Kysar (6-7 
326) starting at tackle. 

Defensively, Snyder and his staff will be 
hard-pressed to duplicate last season. Only 
four starters return: DE Shante Carver (6-5 
228), CB Lenny McGill (6-3, 190), RB Jean 
Boyd (6-0, 195) and ILB Justin Dragoo (6-3, 
231). 

The Devils finished the season ranked 
seventh nationally, allowing 268.8 yards 
per game. After A-State stuffed Louisville 
19-0 in September, Cardinals head coach 
Howard Schnellenberger was thankful it 
wasn't worse. 

"Their defensive front seven annihilated 
our front seven." he said. "I really haven't 
seen anything quite like that in a long time 

.. if ever." 


Tempe, Arizona 


Corona Del Sol 


Aztecs 


"Aztec Boosters PTA Salutes 
Corona Athletics" 


STATE CHAMPIONSHIPS 
“Football 1980 

“Baseball 1993 

“Boys Cross Country 1992, 93 
“Boys Basketball 1980, 81, 89 
*Girls Basketball 1981, 93 
“Boys Track & Field 1982 
*Boys Golf 1982 

*Girls Softball 1982 

“Boys Tennis 1981, 82 

*Girls Tennis, 1986 

*Girls Volleyball 


STATE RUNNERS-UP 

“Badminton 1985, 87 

*Baseball 1991 

*Boys Basketball 1979, 82, 86, 90 
*Girls Basketball 1980 

*Girls Cross Country 1986 

“Boys Golf 1982 

“Girls Golf 1989, 90, 91 
“Volleyball 1989, 90, 92 

*Boys Cross Country 1991 


A.1.A. SCHOLAR-ATHLETE 
TEAM AWARD 

*Boys Soccer 1987, 88 
“Wrestling 1990, 91 
“Badminton 1991, 92, 93 


A.1.A. SCHOLAR-ATHLETE 
OF THE YEAR 

*Jessica Frankie 1988 
*Jennifer Helfrich 1989 
*Javier Baca 1993 


N 
N 


ULL 


DIVISIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 
“Badminton 1987, 88 
“Baseball 1981, 91, 93 

*Boys Basketball 1979, 80, 81 
82, 89,90, 91 

*Girls Basketball 1979, 80, 81, 84 
“Boys Cross Country 1991, 92 
*Girls Cross Country 1986 
“Football 1981, 91 

“Boys Golf 1982, 85, 89, 90, 92 
*Girls Golf 1990, 91 

“Boys Soccer 1986, 87, 90, 93 
*Girls Softball 1982 

“Boys Tennis 1981, 82 

*Girls Tennis 1986, 87 

“Boys Track & Field 1982 
“Volleyball 1989, 90, 91 


CDS STUDENT ATHLETE 
*Kevin Austin 1989 
*Jennifer Helfrich 1989 
*Manual Carbajal 1990 
*Maria Perparos 1990 
“Jeff Gossmann 1991 
*Traci Main 1991 

*Chris Cook 1992 
*Dawn Lassen 1992 
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Mountain Pointe Coach Karl Kiefer, who has won 226 games in his illustrious career, and running back Mickey Gates enjoy 


their first win with the Pride, a 33-32 thriller over Yuma. (David Mcintyre/Phoenix Gazette) 


Fast Start For The Pointe 


The takeoff was terrific. The land- 
ing was a dud. But in between, 
Tempe's newest high school, Mountain 
Pointe, packed more thrills into 12 
weeks of varsity football than a new 
school should be entitled to. 

Playing their first - and last - 4A 
schedule, Karl Kiefer's young squad 
won eight of 12 games before running 
into a Sabino buzzsaw in Tucson. 

From a wild 33-32 opener with 
Yuma, to a surprising 56-20 playoff 
win over Marana Mountain View, The 


Pointe overnight established itself as 
Arizona's newest gridiron power. 
And they did it with no seniors on 
campus. But with Kiefer at the helm, 
this was no surprise. 
After 26 y at Tempe McClintock, 
it was time for a change. The state's 
winningest active coach packed his 
bags and moved to Tempe's newest 
campus, located west of the I-10 


Freeway, in Ahwatukee 
"Even though we're part of the 
Tempe School District, it's like a town 
by itself out here," claims Kiefer. "It's 
like coaching in a 5A school in a town 
with one high school. Texas has a lot 
of schools like that. Arizona has only 


y ago, with only frosh and 
sophs on campus, The Pride's JV unit, 
coached by Kiefer and assistants Dick 
Baniszewski and Phil Abbadessa, aver- 
aged 45.8 points and finished 9-0. "It 
was a great start but it was only junior 
varsity," adds the head coach. 

Last year was different and this fall 


could be better. Competing in one of 
the two toughest 5A regions in Arizona 
won't bother Kiefer's staff. But the staff 
doesn't play the game. The kids do. 
"You can bet Mountain Pointe will 
be tough right out of the blocks." says 
Mesa line coach Curt Cicotte. "You can 
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bet Kiefer will have them ready. I 
know all the coaches on this side of 
town are looking forward to playing 
him." 

And a lot of coaches have. Twenty- 
seven years of varsity football have 
come and gone. So have a lot of 
coaches. Most have lost to Kiefer, who 
enters his 28th varsity campaign with a 
226-77-3 record; two wins shy of 
becoming the state's all-time win- 
ningest coach. 

The former Arizona State end and 
team captain is about to overtake a 
legend, the late great Edgar "Mutt" 
Ford, who won 227 games between 
1934-1966, mostly at Mesa High. 

"I never think about records like 
that until people bring it up," said the 
coach who has won three 5A titles. "I 
just like coaching. I have no plans to 
quit. This is a great situation. We work 
hard over here. But so do a lot of 


other people." 

One person lives four hours north- 
east - as the crow flys - in the town of 
Springerville, at Round Valley High. 
Hot on Kiefer's heals is Tot Workman, 
the Elks! feisty littke coach who has 
won 225 games, three state titles, and 
once engineered a state-record 34- 
game winning streak. 

Like Kiefer, for his level of competi- 
tion, Workman's league is tough. The 
3A East Region is considered the state's 
best. In the past five years, this region 


has produced as many college 
prospects as half the state's 4A regions. 

"Lucky us," says Workman, whose 
Elks play all home games in the his- 
toric ensphere. "We are still one of the 
smallest 3A schools around." 

Last year, both Kiefer and Workman 
passed Emil Nasser, the retired 
Winslow coach whose 224 wins is a 
state record for most victories at the 
same school. Kiefer won 198 games at 
McClintock. Workman has coached at 
schools in Nevada and Utah, as well as 
Antelope, Snowflake and Round 
Valley. 

Of the five remaining coaches with 


The 200 Club 
227....Edgar "Mutt" Ford, 
Westwood 
Karl Kiefer, 

Mountain Pointe 

Tot Workman, 

Round Valley 

Emil Nasser, Winslow 

Jesse Parker, 

Mountain View 

Boone Jackson, 

Mohave 

* 202....Jerry Loper, Chandler 

* 202....Vern Friedli, 
Amphitheater 

200....Ralph Moran, 

Wickenburg 

“active coach 


T2Ous 


E220 


224... 
S107, 


204.... 


200-plus wins, three are still active: 
Mesa Mountain View's Jesse Parker 
(210), Chandler's Jerry Loper (202) and 
Tucson Amphi's Vern Friedli (202). 
Both Boone Jackson (204) and Ralph 


Moran (200) are deceased. 

Parker, with another dynamite team 
in the making, should move up quick. 
Loper, who just left Westwood for the 
Chandler post, also coached at 
Antelope and Tucson Amphi. Friedli is 
one of Tucson's most successful coach- 
es. Twice in the past five years he has 
produced the state's player of the year, 
and both were brothers: Mike (now 
with the Seattle Seahawks) and Mario 
(now at ASU) Bates. Current Los 
Angeles Raider linebacker Riki Ellison 
played for Friedli. 

As time marches on and more 


coaches surpass Ford's record, one 
thing can never be taken away from 
him: His incredible record against 
Texas and California schools. 

A Kiefer-coached team has never 
played an out-of-state foe. Friedli is 1-1 
vs. California; Parker 0-1 against 
Hawaii. Ford was 10-0 against 
California powerhouses, including a 
surprising 40-13 win over Southern CIF 
champion Compton Centennial, in 
1954. Between 1945-49, his teams 
were 6-3-1 against Texas schools, all 
from El Paso. 


Dual-Career Associates’ 
1992 Average Incomes* 


$101,032 
43,043 


Top Associate 
Top 10 

Top 25 32,289 
Top 50 24,331 
“Calculated from actual earnings 


reported to the United States 
Internal Revenue Service for 1990. 


Earn $2,000 in 10 weeks. 


It's possible with The Franklin's Educators’ Internship Program. 


That's right — $2,000. Simply meet the weekly criteria of our summer Educators’ Internship Program, and we'll 
guarantee you a minimum of $200 a week for 10 weeks. Last year, approximately 250 educators accepted our 
offer and are using their people skills and intellect to explore a rewarding career opportunity. 

So if you've had your share of summer jobs — painting houses, teaching driver's ed, tutoring, etc. - maybe now 
is the time to try something new. Many of our sales associates come from the field of education; teachers, 
coaches, and administrators who've discovered just how lucrative the Franklin opportunity can be. 


&) ire Franklin 


Building Brighter Building Brighter Tomorrows 


FRANKLIN LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 
Springfield, Illinois 62713 
Phone 1-800-272-0122 * Fax 217-753-8414 


"Join Many Other il 
Arizona Coaches Already 

Involved With Franklin I 

Working on a | 

Part-Time Basis" ] 

I 

I 

I 

I 


Call Tom Dingman 
at (602) 957-4220 
in Phoenix 

for our brochure . 
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Scottsdale Quarterback Club 


P.O. Box 763 
Scottsdale -85252- 


Saluting 
the 
Scottsdale City 
Football 
Players of the Year 


.. Rod Bair, Coronado, FB 

.. Paul Fichera, Coronado, RB 

.. Justin Olson, Horizon, RB 

.. Paul Fichiera, Coronado, RB (jr) 

.. Kevin McLemore, Coronado, RB/LB 

.. Andy Davis, Saguaro, RB 

.. Tony Werstler, Sagaro, QB 

... Neil Begalman, Saguaro, LB 

.. John Boyer, Coronado, FB/LB 

.. Charles Sanfilippo, Chaparral, RB 

.. Steve Rosholt, Arcadia, RB 

.. Dave Schilling, Coronado, RB 

.. Lee Bishop, Chaparral, RB 

... Tim McInnis, Coronado, TE 

.. Frank Rudolph, Coronado, DE 

.. Randy Hayes, Scottsdale, WR 

.. Jeff Harper, Chaparral, RB 

.. Kevin Smith, Saguaro, QB (jr) Coronado fullback Rod Bair. 

.. Joey Lumpkin, Scottsdale, FB/LB (Scottsdale Progress photo) 

.. Greg Brady, Coronado, QB 

.. Bob Pitre, Arcadia, QB 1965 ... Bill Dipley, Arcadia, WR (jr) 

.. Rick McClelland, Saguaro, FB/LB 1964 ... Don Burger, Scottsdale, HB 

.. Rob Wilson, Coronado, @B/DB 1963 ... Dana Woudenberg, Arcadia, LB 

.. Keith Sobraski, Coronado, DT 1962 ... Everett "Moose" Rollins, Arcadia, HB 
.. Gil Gillenwater, Arcadia, RB 1961 ... Don Lewis, Arcadia, HB 

.. Jim Cedarstrom, Saguaro, DE 1960 ... Gary Deak, Arcadia, QB 

.. Wayne Mattingly, Saguaro, FB 

.. Marty Stajduhar, Coronado, WR For annual membership information 
.. Marty Shuford, Saguaro, RB/P Call Dave Berman at (602) 998-8877 


.. Bill Dipley, Arcadia, DB or Gale Scott at (602) 946-2318 


"Serving the Young Athletes of Scottsdale Since 1963!" 
CO-SPONSORED BY VALLEY EVENTS, INC. 
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New head coach Jerry Loper is one of only nine Arizona coaches to win 200 games. 
"From a Warrior to a Wolf" 


Chandler: A School District Seven U.S. Dept. of Ed. 
Dedicated to Excellence! Awards for Excellence for 
District Schools! 
Named No. 1 High School in 
Arizona in 1985; No. 1 Gifted honors programs 
School District in 1989! Grades 3-12! 


Recognized twice nationally Well-balanced boys & girls 
by U.S. Dept. of Education! athletic program 


ACT & SAT scores Coach Jerry Loper's record: 
exceed national average! (208-98-9) 


CHANDLER HIGH SCHOOL 


350 N. Arizona Ave., Chandler (602)786-7140 


of the nation's fastest schoolboy backs. 


1993 Phoenix Metro 
FRIDAY NIGHT HEROES 


Phoenix Metro Football Magazine's checklist of outstanding varsity 
players for the 1993 high school football season 


OBisaes Joe Germaine, Mountain View, 6-1, 180 
Br. 20. Mikel Moreno, Mesa, 5-8, 185 
RB stsssces Roy Evans, Apollo, 6-0, 205 


RB sccees Terry Fair, South Mountain, 5-10, 175 

RIB) cesses Jay Carter, Mountain Pointe, 5-9, 175 

RBiv. cages Robert Holcombe, Mesa, 6-0, 190 

WB vicsevce Mickey Gates, Mountain Pointe, 6-0, 195 
DE assests Matt Bair, Arcadia, 6-2, 225 

TE Sti: Adrian Celestino, Agua Fria, 6-4, 220 

WR .Kenny Cheatham, South Mountain, 6-4, 177 


WR Byron Wilkerson, North, 6-1, 170 Gr) 


OL. .Beau Bossert, Mountain Pointe, 6-3, 240 
ODscsveses David Tellez, Peoria, 6-4, 235 

(@) everes Danny Finn, Westwood, 6-5, 260 
NGieieh Martez Branston, Trevor Browne, 6-1, 190 
NG). -..a%- Anthony Griswold, Greenway, 6-5, 235 


Josh Lowe, Mountain View, 6-3, 215 
Matt Griffith, Mesa, 6-3, 225 (jr) 

Jay R. Hiller, Westview, 6-0, 200 

.Paul Shields, Paradise Valley, 6-2, 192 
..Darnell Autry, Tempe, 6-0, 190 

Matt Belden, Glendale, 5-10, 180 
PKs Chris Estes, McClintock, 6-2, 178 

RS irene Akil Davis, Dobson, 6-0, 180 


College Recruiting Network, Inc. 
“Arizona's Locally Owned & Operated 


Recruiting Service; Helping the 


Valley’s High School Athletes 
Obtain College Scholarships.” 


3602 E. Campbell, Suite 201, Phoenix -85018 


(602)224-5330 or (800)284-1CRN 


1993 Phoenix Metro Checklist 


quarterbacks 


Mike Bonds, Bourgade, 6-1, 180 

Brett Berger, Saguaro, 6-0, 180 

Cameron Conder, Phx. Christian, 6-0, 180 
Rick Cordova, Moon Valley, 6-0, 180 
Cleveland Dansby, South, 6-0, 170 (jr) 
Brandon Doom, Valley Christian, 6-4, 180 
Jim Ferguson, Queen Creek, 5-10, 150 
Brian Fierros, Maryvale, 6-0, 160 

Joe Germaine, Mountain View, 6-1, 180 
Todd Klopfenstein, Shadow Min., 6-0, 160 
Jason Lenderman, C. G., 6-1, 195 (jr) 

Dru Martinson, Fountain Hills, 6-2, 175 (jr) 
Mikel Moreno, Mesa, 5-8, 185 

Steve O'Hare, Brophy, 6-3, 190 

Mike Regalado, Carl Hayden, 6-0, 165 (jr) 
Marty Rincon, Westview, 5-7, 145 

Nathan Sanders, Peoria, 6-3, 181 

Matt Saxe, Washington, 6-2, 180 
Brandon Seare, Deer Valley, 6-2, 180 
Chris Snyder, Sunnyslope, 6-1, 175 (jr) 
Doug Szanto, Mountain Pointe, 6-2, 190 


running backs 
Casey Berry, Marcos de Niza, 5-9, 185 


ORDER 
BACK ISSUES 
OF 
Phoenix Metro 
_ Football 
Magazine 


1982, 1984, 1985,1987, 1988, 
1989, 1991 & 1992 editions of 
Phoenix Metro Football 
Magazine are available 
while they last. 

Mail check for $8.00 
(includes postage/handling) 
to Phoenix Metro Football, 
P.O. Box 27564, 
Tempe, Arizona, 85285. 
Phone: (602)967-7256 


Joe Germaine, 
Mountain View 


Jay Carter, 
Mountain Pointe 


Clay Bringhurst, Shadow Mtn., 5-11, 170 
Mike Brown, Saguaro, 6-0, 180 (so) 
Trung Canidate, Central, 5-10, 165 (jr) 
Jay Carter, Mountain Pointe, 5-9, 175 
Gary Chavez, Tolleson, 5-10, 170 

Tavon Cooper, Deer Valley, 5-11, 185 (jr) 
Shannon Coulter, Peoria, 5-10, 227 (jr) 
Tim Croff, Dobson, 6-4, 240 (jr) 

Jason Camilli, Thunderbird, 6-0, 175 
Kane Dale, Arcadia, 6-2, 202 

Akil Davis, Dobson, 6-0, 180 

Roy Evans, Apollo, 6-0, 205 

Terry Fair, South Mountain, 5-10, 175 
Mike Gardner, Maricopa, 5-10, 160 
Mickey Gates, Mountain Pointe, 6-0, 195 
Gerald Green, Red Mountain, 5-9, 170 (jr) 
Jay Hinton, Maryvale, 6-0, 185 (jr) 
Robert Holcombe, Mesa, 6-0, 190 
Howard Hubbard, T. Browne, 6-3, 220 (jr) 
Brad Johnson, Sunnyslope, 6-2, 205 
Jason Johnson, Agua Fria, 5-11, 167 
Joe Lagona, Bourgade, 5-10, 170 
Kenny Mantle, Coronado, 5-10, 170 (jr) 
Jevon Mason Independence, 5-7, 175 
Micah Moore, North, 5-10, 200 (jr) 

Jeff Paulk, Corona del Sol, 6-1, 215 
Abraham Saiz, Mesa, 6-0, 160 

Ben Sanchez, Washington, 5-10, 165 
John Street, Camelback, 5-8, 165 (jr) 
Russell Trejo, Casa Grande, 5-11, 190 (jr) 
Heath Whetsel, Cortez, 5-11, 180 
Dennis Wolfley, Peoria, 6-0, 196 

Jason Watson, Chandler, 5-10, 198 

Dan Wiedoff, Glendale, 5-10, 190 


ends 


Matt Bair, Arcadia, 6-2, 225 

Brandon Berkley, Mountain View, 5-9, 180 
Adrian Celestino, Agua Fria, 6-4, 220 
Kenny Cheatham, South, 6-4, 177 
Carson Doom, Valley Christian, 6-4, 185 
Gilbert Gutierez, Independence, 5-8, 150 
Andre Harris, Camelb ack, 5-9, 160 (jr) 
Brandon Latart, SCA, 5-10, 170 

Derek Lay, Maryvale, 6-2, 195 
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Jeremy McClimans, CDS, 6-1, 175 
Larry Swisher, Peoria, 6-5, 230 
Byron Wilkerson, North, 6-1, 170 (jr) 
Todd Williams, St. Mary's, 5-11, 180 
Kevin Wyrick, Ironwood, 6-2, 220 


centers 


Donnie Forbes, Chaparral, 6-3, 250 (jr) 
Matt Kimmerle, NWCC, 6-2, 215 

Tony Marcotte, Deer Valley, 5-10, 200 
Nathan Mejia, Tempe, 5-8, 210 

Matt Porter, Westwood, 6-1, 210 

Mike Richardson, Mesa, 6-2, 215 
Brandon Weins, Shadow Mtn., 6-2, 250 


linemen 


Mike Amdahl, Fountain Hills, 6-2, 215 (jr) 
John Ballard, Cactus, 6-6, 296 

Clint Basham, Paradise Valley, 5-9, 190 
Jeff Blanch, Westwood, 6-4, 240 

Beau Bossert, Mountain Pointe, 6-3, 240 
Martez Branston, Trevor Browne, 6-1, 190 
Chris Buscaglio, Dobson, 6-0, 180 
Marshall Clark, Salome, 5-10, 204 

Sean Cowdrey, Arcadia, 5-10, 185 (jr) 
Brian Cracraft, Dobson, 6-4, 235 

Tom Fierros, North, 6-1, 250 (jr) 

Danny Finn, Westwood, 6-5, 260 

Jason Galindo, Ironwood, 6-2, 265 

Matt Griffith, Mesa, 6-3, 225 (jr) 

Anthony Griswold, Greenway, 6-5, 235 
Jason Jaehnig, Arizona Lutheran, 5-9, 192 
Jeff Jaramillo, Maryvale, 5-10, 230 

Dan Johnson, Centennial, 6-1, 244 

Lucky Johnson, Apache Junction, 6-1, 210 
Steven Johnson, Cave Creek, 6-2, 240 
Jon Krenkel, Alhambra, 6-2, 220 

Josh Lowe, Mountain View, 6-3, 215 

Mike Madrill, Maryvale, 6-1, 240 

Charles Martin, Valley Christian, 6-4, 290 
Bret McLeod, Agua Fria, 6-0, 254 

Shay Moran, Peoria, 6-3, 251 

Justin Moss, Cactus, 6-3, 250 

Phil Nielsen, Ironwood, 6-4, 255 


Matt Griffith, 
Mesa (jr) 


Beau Bossert, 
Mountain Pointe 


Mike Patrick, Apollo, 5-7, 160 

Ken Reeves, Corona del Sol, 6-3, 240 
Frank Sciara, Alhambra, 6-3, 235 

Dan Seek, Deer Valley, 6-4, 230 

Jeff Smith, Phoenix Christain, 6-6, 250 
Al Sterling, Red Mountain, 6-0, 225 
Brent Taysom, McClintock, 5-11, 210 
David Tellez, Peoria, 6-4, 235 

Luis Virgil, Glendale, 6-3, 230 

Robert Wallace, Trevor Browne, 6-2, 230 
Ken Westerhaus, Goldwater, 6-5, 230 (jr) 
Tyler Wheeler, Mountain View, 5-9, 180 (jr) 
Randy Williams, Chaparral, 6-4, 230 
Nate Williamson, Cactus, 6-3, 270 
Charles Winston, Central, 6-1, 212 

Brian Wolfe, Chaparral, 6-2, 220 

Joe Young, Arcadia, 6-2, 240 (jr) 


linebackers 


Cliff Amator, Agua Fria, 6-3, 190 

Joey Ambrosius, Maricopa, 6-2, 210 
Don Bolen, Marcos de Niza, 6-2, 190 
Jason Daigle, Ironwood, 6-2, 235 

Seth Darst, Mountain View, 6-0, 195 
Garett DiLandri, Brophy, 6-2, 205 

John Flores, Goldwater, 5-8, 175 

Randy Hakes, Arcadia, 6-3, 220 

Adam Hayden, Mountain Pointe, 6-1, 200 
Tony Hernandez, Gilbert, 5-10, 190 

Jay R. Hiller, Westview, 6-0, 200 
Spencer Inman, Trevor Browne, 6-1, 190 


day R. Hiller, 
Westview 


Wyatt Welch, 
Buckeye 


Joe Jackson, McClintock, 6-3, 200 

Jeff Johnson, Peoria, 6-2, 205 (jr) 

Steve Lenz, Saguaro, 5-11, 190 

Greg Liu, Corona del Sol, 5-11, 211 
John Martin, Camelback, 6-2, 202 

Brian Mills, Wickenburg, 5-10, 185 

Ted Pearson, Cortez, 6-2, 200 

Brian Rademacher, Centennial, 6-2, 218 
Chris Rogers, Agua Fria, 6-2, 200 

Keith Russell, Gilbert, 6-0, 185 

Ken Simonis, Paradise Valley, 5-11, 180 
Matt Sonntag, Arizona Lutheran, 5-11, 185 
Mantel Thomas, Peoria, 5-9, 160 
Santos Vasquez, Agua Fria, 5-11, 180 
Tyler Wallin, Mountain Pointe, 6-0, 200 
Wyatt Welch, Buckeye, 6-3, 205 


deep backs 


Darnell Autrey, Tempe, 6-0, 190 

Brian Blevins, Gilbert, 6-0, 175 
Ramon Celaya, Agua Fria, 5-11, 163 
Scott Drescher, Wickenburg, 5-8, 170 
Greg Fierros, Maryvale, 5-10, 150 
Corey Hawkins, South, 5-9, 165 (jr) 
Mike Hipp, Gila Bend, 5-11, 170 

Eric Johnson, Alhambra, 6-0, 170 (jr) 
Steve Mckeever, Camelback, 5-9, 150 
Jackie Muhammad, South, 5-7, 160 
Kelly Richards, Maricopa, 6-1, 180 
Daryl Schafer, Agua Fria, 6-0, 176 
Paul Shields, Paradise Valley, 6-2, 192 
Brandon Sims, North, 5-9, 155 (jr) 
Gavin Skaggs, Coronado, 6-2, 185 
Steve Stoltz, Highland, 5-10, 170 (jr) 
Rand Wagnor, Horizon, 5-11, 170 


kickers 


Matt Belden, Glendale, 5-10, 180 

Cory Buchberger, Goldwater, 6-1, 178 (jr) 
Tony DiLoretto, St. Mary's, 6-1, 165 
Chris Estes, McClintock, 6-2, 178 

Chris Jordan, Camelback, 5-9, 145 
Derek Lay, Maryvale, 6-2, 195 

Darin Madrigal, Mesa, 6-0, 170 

Cameron Mark, Arcadia, 6-3, 180 (jr) 
Ryan Nicholson, Dobson, 6-0, 175 
Lance Williams, Horizon, 5-11, 170 (jr) 


Apollo Cortez Glendale Greenway Independence Moon Valley 
Sunnyslope Thunderbird Washington 


Behind this door lies 
the district of choice, 
not circumstance. 
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HIGH SCHOOL DISTRICT 


The district that ranks 
in the top 10% in the 

United States, based 

on a number of criteria. 


Call for a FREE information packet including 
a GUHSD map at (602)435-6001 


Mesa players touch a sign of inspiration at the door of the locker room before taking the field against Scottsdale Horizon in the second 
round of the 1992 state 5A playoffs. The Jackrabbits won the game, 28-0. (Phoenix Gazette photo/David Mcintyre) 


Mesa's Football Legions March On 


Wearing its second state crown in three 
years, Mesa enters the 1993 campaign as 
the team to shoot at, until proven other- 
wise 
titles and more games (see chart) than any 
school in Arizona, return 14 key lettermen, 
including a flock of backs which helped 
the state champs gain 4,997 yards. 

Key returnee is quarterback Mikel 
Moreno (5-8, 185), a tough two-way player 
with big play savvy. Last fall, Moreno car- 
ried the ball 107 umes for 939 yards and 10 
scores, He averaged 8.8 yards per clip. 


ae Jackrabbits, winners of 11 state 


Passing, the little "Rabbit signal caller com- 
pleted 66 of 129 (51%) for 1,145 yards and 
11 touchdowns. 

But he's not alone. Texas transfer Robert 
Holcombe (6-0, 190), with 4.6 speed, might 
be the best back in the league. He rushed 
for 1,509 yards (8.6) and scored 18 touch- 
downs. You can't key on him, either. Not 
with Abraham Saiz (6-0, 160) in the same 
backfield. As a junior, he managed 81 car- 
ries for 600 yards and 11 scores 

But like all championship clubs, includ- 


ing last years Mesa squad, the big games 
are won up front, in the trenches, and with 
defense. That's were the holes need to be 


5A CENTRAL REGION 


1. Mesa 

2. Mesa Dobson 

3. Tempe Corona del Sol 
4. Tempe McClintock 

5. Chandler 

6. Yuma 


filled. With center Mike Richardson (6-2, 
215), the 'Rabbits should have a good 
replacement for all-stater Steve McKane, 
whose father, Bill, filled in for Jim Rattay 
when the head coach became ill. 

But the top prospect might be a junior, 
two-way tackle Matt Griffith (6-2 5), the 
next in a long line of tough Mesa linemen 


Some of his bigger teammates include tack- 


les Mike Manguia (6-3, 245), Clay Stapley 
(6-2, 200) and Bobby Howell (6-1, 240). All 
are seniors 
Moving targets for QB Moreno come in 
all sizes, like WR Troy Tyler (5-11, 180) or 
TE Cabe Ellis (6-3, 190), who doubles at 
linebacker. And the kicking game looks 
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sound, as young Darin Madrigal, who 
booted a school record 53 extra points and 


five field goals, returns. 

Last fall, the 'Rabbits finished 13-1, beat- 
ing rival Mountain View in the 5A finals, 
14-8. They averaged 30.3 points, scored a 
total of 426, and won a school record 13 
games. Their only loss came early, a 19-7 
setback to top-ranked Tempe McClintock. 
But the Chargers bowed out of the playoffs 
atch never materialized. 


early, and a rer 
Dobson, lately the mystery club in the 
league, might reach its potential this fall, 
with 15 pl back, including its usual 
number of giant linemen, and one of the 
fastest backs in the West. 

That back is Akil Davis (6-0, 180), the 
Class 5A 100-meter champ at 10.51 sec- 
That's the fastest 100 meters run by 


ond 
an Arizona schoolboy since Tucson 
Amphi's Mike Bates, now with the Seattle 
Seahawks, ran 10.39 in 1988. With 4.4 
speed, Davis 1s most dangerous on kickoff 
returns, and roams the defensive sec- 
ondary. The Mustangs finished 7-4 last fall, 
and departed tailback LaVale Woods (USC) 
added his name to a long list of good 


Dobson running backs. 


1993 
Phoenix Metro 
5A Top 20 


1. Mesa Jackrabbits 
2. Mountain View Toros 
3. Westwood Warriors 
4. Dobson Mustangs 
5. Mountain Pointe Pride 
6. Maryvale Panthers 
7. Red Mountain Lions 
8. Trevor Browne Bruins 
9. Deer Valley Skyhawks 
10. Moon Valley Rockets 
11. Corona del Sol Aztecs 
12. Apollo Hawks 
13. McClintock Chargers 
14. St. Mary's Knights 
15. South Mountain Jaguars 
16. Gilbert Tigers 
17. Brophy Prep Broncos 
18. Shadow Mtn. Matadors 
19. Horizon Huskies 
20. Chandler Wolves 


The next might be Davis, or junior Tim 
Croff (6-4, 240), one of the biggest full- 
backs in the state. And speaking of big, 
mentor Mike Clark might field his biggest 
club ever, starting with OT/DE Brian 
Cracraft (6-4, 235), with 5.0 forty speed, 
one of the better linemen in the 5A 
Central. Teammate Jesse Hart (6-6, 265) 
looks impressive. Chris Buscagillo (6-0, 
180) is the Mustangs' other DE. 1 
linebacking corps includes Jim Farley (6-2, 
210), Matt Marquez (6-2, 210) and Chad 
Rowland (5-10, 180). Seniors Jeremy Jones 
(6-0, 190) and Seth Frost (5-9, 175) will 
compete at quarterback. 

"We will be young in key positions, like 
QB, tackle, linebacker and running back," 
say é -0 at the Mesa school. "But 
the kids are good athletes. And our kicking 
game will be back to form with a healthy 
Ryan Nickolson." Dobson opens at home 
on Sept. 10 against Tempe Mountain 
Pointe. 

Corona del Sol, coached by Gary 
Venturo, fell victim to the injury bug and 
finished 5-6. "W have a lot of experience 
coming back," says the head coach, who 


‘he 


welcomes 23 lettermen. "If we stay away 
from injuries we should have a good year" 
One thing for sure, the Aztecs have four 
of the better players in the league in 
WR/DB Jeremy McClimans, two-way tackle 
Ken Reeves, RB/LB Jeff Paulk and OT/LB 


Johnson. "We had outstanding indi 


Greg Liu. McClimans (6-1, 175) caught 36 
passes for 530 yards and three TDs; Reeves 
(6-3, 240) is a hard hitter and runs a 5.0; 
Paulk (6-1, 215) carried 97 times for 432 
tough yards, four scores; Liu (5-11, 211) 
was one of the leading tacklers in the area 
with 45 solos, 110 assists. 

Senior Tim Vasquez (5-11, 165) will 
probably start at QB. The rest of the senior 
class should include WR/DB Mike 
Geogvich, WR/DB Chris Marker, and inten- 
or linemen Royce Gildersleeve, Dave 
Anguis, Rico Marquez and Craig Hayden, 
to name a few. Corona should get depth 


help from a 5-3 junior varsity. The Aztecs 
ainst Gilbert. 

For 10 weeks last fall, no Arizona 
school had a better ride than McClintock. 
Coach Dennis Johnson' Chargers were 
rated No, | for three months. An excellent 


open at home 


defensive club, the Tempe school included 
among its 10 victims state champ Mesa. 
But in the first round of the playoffs, 
Westwood knocked the Chargers' lights 
out, 39-3. Seven weeks e& . McClintock 
had beaten Westwood 46-7, on the same 
field. 
"We had a good regular season, but it 


was a disaster in the playoffs," insists 
idual 
players, but should have been better as a 


team." 
How talented was McClintock? The 
Chargers produced five Division I signees 


and 10 junior college picks; Texas state 


champ Temple produced five major col- 


ALL-TIME 
ARIZONA HIGH SCHOOL 
FOOTBALL VICTORIES 


-1920-92 
-1912-92 
-1925-92 
-1915-92 
1921-92 
-1906-92 
.1923-92 
-1923-92 
1923-92 
-1913-81 
.1929-92 
1924-92 
1924-92 
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lege, five JC. 

"We will be a much smaller, inexperi- 
enced team," 
a very enthu 


adds Johnson. "But we have 


ic group committed to 
winning." 

Not so small or inexperienced is 
linebacker Joe Jackson (6-3, 200), who 
doubles at tight end. Teammate Brent 
Taysom (5-11, 210) 1s a good two-way line- 
man. The kicking game is strong again, 
with Chris Estes (6-2, 178) back in the line- 
up. Considered one of the two best place 
kickers in the Valley, Estes filled in for 
injured all-state kicker Marcus Williams,He 
was a perfect 16/16 on extra points (7 vs 


Chandler), and booted three field goals, 
with a longest of 39 yards. 
Of the 16 returning players from one of 
McClintock's all-time best clubs, DB/WR 
Pascal Volz (6-0, 195), CB/RB Jamie Palmer 
(5-9, 170) and LB Tim Kile (6-1, 175) are 
thr *rs to watch in '93. 
McClintock opens Sept. 10 at Tempe. 

The biggest news in Chandler is the 
arrival of the school's new coach. A sign in 
the athletic director's office reads "Jerry 
Loper: Welcome to CHS football. From a 
Warrior to a Wolf." 

Loper, who coached at Mesa Westwood 
for the past 17 y is a proven winner. 
The Wolves, 2-8 last year, haven't had 
much of that going for them lately. Overall, 
coaching at Antelope, Tucson Amphi and 


+ additional C 


Westwood, Loper has a 202-92-9 record, 
making him the ninth coach in Arizona his- 
tory to reach the 200-win level. Twice, 
once at Amphi and later at Westwood, his 
teams won state titles. 
The Wolves have their share of good 
players, especially all-region linebacker 
Jason son (5-10, 198), also the team's 
fullbe Quality linemen include center 
Jamie Thompson (6-2, 225), and two-way 
tackles David Rose (6-3, 230) and Jose 
Rosete (6-0, 210), Running bac! <s John 
Jones (5-6, 155) and junior Tyrice Brooks 
(5-8, 165) are small, but tough two-way 
players, doubling in the secondary. 
"There is a lot of enthusiasm in the 
town, the school, the administration, with 
the kids and the parents," says the Wolves' 


head coach. "Everyone is more than willing 


to cooperate." 


5A EAST VALLEY REGION 


1. Mesa Mountain View 
2. Mesa Westwood 

3. Tempe Mountain Pointe 
4. Mesa Red Mountain 

5. Gilbert 

6. Tempe Marcos de Niza 


For Toro fans, it was quite a_ roller 
t fall, Mountain View 


coaster ride. Las 


DOBSON 
MUSTANGS 


MESA HIGH SCHOOL 
JACKRABBITS 


MOUNTAIN VIEW 
TOROS 


MESA PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS 


DEDICATED TO THE 
PURSUIT OF EXCELLENCE 
LEADING THE VALLEY IN 
ACADEMICS AND ATHLETICS 
SINCE 1920 


ACADEMICS 


Among the nation's 50 largest school districts, Mesa 
ranked FIRST in Academic Excellence in 1988 
(based on results of A.C.T. Test) 


ATHLETICS 


During the 1980s, "student athletes" from Mesa 
Public Schools posted outstanding performances in 
the 5A Conference, winning 34 State Championships 
in the following sports: 

e Baseball 

e Basketball — Boys and Girls 

e Cross Country — Boys 

e Golf — Boys 

e Softball 

e@ Swimming — Boys and Girls 

e Tennis — Boys 

e Track and Field — Boys and Girls 

e Volleyball 


DR. JAMES K. ZAHARIS, SUPERINTENDENT, 


DICK ANDERSON, ATHLETIC DIRECTOR 
549 N. STAPLEY e MESA, AZ 85213 @ 602/898-7885 


opened the season in Aloha Stadium in 
Honolulu, and finished in Sun Devil 
Stadium in Tempe. A 14-8 loss to Mesa in 
the Class SA championship game closed 
out a 9-5 campaign. 

"You have to credit the character of the 
kids," claims head coach Jesse Parker, 210- 
60-3 during his career. "We lost four of our 
first five games and ended up in the finals. 
We should have another outstanding year, 
with one of the state's best quarterbacks, 
and good skilled kids." 

Parker's talented signal caller is Joe 
Germaine, a 6-1, 180-pound senior with 
good speed (4.8) and football savvy. He 
excels in the secondary, returning an inter- 
ception 98 Is against Westwood. In 14 
games, Germaine completed 101 of 185 
passes (55%) for 1,701 yards and 16 scor- 
ing strikes, He v i 


intercepted only 
times. 

Another all-state candidate is senior Josh 
Lowe, a tough 6-3, 215-pound fullback- 
linebacker with 4.8 speed, and good athlet- 
ic ability. Last spring, Lowe was the Class 
5A discus champ with a throw of 176-11. 
Receiver Brandon Berkley (5-9, 180), 
TE/LB Seth Darst (6-0, 195) and junior line- 
man Tyler Wheeler (5-9, 180) are high pro- 


file Toros with all-league potential. 

Besides Berkley, Germaine has a flock 
of good receivers to work with, including 
Scott Woffinden (6-0, 160) and Nathan 
Barber (6-0, 165). Backup QB Griffin 
Goodman (6-1, 185) plays tight end and 
linebacker. At 6-2, 250-pounds, tackle 
Travis Schureman is the Toros! biggest line- 


man. One transfer who could make a big 
impact is running back Shay Johnson 
junior who last year rushed for 750 yards at 


Tempe Corona del Sol. 

This fall, Mountain View opens at home 
against Scottsdale Horizon. A Sept. 24 
game at Tucson Canyon del Oro is the far- 


That's a lot closer than 


thest trip they take 


aii. This year's schedule favors the 
, rival Mesa 


Toros. They do not meet ci 


during the regular season. 

At Westwood, the Warriors have two 
big holes to fill. Biggest is departed head 
coach Jerry Loper, who has taken his 202 
wins to Chandler, to revive the Wolves 
struggling program. One of his biggest 
wins came last season, when the Warriors 
shocked top-rated, and nationally ranked 
Tempe McClintock, 39-3, in the first round 
of the state playoffs. Earlier, McClintock 
had embarrassed Loper's club, 46-7 

Another big loss is wide receiver 


Brandon Thomas, a two-time all-stater who 
led the Phoenix metro region with 47 
catches for 842 yards. The Mesa city player 
picked up his diploma and headed for 


Mesa 


"You don't replace a coach like Jerry, or 
a great player like Thomas," says new men- 
tor Curt Palmer, a long time W 
tant. "It was a shock when Jerry said he 
was leaving. But I'm really excited. I've 


arrior assis- 


been a head coach before (Minnesota). It's 


great to be doing that here." 

Unlike Warrior teams of the past, this 
year's best players are linemen, starting 
with giant OT Dan Finn (6-5, 260), center 
Matt Porter (6-1, 210) and OT/DT Jeff 
Blanch (6-4, 240). If Westwood keeps its 
wishbone offense, these three will make it 
go, along with OT Brent Lizakowsky (6-2, 
210) and OG John Arnett (6-2, 200). 

Senior QB Dave Mendez (5-11, 160) 
replaces departed Ted Gonzales. David 


Solinic (6-1, 160) is a promising receiver, 
but might be a better defensive back. 
Adam Hammond (6-0, 175) is a tough mid- 
dle linebacker. 

Westwood opens the '93 campaign at 
home with Phoenix St. Mary's, then travels 
to Tucson Amphi before meeting rival 
Dobson, at Dobson. Then state champ 
Mesa comes to visit. 


Just when the East Valley and Central 
regions had enough competition to deal 
with, Tempe goes and builds another 
school, names it Mountain Pointe, and 
hires Karl Kiefer, one of the winningest 
coaches in the state. Last fall in Class 4A 
competition, with no seniors on campus, 
Kiefer's young club went 8-4 and reached 
the state quarterfinals. 

Every player on the squad, plus two 
dozen juniors up from a near perfect JV 
club, return. Two of the best are backs, 
tailback Jay Carter (5-9, 175) and wingback 
Mickey Gates (6-0, 195). Carter runs 40 
yards in 4.5 seconds, and was the state 4A 
sprint champ at 10.79. Last fall he averaged 
6.8 yards per clip, rushing for 1,486 yards 
on 218 carries His biggest game was a 28- 
27 win over Phoenix Thunderbird: 23 car- 
ries, 254 yards, four touchdowns. During a 
56-20 playoff win over Marana Mountain 
View, Carter carried the ball 37 times. 
Overall, he scored 21 times, good for 126 


points. 
Runningmate Gates rushed for 739 
(7.5) and five scores, 


yards on 99 carrie 
with a longest of 78 yards. During a wild 
33-32 game with Yuma, Gates rushed for 
207 y +s. He averaged 28.1 
yards per catch during the season, and 
scored on an 86 yard kickoff against 
Alhambra. 

Quarterback Doug Szanto (6-2, 190) 
runs the show. An excellent student, he hit 
68 targets for 951 yards in the Prides' run 
oriented offense, with the longest an 86- 
yarder, to Gates. Szanto's prime target was 
litle Mike Collins (5-7, 145), with 34 catch- 
es for 436 yards Speedy (4.6) little Skeeter 
Brown (5-8, 160) has good hands and 
moves. Fullback Tyler Wallin (6-0, 200) 
averaged 6.7 yards per carry, but his 
strength is at linebacker, where he joins 
Gates, Wade Sipple (5-10, 200) and Adam 
Hayden (6-1, 200) to give The Pointe a 


rds on 13 carri 


YOU'LL BE 
THUNDERSTRUCK. 


For detailed high school football coverage, catch “Friday 


Night Thunder” in The Phoenix Gazette. Published in 
Saturdays Sports Weekend section, its one feature thatill 
leave you thunderstruck. 
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Mesa Football Booster Club 
Salutes The 1992 
5A Champion Jackrabbits! 


"Arizona's All-Time Winningest Football Program!" 


MESA HIGH SCHOOL 


@ State record 517 wins since 1920! @ One dozen Prep All-Americans! 

@ Eleven Class 5A football championships! @ Former Coach Mutt Ford's record: 227-60-14! 
@ 1986 Class 5A semifinalist! @ Nationally ranked in 1950, '54, '60 & '63! 

@ 15 Class 5A runnerups! @ Posted .820 winning mark in decade of the '30s! 
@ 30-10-2 record vs. out-of-state teams! @ Intercepted state-record 33 passes in 1947! 

@ 10-0-0 record vs. California schools! @ Scored in 85 straight games between 1945-53! 
@ 14-10-2 record vs. Texas schools! @ Scored in 84 consecutive games from 1955-63! 
@ 6-0-0 record vs. New Mexico and Utah schools! @ Eight professional football stars! 


Mesa High School, 1630 E. Southern Avenue, 
Mesa, 85204, Phone (602) 898-5900 
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strong defensive front. 

But if Mountain Pointe is to compete in 
this tough 5A region, the men in the 
trenches are the key. With all-region tackle 
Beau Bossert (6-3, 240) back, the line looks 
solid. This two-way 
TJ. Rodriquez (6-1, 200), lan Rodgers (5- 
11, 185), Ronnie Hernandez (5-11, 190), 
Denny Jones (6-2, 220), Jon Larsen (6-3, 
230), Lincoln Olsen (6-0, 180), Billy 
Robinson (6-1, 190), Jeff Sears (6-0, 185), 
Sean Steimel (5-11, 200) and junior 
Prue (5-9, 180) to open holes for The 
Pointe's speedy running corps, or plug up 


ter joins the likes of 


ison 


the opponents.' 

The Pointe gets tested early, with an 
opener at Mesa Dobson, followed by a TV 
game at home with defending state cham- 
pion Mesa. 

Finally, Red Mountain is in the hunt. 
The Mountain Lions, in their fifth year, 
reached the playoffs. A 42-3 shellacking by 
Mesa in the playoffs first round ended the 
season at 5-6. Fifteen lettermen and solid 


players from good JV teams will help. 


"We should be as good, maybe better, 
than last year because of more returning 
starters," says Jones, a former state 
decathlon champion. "But we need to find 
a quarterback." 

With junior Gerald Green (5-9, 170) in 
the lineup, they don't need to find a run- 


ning back. The speedy (4.6) Lion gained 
1,076 yards as a soph, 211 against 


Westwood, and scored 11 touchdowns. He 
rushed for better than 100 yards in the final 
game of the season two years ago, after 
getting moved up from the freshman team. 
Senior Al Sterling (6-0, 225), one of the 

best players in the region, ted at full- 
back and linebacker as a sophomore. He 
has been switched to tackle on offense, but 


defensively, joins Jorge Borboa (6-1, 210) 


Introducing our 


MOST 


and Mick Pageler (6-3, 210) to give the 
Lions a veteran crop of linebackers. 
Offensively, Borboa, along with senior 
Mike Bono (5-9, 220), are tackles. Pageler 
doubles at TE, while Jeremy Cross (5-11, 


175) joins the speedy Green in the back- 
field, and doubles afety. Mike Mendez 
(5-9, 170) and Mike Luketich (5-9, 170) 
look like bookends, double at WR/DE, and 
both run 40 yards in 4.9 seconds. 

Gilbert, coached by Richard Gray, 
should have a solid club, even with new 


Highland High opening down the road 
The Tigers look set at the skill positions, 
dut the new school might hurt its depth. 
"We became more competitive in a tough 
says Gray, whose club finished 4- 


region," 
6. "But we need to win the close games. 
Without a doubt, Gilbert's strength is at 
inebacker, where starters Tony Hernandez 
(5-10, 190) and Keith Russell (6-0, 185) 
return. Brian Blevins (6-0, 175) is a proven 


defensive back, along with Aaron Clare (6- 
0, 170). Josh Rutledge (6-1, 185) is an 
emerging punter. 

Jason check (6-1, 190), a junior, and 
Geoffrey White (6-0, 170) will battle for the 
QB slot. Fullback Travis McKinzie (5-10, 
190 and TB Trent Waller (6-1, 180) are the 
runners. Tackles James Langston (6-0, 195) 
and Jeremy Chapman (6-4, 235) man the 
trenches 

At Marcos de Niza, head coach Mike 
Clupper's strength stands in the trenches, 
where the Padres return five senior letter- 
men: Tony Marshall (6-2, 275), Bill Price 
250), Brent Walden (6-3, 215), Tevis 
West (5-11, 180) and Steve Williams (6-1, 
190). Juniors Hans Anderson (6-1, 190), Joe 
Hauptman (6-0, 180) and Jeff Nelson (6-1, 
205), all good wrestlers, will add quickness 


and depth. 
At least 10 backs with speed and savvy 


1993 Buick Park Avenue Ultra 


VALUABLE 
PLAYERS 


TON Y 


M. 


COURY 


will compete for positions. Last year's JV 
quarterback, Randy Downing, and frosh 
starter, Ryan Leyba, will take snaps for the 


Vv: 


ty. Running backs include powerfull 
senior C. Berry (5-9, 185), along with 
sophomores Perry Wilson and Clark Fisher. 
The receiving corps includes Don Bolen 
(6-2, 190), a two-v returner Brian 
Willingham, and junior Steve Culbertson, 
who will handle the kicking duties with 
Bolen and Mario Flores. Defensively, it will 
be Bolen again who is the key. The three 


Arter 


sport letterman is the Padres' best chance 
for post season honors. 


5A FIESTA REGION 


1. Phoenix Moon Valley 
2. Glendale Apollo 

3. Phoenix St. Mary's 
4. Phoenix Brophy Prep 
5. Yuma Cibola 

6. Phoenix Central 


Life after Earl Putman, the popular 
Moon Valley coach who retired in 1989, 
hasn't been all roses, but this year the 
Rockets might be the team to beat in the 


Fiesta Region. Coach Mel Harms! crew 
returns 19 squad members, but most 
important, good players from a 7-1 JV unit 
are on the way. 

Still, the key players are seniors, starting 
with talented two-way star Rick Cordova 
(6-0, 180), the Rockets! quarter! 
sive back. He'll have a flock of 
to work with, too, including Lee Cherry (5- 
11, 200), Nick Hoskins (5-7, 150), Jake 
Weaver (5-7, 155) and J.D. Hartsfield (5- 
10, 155), the team's kicker. Big Frank 


ick/defen- 


Arizona Football 
for over 50 years. 
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1993 GMC Jimmy 4 Door 


"Sales, Service, Body Shop, Parts & Leasing" 
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We Salute the 
Mesa City Player 


of the Year 


201 W. Juanita 
Mesa -85210- 
(602)964-8888 


Roane Brandon Thomas, Westwood, WR 


ike Cook, Mountain View, WR/DB/K 


Grady Benton, M 

Jorgensen, 

Smith, Mountain View, RB 
Josh Arnold, Dobson, RB/DB 
Quin Rodriguez, Dobson, PK 
Bob Davis, Mountain View, LB 
Pat Schabel, Westwood, WR 

aul Kasprzyk, Mountain View, 

Keith Moody, Mountain View, T 
Brian Denton, Mesa, T 
Kevin Van Norman, Mountain View, DB 
Todd Shell, Mountain View, LB 
Keith Miller, Mountain Vi 


Ron Sowe 


, Mountain View, T 


ed Freeman, Westwood, T 
Darrel LeSuer, Mesa, LB 
Ronnie Bonner, 

Mickey Hatcher, Me 
Don Woods, Mesa, WR 


anny Whi 
Benny Alv 


wood, WR 
estwood, QB 


Ken Hatcher, } 


Westwood's two-time all-state receiver Brandon Thomas. 
(Mesa Tribune photo) 


Mickey Hatcher Brian Denton 
Mesa Mesa 


Distributor of Landscape & 


Irrigation Products 
Offices in Mesa, Scottsdale, Glendale, Tucson & Las Vegas 


Espinoza (6-1, 235) is the Rockets' top line- 
man. 

"We need a great effort from all to 
improve last year's record," says Harms, 
whose club finished 4-6. "Juniors from the 
JV team need to fill into the open posi- 
tions." 

It was a disappointing year for the 
Hawks, where Rudy Pacheco's club fin- 
ished 2-8. But with 16 lettermen, plus one 
of the best backs in the city, returning, 
Apollo could make a run for the playoffs. 
"We are optimistic about the 1993 season," 
says the head coach. 

And for good reason, with running back 
Roy Evans (6-0, 205) back. With 4.7 speed, 
the gifted Hawk did a lot of the work last 
year: 169 carries for 917 yards (5.4 ype) 
and 11 touchdowns; 11 catches for 153 
yards (13.9 ype), 20 kickoff returns for 519 
yards (25.4 ypr); four punt returns for 84 
yards (21.0 ypr); 1,673 all-purpose yards in 
nine games - for a team which won only 
twice! 

But Evans can't do it alone. Starting with 
junior QB Roman Gonzales (5-9, 145), the 
Hawks need a team effort to reach the 
playoffs. Fullback Josh Garrison (5-10, 
180), OG Mike Patrick (5-7, 160), OT Chris 
Frisby (6-1, 230), and a flock of receivers, 
including Julio Navarette (6-1, 180), Charles 
Norbury (6-2, 190), Robert Andrade (5-10, 
160), and junior Jon Hatch (6-0, 170), give 
Apollo much needed scoring punch. 

And the defense looks solid, especially 
the secondary, with Scott Ulm (6-1, 175), 
Randy Cajthaml (6-0, 170) and Kirk Eaton 
(6-1, 160) in the lineup. Linebackers 
Quincey Ray and Chris Perkins, plus down 
linemen David Kline, Bubba Scelzo and 
Coy Johns are not big, but give the Hawks 
a tough, quick forward wall. 

After dropping three games in four 
weeks, St. Mary's responded with six 
straight wins and a third straight region 
crown. It was the Knights' 13th consecutive 
trip to the playoffs. 

"We face a tough non-league schedule, 
with Westwood, Salpointe, Horizon, 
Maryvale and Mountain Pointe," says Pat 
Farrell, 139-42-2 as a head coach. "We look 
for a better than average club that will 
have to mature quickly to deal with our 
schedule. We have a good upcoming 
sophomore group, but will have to live 
thru more leaner times than normal." 

As always, a sound kicking game, plus a 
good collection of receivers who can catch 
the ball, are strengths. Tony DiLoretto (6-1, 
155) was an all-region kicker as a junior. 
He was perfect on 24 PAT tries, and hit 
nine of 14 field goal attempts; the longest a 
school record 52-yarder against Brophy. 

All-region end Todd Williams (5-11, 
180) caught 36 passes, good for 506 yards 
and two scores. Junior wingback Roger 


Aguilar (5-10, 170), with 4.7 speed, is 
another good pass catcher. But who will 
throw the ball? Whoever it is, along with 
tough little running back Brett Haywood 
(5-9, 175), should get good protection from 
returning lettermen like center Mark 
Nordstrom (6-0, 210) and tackle Matt Rojas 
(6-1, 225). Depth, always a problem at St. 
Mary's, appears to be a bigger problem this 
year. 

For the first time in three years, Brophy 
Prep will find out what life without Mike 
Mitchell is like. The state player of the year, 
who rushed for 5,669 yards and scored 76 
career touchdowns, picked up his diploma 
and headed for Stanford. All three Bronco 
teams reached the playoffs. 

"This season we look to improve defen- 
sively," says head coach Tim Sanford. "We 
return four starters, two at linebacker and 
two in the secondary. Our main concern is 
the line. We return no starters on the line." 

Seniors Garett DiLandri (6-2, 205), with 
4.9 speed, and Ryan Burke (5-10, 185) are 
the returning linebackers. Chris Hanhila (5- 
10, 165) and junior Donya Mitchell (6-1, 
185) are veteran deep backs. Sure handed 
Eric Vandertoorn (6-2, 170) started at split 
end. 

Quarterback Steve O'Hare (6-3, 190) is 
one of five more seniors who should per- 
form well. The rest include linemen Brad 
Donavan (6-1, 220) and Jack Mosca (5-11, 
210), LB Clay Moiza (6-0, 190) and WR Jeff 
Leathers (5-9, 160). Juniors who should 
start include tackle John Lindquist (5-11, 
215), LB Heath Lipson (5-11, 190), DB 
Tyler Chester (6-1, 165) and RB Steve 
Caniglia (5-8, 160). Keep an eye on 
Dominic Brunetti, a promising 6-foot, 185- 
pound sophomore linebacker. 

Being hired four hours before the first 
game was not the best position to be in as 
a new coach. But Jim Ford's Bobcats made 
great strides at Phoenix Central, becom- 
ing competitive and upsetting Moon Valley 
during a 2-8 campaign. 

"That was a sign we were heading in 
the right direction," says Ford. "We have 
great team speed. But being competitive is 
not acceptable anymore. We should con- 
tend for the playoffs." 

Most of the speed is in the junior class, 
starting with RB Trung Canidate (5-10, 
165), a 4.5 burner who burned Moon 
Valley with a 98 yard kickoff return during 
that 30-20 upset. Running mates Willie 
Ponds (5-9, 175) and Darren Williams (5-7, 
185) both run 4.6. All three play defense, 
along with the school's top lineman, senior 
Charles Winston (6-1, 212), who doubles at 
LB. Guards Kahkuyan Brewer (5-9, 180) 
and Charles LeJander (5-9, 195) are two 
way players. Chris Normandin (5-9, 170) is 
the 'Cats' quarterback. 
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If quarterback is a position that could 
make or break a team, then Deer Valley is 
set. The Skyhawks, coached by Fred 
Haeger, have one of the top signal callers 
in the Desert Region in Brandon Seare, a 6- 
2, 180-pound senior with 4.7 speed. Each 
play, Seare will be the second 'Hawk to 
touch the ball. First is center Tony Marcotte 
(5-10, 200), who, along with OG Dan Seek 
(6-4, 230) played on the school's 5A run- 
nerup baseball team last spring. 

Two-way tackle Doug Morrison (6-3, 
250) and junior tackle Scott Dyke (6-3, 220) 
join the above three to give Deer Valley the 
biggest forward wall in the region. 

"This could be our best team to date," 
says Haeger, whose club went 5-6 and 
reached the playoffs. "We've had two good 
JV teams back-to-back. We return five 
starters on offense, four on defense. And 
we return our kicker and punter." 

The junior class should supply plenty of 
spark with tailback Tavon Cooper (5-11, 
185), a blazer with 4.6 speed who aver- 
aged 9.9 yards as a soph on the varsity; 
and RB/LB Phil Hayward (5-10, 195), 
another speedy 'Hawk with 4.6 speed. 

Another Desert Region club with plenty 
of beef is Shadow Mountain, where Mark 
Stanley returns nine starters from a 3-7 
team. The QB, leading scorer and entire 
line is almost intact. Quarterback Todd 
Klopfenstein (6-0, 160) returns for one 
more season. He runs 40 yards in 4.7 sec- 
onds. Halfback Clay Bringhurst (5-11, 170) 
is the most dangerous back in the 
Matadors! option. Center Brandon Weins 
(6-1, 250) is the leader on the line. 

His teammates are big: OG Mark 
Maynard (6-0, 210), OT James Hawks (6-2, 
240), OT Matt Allen (6-2, 225) and TE J.R. 
Ewing (6-3, 240), a transfer student. 
Maynard and TE Andrew Taylor (6-2, 205) 
are juniors. Speedy Richard Moore (5-11, 
150) is a good receiver. He, and all his 
teammates listed above, start on defense. 

Horizon, coached by Doug Shaffer, got 
beat in the quarterfinals by state champ 
Mesa, ending a 10-2 ride. "We had great 
senior leadership, with a lot of skilled ath- 
letes," says Shaffer. "But we lost 34 seniors 
to graduation." 

A tough non-league schedule could 
make or break the Husky's back: Mesa 
Mountain View, Brophy Prep, St. Mary's, 


Trevor Browne and Westwood. To help, 
the coaching staff looks for senior leader- 
ship from QB/DB Rand Wagner (5-11, 
105), SE/DB Chad Lanese (5-11, 170), 
OG/DT Steve McDonald (5-9, 190), SE/DB 
John Schweikert (5-10, 160), OT/DT 
Reagan Rogers (5-10, 210), and TE/LB 
Kolby Sparks (6-1, 180), to name a few. 
Karim Harris, a promising LB/TE, moved to 
Philadelphia. 

Heading the junior class is OG/DT Mike 
Malano (6-2, 210), RB/DB John Clayton (5- 
8, 100), FB/LB Brooks Tyree (5-9, 205), 
and all-city kicker Lance Williams (5-11, 
170), who could be a good one. Since 
everybody listed must go both ways, the 
Husky grid machine can't afford too many 
injuries. 

After opening the season with a victory, 
Saguaro struggled and dropped nine 
straight games. Only six lettermen return, 
but all is not gloomy. The Sabercats appear 
optimistic, with the hiring of Tim Beck 
from Kansas State University. 

If QB Brett Berger (6-0, 180) stays 
healthy, that's a big plus. The talented 
senior has good speed (4.7) and a good 
arm. On the defensive side of the ball, LB 
Steve Lenz (5-11, 190) is the 'Cats' best bet. 
And looking down the road, Saguaro might 
have the best young back in Scottsdale, 
sophomore Mike Brown (6-0, 180), a tail- 
back-safety with 4.5 speed. 

But even the fastest of backs can't run 
without blocking. Last fall, Saguaro scored 
only 88 points; gave up 343. But the line 
looks impressive, with tackles Travis Volf 
(6-5, 245) and junior Mike Wilhelm (6-7, 
275) in the lineup. Quarterbacks Berger 
and young soph Ryan Smith (6-2, 180) will 
have four senior receivers to work with: 
Jason Wize (5-11, 180), Ed Bailey (5-11, 
160), Jeff Fassett (6-2, 180) and junior 
Shiloh McClain (5-9, 160). All three can 
scoot, with McClain the quickest with 4.5 
speed. 

Defensively, the 'Cats were the worst in 
the city last fall. But Lenz, Nathan Babb (6- 
0, 195) and junior Chris Dunlevy (5-10, 
185) give Saguaro three quick linebackers. 
Senior Pat Brathwaite (5-10, 200) and 
junior Nate McBride (5-11, 205) will proba- 
bly start at defensive ends. The 'Cats open 
the season Sept. 10 at home, against 
Tucson Canyon del Oro. 

Newest school on the block is North 
Canyon, which opens in Sept. and jumps 
right into 5A warfare. The Rattlers, which 
had no head coach by mid-June, split off 
from the established Paradise Valley High, 
which will drop down to 4A for at least 
two years. Although NCHS will have a 
senior class from the start, they will proba- 
bly find the going rough in the Desert 
Valley this year. 


5A METRO REGION 


1. Phoenix Maryvale 
2. Phoenix Trevor Browne 


3. South Mountain 

4. Phoenix North 

5. Phoenix Camelback 
6. Phoenix Carl Hayden 


The 1992 season lasted one play too 
long for Maryvale. In the first round of the 
playoffs, with one second left, Canyon del 
Oro hit Maryvale with a bomb. The 
unranked Dorados upset the second- 
ranked Panthers 41-34, finishing Maryvale's 
season at 10-1. 

Head coach Buck Hall hopes the 
upcoming season, his 13th at the Phoenix 
school, will be a lucky one. He's just two 
wins shy of 100. Seven of his last eight 
teams have won nine or more games 
"We're optimistic," he adds. "We have a 
ass, backed up by a good 


good senior cl 
junior class." 

Maryvale has it usual collection of backs 
who can run, good solid linemen, and a 
quick defense, featuring deep backs Brian 
(6-0, 160) and Greg Fierros (5-10, 150). 
Offensively, Brian is the Panthers' quarter- 
back, Greg a starting receiver. 

The senior clz so features tackles 
Mike Madril.(6-1, 240) and Jeff Jaramillo (5- 
10, 230), TE Derek Lay (6-2, 195) and 
speedy little back Deli Hayes (5-8, 150), 
who also plays in the secondary. Lay is the 
team's kicker. Last fall, he was 60/65 on 
PATS, 30-straight once, and has 92 during 


Running backs Jay Hinton (6-0, 185) 
and Aaron Childress (5-10, 170) head an 
impressive junior class, which finished 8-0 
last year. Like most Maryvale teams, speed 
is the name of the game at this westside 
school, which sent two grads into the NFL 
last fall: LB Darren Woodson (Dallas 
Cowboys) and DB Phillippi Sparks (New 
York Giants). Last year's once beaten club 
averaged 42 points per game. 

Trevor Browne also bowed out in the 
first round to a Tucson school. Bill Mitton's 
Bruins finished 8-3 after falling to 
Amphitheater, 30-7. "We had a good sea- 
son," says Mitton, 152-85-1 in the prep 
ranks. "But we fumbled too much. We can't 
do that and win." 

Again, Trevor Browne is loaded at the 


skill positions, but the marque player is a 
nose guard, senior Martez Branston (6-1, 
190), with 4.7 speed maybe the best at his 
position in the state. "He's a dominating 
player," claims his coach. 

Watch for all-league honors to come to 
guard Robert Wallace (6-2, 230), LB 
Spencer Inham (6-1, 190) and junior TB 
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Howard Hubbard (6-3, 220), the biggest at 
that position in Phoenix. Young Hubbard 
runs 40 yards in 4.7 seconds. So does deep 
backs Karrus Waits (5-10, 160) and Ralph 


Jones (6-2, 165). Jason Essig (5-10, 195) 


and Tim Castle (5-11, 240) add size to the 
line. 

Another city school with speed and tal- 
ent is South Mountain, which last fall had 
three grads in the NFL. If school officials 
can convince Kenny Cheatham (6-4, 177) 
to stick with football, South will have the 
fastest receiver this side of Texas. 

Cheatham won first team all-region 
honors in the fall, started on the Jaguars' 
basketball team in the winter, then opened 
everybody's eyes in the spring. He ran 100 
meters in 10.59 seconds at the state 5A 
track meet, good enough for second place, 
then won the 200 in 21.48. Both times 
earned All-America honors. 

Another burner is halfback Terry Fair (5- 
10, 175), like Cheatham a member of the 
school's talented basketball team. Fair, with 
4.5 speed, rushed for 1,066 yards, averag- 
ing 7.9 yards per clip. "What I hope 
Cheatham and Fair do this year, is drop 
football and concentrate on basketball" 
said Trevor Browne's Bill Mitton. 

Three other Jaguars earned all-region 
honors: WR/CB Jackie Muhammad (5-7, 
160), junior RB/SS Corey Hankins (5-9, 
165), and junior QB/FS Cleveland Dansby 
(6-0, 170), the coach's son. Senior OG/LB 
Amado Gonzales (6-0, 200) and several 
juniors round out a good South crop: 
OG/NG Branden Tucker (6-1, 235), RB/LB 
Levar Patterson (5-9, 170), and giant two- 
way tackles Steve Pena (6-4, 270) and 
Shaheem Purity (6-3, 260). 

North, 3-7 last fall, started nine sopho- 
mores at different times. With 17 returning 
lettermen, Lloyd Willis! club should be 
improved. "Since we have one of the best 
receivers in the state, we'll throw more," 
warns Willis. 

That receiver is junior Byron Wilkerson 
(6-1, 170), who caught 22 passes for 530 
yards, a 20-yard average. Also a DB, he 
runs 40 yards in 4.6 seconds, Teammate 
Brandon Sims (5-9, 155) give the Mustangs 
two quick receivers. QB Derek Martin (6-0, 
170) will do the throwing. Junior Tom 
Fierros (6-1, 250) is a tough lineman. 
George Campbell (6-0, 165) is a quick 
back. Chris Monk (5-9, 200) a small but 
tough guard. 

Camelback, 5-5 last year, hopes to 
improve with five all-region players: LB 


John Martin (6-2, 202), WR Andre Harris (5- 


9, 160), RB John Street (5-8, 165), DB Steve 
McKeever (5-9, 150) and punter Chris 
Jordan (5-9, 145) The key player is Martin. 
Carl Hayden, winless last year, counts on 
junior quarterback Mike Regaldo, a 6-foot, 
165-pound field general. 
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"Saluting Our 1992 sipagin Chénpiongl 
(8-4-0) 


Coach Karl Kiefer: 226-77-3 
* Pride rushed for 3,104 yds.; scored 331 pts.! 
* Played 12-game schedule with no senior class! 
* Jay Carter & Beau Bossert all-state honors! 
* Carter rushed for 1,486 yds., scored 126 pts.! 
* Hight Pride starters earned all-region honors! 
* Karl Kiefer 4A-East Sky Coach of the Year! 
* Scored 4A quarterfinal record 56 pts. vs 
Marana Mtn.View; Carter rushed for school 
record 254 yds. vs Phoenix Thunderbird! 


MOUNTAIN POINTE HIGH SCHOOL 


4201 East Knox Rd., Phoenix 85044, (602)759-8449 
Dr. Harold Slemmer, Principal 
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There's no easy way to bring down this hard running back, Scottsdale Arcadia's 6-foot, 2-inch, 202-pound tailback Kane Dale (Scottsdale 


Panthers Back in the Title Hunt 


Watch out for the Panthers! Thirty-two 
returning lettermen, an explosive offense, a 
staff itching to get back in the playoffs, 
and two key transfers help tag Peoria as 
the club to beat in 4A football. 

A championship contender for eight 
straight years, Doug Clapp's team finished 
6-4 and out of the hunt. "We were a young 
team offensively, 


ys Clapp, winner of 
77% of his games at the westside school. 
"We return nine starters. Our offense 
should give our defense time to mature." 
Peoria's big offensive line will be 
state tackle David Tellez 


anchored by 


(6-4, 235) and all-region tight end Larry 
Swisher (6-5, 230) Junior OT Mike Kalin 
(6-3, 254) and senior guards Shane Burdick 
(5-9, 210) and Kevin Gerster (6-2, 215) line 
up next to them. 
Quarterback Nathan Sanders (6-3, 181) 
calls the shots. Halfback Dennis Wolfley (6- 


0, 196) and junior FB Shannon Coulter (5- 


10, 227) round out the best backfield in the 


4A WEST VALLEY REGION 


1. Peoria 

2. Agua Fria 
3. Tolleson Westview 
4. Peoria Centennial 
5. Tolleson 

6. Lake Havasu 


4A-West. With 4.8 speed Coulter is a load. 
Swisher and wideouts Jim Wotjkowski (5-9, 
173) and Kenny Mitchell (6-3, 183) give 


Peoria more firepower. 


The defense got two shots in the arm 
when linebackers Jeff Johnson (6-2, 205), a 


ind Mantel 
Thomas (5-9, 160), a senior from Maryvale, 


junior from Deer Valley 


joined the club. Both were all-region selec- 
tions. Line them up with LB Saieed Hasan 
(6-2, 215), DT Shay Moran (6-3, 251), DE 
Jason Root (6-3, 240) and DB Brandon Figg 
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(6-0, 195), and Peoria's problems at 
defense might get solved earlier. 

With almost as many returning letter- 
men (25) and one more all-region selection 
(8), Agua Fria will give Peo 
handle in the West Vall 


all they can 
y race, In fact, they 
, 14-3. The Owls, 
coached by Tom Wheatley, fought a sea- 


beat the Panthers last yea 


son of injuries, dropped a semifinal battle 
with Tucson Sabino, 35-25, and finished 
11-2. Agua Fria has won 10 or more games 
seven of the last eight years. 

Solid returners include all-star TE/LB 
Adrian Celestino (6-4, 220), with 4.7 speed 


one of the best players in the region. On 
defense he intercepted three passes. On 
offense he caught 13 for 265 yards, averag- 
ing 20.4 yards per grab. Two-way tackle 


Bret McLeod (6-0, 254), 


ike Celestino an 
all-region pick and three-year v: play- 
er, anchors the Owls' line. Daryl Schafer (6- 
0, 176), Jayson Johnson (5-11, 167), Aaron 


G- 


Albrand (5-7, 153) and Roman Ce 


11, 163) roam the secondary; backing up a 
linebacking corps consisting of Santos 
Vasquez (5-11, 180), Chris Rogers (6-2, 200) 
and Cliff Amator (6-3, 190). Their trade- 
mark is speed. 

Schafer should do a good job at QB, as 
well as safety. Celaya also plays fullback, 
where he rushed for 487 yards before 
breaking his wrist. Johnson also starts at 
wingback, where he caught 37 passes. 
Vasquez will start at tailback. 

Up front, tackle Jay Hill (5-11, 222) and 
guards Brian Larson (6-1, 184) and Damien 
Morrison (6-1, 195) are outstanding two- 
way players. 

In its second year of varsity play, 
Westview made the playoffs. Coach Tom 
Goodwin's club, playing in the toughest 4A 
region of the state, finished 6-5. "We have 
made giant strides in a very young pro- 
gram," says the Knights' head coach. "We 
have the makings of a good club if we fill 
the vacancies in our offensive line." 

The key to Westview's Run-and-Shoot is 
three-year starter Marty Rincon (5-8, 140), 
the smallest QB in 4A football. Last fall he 
hit on 54% of his passes (113/209) for 
1,592 yards and 13 touchdowns. Of those 
113 receptions, 69 hit three different 
receivers who return: Justin Greene (24 
catches), Bob Hoak (24 catches) and Jake 


Green (21 catches). Top blocker up front is 
tackle Chad Lewis (6-0, 215). 

Defensively, the man in the middle is 
three-year starter Jay R. Hiller (6-0, 200), 
the Knights’ gifted linebacker. With 4.9 
speed he also plays running back. Down 
linemen Richard Miranda (5-11, 240) and 
Joe Martinez (5-11, 205), plus safety Alex 
Hollowell (6-1, 160) help give Westview its 
first solid senior class. 

"Our first varsity season was a real 
learning experience," admits Richard Taylor 
at Centennial, whose club finished 2-8. 
"We are very positive about the upcoming 
season." 

Tackle Dan Johnson (6-1, 244) and 
linebacker Brian Rademacher (6-2, 218) are 
two big reasons for optimism. Both earned 
all-region recognition. With 401 yards rush- 
ing, FB Derek Thulstrup (6-1, 212) was the 
top ground gainer. With 4.7 speed, WR 
Ronnie Kelley (5-10, 160) led the Coyotes 
with 26 catches, good for 410 yards, two 
scores. Junior tackle Jim Krumpos (6-0, 
205) and big Lance Washburn (6-6, 287), a 
transfer, add beef. 

Nose guard Mike Selby (6-0, 215) is 
backed by linebackers Rademacher, Ozzie 
Ledesma (5-10, 191) and Ben Hilgart (6-2, 
203), forming a promising defensive unit. 
Hilgart is a junior. 

Not as talented as last year's group, 
Tolleson still hopes to improve a 4-6 fin- 
ish, with 14 squad members back. "We 
had a better team than our record 
showed," claims second year coach Roy 
Moreno. "The kids had to learn our sys- 
tem." 

Defense will be the Wolverines strength. 
Senior DB Gary Chavez (5-10, 170) is the 
unit's leader. Junior David Leever (5-7, 160) 
and soph Bud Norman (5-10, 170) join him 
in the secondary. Junior Chris Ledesma (6- 
2, 240) is a two-way tackle. 


The 4A East Valley Region consists of 
four members of the "old" East Sky Region, 
one former 5A club that has moved down, 
one former 3A team that has moved up 
and a new school altogether. It should be 
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interesting. Arcadia, Coronado, Tempe and 
Casa Grande are holdovers from the East 
Sky. Chaparral has moved down and 
Apache Junction has moved up in classifi- 
cation, while Highland is about to under- 
take its initial varsity campaign. 

Question: When was the last time 
Arcadia was picked to win the region in 
football? Answer: A long time ago. 

Although the Titans won only three 
games, and only 13 lettermen return, it's 
the ability of those 13 that counts. In TE/LB 
Matt Bair (6-2, 225), Coach Ron Vick has 
one of the best players in the league, The 
big Titan caught 22 passes for 327 yards. 

Playing for a team which passed for 
2,000 yards, TB Kane Dale (6-2, 202) 
rushed for 604. A safety on defense, Dale 
should top the 1,000-yard barrier, if he 
stays healthy. And speaking of defense, 
Arcadia has one of the league's best 
linebackers in senior Randy Hakes (6-3, 
220), a tackle on offense. 

Talented juniors Joe Young (6-2, 240), 
Seth Staples (6-2, 220) and Sean Cowdrey 
(5-10, 185), along with seniors Matt Hyde 
(5-10, 195) and Ryan Johnson (6-0, 190), 
the club's center, form one of the best lines 
anywhere. Defensively, Tim Kerrigan (6-1, 
190), Art Etter (6-1, 180), Rich Beaton (5- 
11, 190), Scott Douglas (5-10, 160) and 
Cameron Mark (6-3, 180), the Titans! kick- 
er, stand out. Kerrigan will probably start at 
quarterback. 

Over at Chaparral, the Firebirds move 
down from 5A competition, and face a 
new schedule with a similar strength as 
Arcadia - tough lineman. "We have good 
depth in the line," says Jim Bevell, whose 
squad finished 5-5. "We're excited about 
playing in the new league." 

With an opener at Peoria, they better 
be. Cream of the crop appears to be junior 
center Donnie Forbes (6-3, 250), along 
with teammates Randy Williams (6-4, 230), 
a two-way tackle, and guard Brian Wolfe 
(6-2, 220), who doubles at linebacker. Both 
are seniors. 

Stocky Sean Shapiro (5-11, 230) is a 
two-way guard. Key defensive players 
include DB Mark McCarty (5-8, 155), DE 
Corbin Muschinski (6-2, 210) and the 
linebacking crew of Randy Clemson (6-2, 
185), David Duffied (6-1, 205) and Jason 
Burman (6-2, 200). 

Over at Coronado, Joe Corte keeps 
cranking out tough, hard-nosed running 
backs. Latest in line is junior Kenny Mantle 
(5-10, 170), who rushed for 868 yards as a 
sophomore. He has 4.7 speed and aver- 
aged 6.8 yards per clip. Again, the Dons 
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will have a strong rushing game and a 


tough defense, with six starters returning. 
"Our team speed will be much better," 
claims Corte, whose club finished 6-5. 

On defense, DB Gavin Skaggs (6-2, 185) 
earned all-city recognition. He will be the 
team's QB. Senior Rich Osborn (5-10, 175) 
and junior Jason Wilson (6-0, 165) join him 
in the secondary Seniors Sam Koch (6-2, 
240) and Dustin Lyons (6-2, 200) man the 
tackles. Butch Montefour (6-0, 180) and 
junior Chet Snider (5-10, 185) are experi- 
enced linebackers. 

For Tempe the last minute was murder. 
Tim McBurney's Buffalo Herd lost four 


games in the last 60 seconds. Agua Fria 
with 32 left; Mountain Pointe with 28 left; 
Arcadia with 17 left; Yuma with 55. They 
finished 2-8 on the season. 

Still, Tempe returns 14 squad members 
with a good work ethic, and improvement 
is the name of the game. Top of the list is 
talented back Darnell Autry (6-0, 190), one 
of the best two-way players in the region. 
With this Buffalo roaming the secondary, 
no receiver is safe. In fact, Tempe might 
have another stellar defense, with the likes 
of Nathan Mejia (5-8, 210) and Nathan 
Fullmer (5-10, 190) at tackle, Marvin Wright 
(6-4, 260) at DE, Tom Morales (5-10, 160) 
at LB, and J.J. Jefferson (5-6, 140), Alvie 
Luckey (5-10, 160) and Warren Alford (6-0, 
170) roaming the secondary with Autry. 
Alford will probably be the Buffs' quarter- 


back. 

Casa Grande batted .500 in the league, 
but finished 3-7 overall, so improvement 1s 
the name of the game. The Cougars, 
coached by former pro "Stump" Mitchell, 
return 17 lettermen, but these four are the 


key: Junior QB Jason Lenderman (6-1, 195) 
threw five TD strikes; junior RB Russell 
Trejo (5-ll, 190) rushed for 818 yards, seven 
TDs; WR John Francois (5-8, 150) and TE 
Jeremy Alderson. Depth comes from a win- 
ning JV club which finished 5-3-0. 

Up from the 3A ranks comes Apache 
Junction, where an 0-9 campaign lasted 
too long. With 19 players back, Jim 
Burton's squad looks improved, and they 
better be, moving into 4A. 

Seven starters return, headed by two- 

r Lucky Johnson (6-1, 210), a full- 


back-defensive lineman; QB/DB Scott 
Nine, SE Brian Stalkfleet, RB/DB Brad 
Penner, RB/DB Joey Przybyszewski, 
OG/LB Don Imus, OT Ben Bunney, DL 
Michael Schmitz and SE/DB Tom 
Reichwald started every game Centers 
David Medley and Robert Kesterson, LB 
Reny Sabas, OG Andrew Harmon and SE 
Robert Toner saw action. 

Over at Highland, the new kid on the 
block in Gilbert, Mike Epperson and his 
young staff will rely on enthusiasm and 
execution. "The potential is there for a 
competitive season," says Epperson. "I 
have no other promises." 

The Hawks will fight for a playoff spot 
with the youngest club in the league. 
Junior QB Jason Check (6-0, 185) is the 
guy in the spotlight. Junior TB Seth Stoltz 
(5-10, 170) will ¢ 


rry most of the load. He 
doubles at safety, along with CB Brian 
Klein (5-9, 160), a starting wideout. Junior 
Cory Wiltbank (5-11, 180) is the fullback. 
He also plays linebacker. Sophomore 
guards Chris Watkins (6-0, 215) and Todd 
Atwood (6-1, 210) are big, but inexperi- 


enced. 


4A NORTH VALLEY REGION 

1. Paradise Valley 

2. Glendale Ironwood 
Glendale Cactus 


Phoenix Goldwater 


3 
4. Phoenix Greenway 
5 
6. Prescott 


On paper, Paradise Valley looks like 
the team to beat. The Trojans, coached by 
Bob Lambie, look solid on the offensive 
line, mobile at quarterback, and gifted at 
tailback, where Paul Shields (6-2, 192) 
returns for his third varsity campaign. 

"We move back to the old school build- 
ing at 40th Street and Bell Road," says 
Lambie, whose 7-4 club was knocked out 
in the first round by Brophy. "With the 
new school (North Canyon) our numbers 


will be down, and we have zero depth." 
Moving down to 4A shouldn't change 
the performance of junior QB Derek 
Sawyer (5-9, 160), or interior linemen like 
Clint Basham (5-9, 190), Shane Hendricks 
(5-11, 185) or Jack Park (6-0, 205), all 
three-year lettermen. But the man of the 
hour should be Shields, who rushed for 


1,134 yards on 179 s, scored 19 
touchdowns and 116 points. 

But his best game may be defense, 
where he roams the Troyans' secondary. 
Along with LB Ken Simonis (5-11, 180), 
and Basham at NG, Lambie has three of 
the better defenders in the North Valley. 
Danny Owens (5-11, 180) is another good 
backer. Senior Reid Carr (5-9, 165) joins 


Shields and Sawyer in the secondary. 
75) and C 


Juniors Ron Sherron (5-10, 
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Gallatin (5-11, 170) are solid two-way play- 
ers. 

Sophomores who could make a signifi- 
cant contribution include QB/LB Don 
Gonzales (5-11, 170), WB/DB Chaz Collins 
(5-9, 150) and TE/DE Tom Sherman (6-1, 
190). All three run 40 yards in 4.9 seconds. 

For Ironwood, it was a thrill for Eagle 
fans to be part of the best team in the 
school's short history. A Top 10 team all 
season, Mark Matheson's club was mauled 
by Tucson Sahuaro, 35-14, in the playoffs’ 
first round, finishing 7-4. 

"Our schedule included six of the nine 
best teams in the state," says Matheson. "All 
our losses were to playoff teams. Now, we 
have to replace 11 offense and eight defen- 
sive starters." 

But the Eagles claim to have a top col- 
lege prospect in linebacker Jason Daigle 
(6-2, 235), who doubles at fullback. Two- 
way tackle Jason Galindo (6-2, 265) is a tal- 
ented player; big Phil Nielsen (6-4, 255) 
started last year; so did TE/DE Kevin 
Wyrick (6-2, 220); RB/DB Victor Vogel (5- 
10, 165) has good speed; OT Jeff Williams 
(5-11, 195) is a quick lineman; WR/FS 
Jimmy Younger (6-0, 185) is game tested; 
RB/DB Ralph Overland (5-6, 105), like 
teammate Vogel, is an A-student. 

Out of character, Cactus went 2-7-1, 
worst ever in Cobraland. "It was a disaster," 
says Larry Fetkenhier, who, before last fall, 
had won 79% of his games. "It was a very 
un-Cactus year. But we will be better." 

And they will be bigger! Cactus moves 
from the West Valley to the new North 
Valley region, and brings a ton of beef: OT 
John Ballard (6-6, 296), OG Nate 
Williamson (6-3, 270) and DL Justin Moss 
(6-3, 250) top the scales. They have good 
size; average speed. 

With down lineman Jason Smith (6-1, 
200) in the lineup, along with linebackers 
Jason Calhoun (6-2, 200) and Ben Moore 
(6-1, 205), the Cobras! defense looks 
improved. Now for the missing offense. 
With 4.6 speed, running back Jason Haehn 
(5-10, 160) is a home run threat. He rushed 
for 171 yards on 35 carries in a backup 
role. 

New coach Kelly Epley takes over at 
Greenway, where a near-perfect season 
ended at 12-1. Graduation wiped out the 
best Demon class ever. Well, almost. All- 
state nose guard Tony Griswald (6-5, 235), 
with 4.8 speed a tight end on offense, has- 
n't picked up his diploma yet. That's bad 
news for opposing centers. 

"This will be a rebuilding year," says 
Epley, an '81 Greenway grad. "The key will 


be how well we gel under the new system. 
We have good senior leadership and a 
great work ethic." 

With only 10 players returning, depth 
will be a problem, so these two-way play- 
ers could be busy: FB/LB K.J. Anthony (5- 
9, 175); OC/LB Rob Hurt (5-10, 195); 
FB/DE Jeremy Akins (6-0, 185); QB/FS Matt 
Forbes (5-10, 165); and TE/DE Chris Parish 
(6-3, 210). 

But the player to watch will be 
Griswald, the latest in a growing list of out- 
standing Greenway athletes, who someday 
may play in the "big leagues." Running 
back Finis Ross (6-0, 170), a transfer, could 
surprise people. "He's a real good athlete 
and leader," adds Epley, who has been an 
assistant at Glendale CC for the past three 
years. 

At Goldwater, the coaches faced a seri- 
ous rebuilding year, so they brought up 
seven sophomores and played them. The 
result was a 1-9 finish. Improvement is the 
name of the game. The Bulldogs have 
moved down to 4A, facing schools more 
their enrollment size. 

Tough little linebacker John Flores (5-8, 
175) is the lone senior in a young list of 
top players to watch. The rest are juniors, 
starting with two-way tackle Ken 
Westerhau (6-5, 230) and all-purpose 'Dog 
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Cory Buchberger (6-1, 175), the club's QB, 
safety and kicker. Both these players could 
start on any team in the region. 

Down linemen Tony Novey (6-1, 185), 
Bryan Acuna (6-2, 195) and Mike Estes (6- 
1, 185) can all run and hit, and_ help give 
Goldwater a much improved defensive 
front. 

Much-traveled Prescott returns 26 play- 
ers from a 2-7-1 team, so improvement is 
in store for the Badgers, also. Coach Bill 
Gahn suited up only seven seniors. 
Halfback Steve Shipp (5-11, 176) rushed for 
1,103 yards behind an adaquet line. Other 
Badgers to watch include center Doug 
Crawford (5-11, 205), LB Chris Gilliam (6-3, 
225), WR Greg Gologosh (6-3, 190), and 
junior cornerback Rich Tenney (5-9, 170), 
to name a few. 


At Washington, the incoming group of 
seniors have experienced three good years 
on the gridiron, to say the least. Steve 
Chisman's crew finished 12-2 after falling 
to Tucson Sabino in the 4A finals, 28-3. 
"Last years undefeated JV squad will give 
us a good young group to rebuild with," 
says Chisman. 

So will 24 returning lettermen, starting 
with QB Matt Saxe (6-2, 180), who passed 
for 1,134 yards, five touchdowns. He was 
picked off 11 times, a stat Chisman hopes 
to improve. Hard running Ben Sanchez (5- 
10, 165) had the second most carries (127), 
rushing for 692 yards, seven TDs. 

Two-way back Troy Campbell (5-11, 
175), OG/LB Alvin Kitson (6-1, 195), and 
tackles Chris Wright (6-2, 205) and Tim 
Hiday (5-10, 195) are four more members 
from one of the school's all-time best 


clubs. Hiday also starts at center. 

With only 14 lettermen back, Alhambra 
will have little depth, but the offensive line 
and overall team speed are strong points. 
"Our kids are competitive and play hard 
against everybody," says Paul Hoffland, 
whose teams are 130-118-4 in 26 years. 
"But we have lost a lot of close games. We 
need to correct that. If we do, we have a 
chance to get back in the playoffs." 

Key players returning include tackle 
Frank Sciara (6-3, 235), the leader on the 
line; center Jon Krenkel (6-2, 220); and 
junior Eric Johnson (6-0, 170), who could 
be one of the best offensive backs at 
Alhambra in years. He started every game 
at cornerback. Guard David Johnson, tack- 
le Ricky Oliver, and linebackers Doug 
Schaefer, J.J. Mueller and Mike Elton play 
key rolls in the Lions' defensive schemes. 


Schaefer is the teams fullback, Elton starts 
at quarterback. 

The game plan at Independence is 
improvement. Under Pat Lavin it's working. 
The Patriots won five games, beating 
Prescott 21-3 in the season final. Nine 
sophomores started. As freshmen they 
were 8-0. "Our goal is to win at least seven 
games and get to the playoffs," says Lavin, 
111-57-3 at four Phoenix area schools. 

Still, seniors must lead the way. Best bet 
comes from WR Gilbert Gutierrez (5-8, 
150), RB Jevon Mason (5-7, 175) and guard 
Efran Chavez (5-9, 190). All three play 
defense. That gifted junior class has a solid 
two-way tackle with Mike Fanning (6-0, 
220) in the lineup. Young Tommy Miller (6- 
3, 190) is the Patriots' field general. Wesley 
Holumes (6-0, 170) is a good receiver with 
4.7 speed. Little Jeremiah Johnson (5-7, 
170) joins Mason in the backfield, and 
Miller, Holumes and Gutierrez in the sec- 
ondary. 

The sun is shinning bright on 
Sunnyslope, where the Vikings, under 
Tim Evans, went 7-4, best record since 
1985. "We have a great junior class to work 
ns, whose team lost to the 
Tucson Sabino, 


with," says Ev: 


state's top three clubs: 
Washington and Greenway. 

Head of the class is junior QB Chris 
Snyder (6-1, 175), a converted receiver 


who, with 4.7 speed, can also play corner- 
back. Little Mike Mannix (5-8, 150) plays 
the other corner on defense, wingback on 
offense. Junior Mark Simm (5-9, 160) dou- 
bles at wideout and safety. The senior class 


has its share of players - big ones - starting 
with FB Brad Johnson (6-2, 205), OT Justin 


Wilkens (6-2, 210), OT Mike Parry (6-2, 
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285), OT Jim Flynn (5-10, 300) and OG 


Jake White (6-1, 190). 


Moving up from Class 3A, Glendale 
brings 20 lettermen, plus the premier kick- 
er in the region, Matt Belden. The 5-10, 
180-pounder averaged 47.6 yards punting, 
best ever in the city, and booted six field 
goals - 54 yards the longest. On kickoffs, 
33 of 39 sailed out or through the end 
zone. 

The senior class looks solid with RB 
Dan Wiedoff (5-10, 190), OT Luis Virgil (6- 
3, 230), LB Cliff Pringle (6-0, 200), NG 
Randy Standridge (5-9, 240), RB John 
Davidson (5-10, 170), DE Fred Lopez (5-6, 
160) and OG Tom Thompson (5-10, 185) 
returning. The junior class adds depth and 
beef with Rich Denny (6-3, 245), Dave 
Vento (6-1, 245), Ralph Karstens (6-2, 240) 
and Jon Diede (6-3, 200) on the roster. 

Coach Mike Brown's club at 
Thunderbird lost four games, all to teams 
which reached the quarterfinals. Only nine 
squadmen return, with big holes to fill in 
the line and at QB. Quickest Chief in camp 
is wideout Jason Camilli (6-0, 175), a real 
burner with 4.5 speed. Tight end Dan 
Starkins (6-0, 200) caught 23 passes. 
Cornerback Brian Slaughter (5-10, 165) 
intercepted five. Big Jon McLure (6-3, 205) 
joins Al Tisdale (5-11, 170), Angelo Iozzo 
(5-10, 185) and Starkins to give T'bird a 
good linebacking corps. 

Cortez won only one game, so Colt 
fans hope seniors like FB Heath Whetsel 
(5-11, 180), TE/LB Ted Pearson (6-2, 200), 
QB Gilbert Eschevirria (5-9, 150) and OT 
Bryan Cast (6-0, 250) improve their game. 


Junior Lee Martin (6-2, 180), with 4.9 


speed, is a promising strong safety. 


Wickenburg defensive back Scott Drescher (32) intercepted nine passes last fall, and here's one of them, run back against Camp Verde. On 
offense, the talented two-way player scored 18 touchdowns in 1992, and averaged 6.4 yards per carry (Kevin Cole/Wickenburg Sun). 


Maricopa's Rams On a Mission 


Last fall, Buckeye lost several key 
games, all close, at midseason and finished 
3-6. Hopefully, the experience they gained 
will pay off, as Coach Jerry Nunez! club 
looks improved with a good collection of 
skill players. 

Head of the class is senior Wyatt Welch, 
a 6-3, 205-pound linebacker who uses 4.8 
speed to double at tight end. Classmates 
Jason Gladden (6-0, 170), the Hawks' key 
offensive player at QB, and SE/FS Jason 
Heximer (6-1, 160) must stay healthy. Big 
Jarod Saylor (6-5, 200) is a solid two-way 
tackle. One of the top players in the junior 
class is fullback Chuck Armstrong (6-0, 
225), who plays tackle on defense. In fact, 
with Armstrong, Welch, Heximer and 
Saylor in the lineup, Buckeye might have 
the best defensive unit in the 3A-West. 

The Cactus Shadows Falcons, located 
in Cave Creek, moves up to 3A warfare 
with 18 lettermen from a 4-6 club. Coach 
Gerry LaBelle's squad was tough, losing 
22-14 to Bourgade, 12-6 to Camp Verde 
and 7-0 to top-ranked Wickenburg. "W 
hope to be in the top four in our league, 
says LaBelle. Quarterback will be a prob- 
lem. But untested transfer Eric Resch, from 
Arlington, Te 

Also looking to start at QB is senior Jay 
Arnold (6-4, 180), who started at safety last 


s, will probably win the job. 


year, and junior Brian Smith (5-7, 150), the 


for the Falcons' rides 


JV starter. But the ke 
on the shoulders of five senior 
tackle Steven Johnson, a starter since his 


: [WO-way 


frosh year, who at 6-2, 240 is one of the 
best in the 3A-West; RB/DB Joey Hage (5- 
10, 160), RB/LB Logan Sparks (5-9, 155), 
RB/LB Devin Verhulst (5-11, 170) and 
RB/DB Luwin Lazo (5-10, 165). 

Guard Vince Champa (5-10, 160), guard 
Chris Nelson (5-8, 155) and center Matt 
Fiddler (5-7, 150) were sometime starters. 
Tight end Craig Yeager (6-1, 170), TE Wade 
Brakefield (6-2, 165) and OG Josh Ewin (5- 
8, 165) could lend stability to the line. 
Junior Rhett Schubert (5-11, 160) is a 
promising young running back 

With only three home games, the C 
Creek school's schedule is murder. Away 
games at Bradshaw Mountain and Round 
Valley, in the dome in Springerville, make 
the going rough. 

Seven of the nine teams Dysart played 
reached the state playoffs. Coach Bob 
McClintock started 10 sophomores and the 
result was a 2-7 finish. But the JV unit went 
6-0, and the varsity has increased its 


ye 


40 


strength, speed and quickness, "We expect 
to be competitive again," says McClintock. 

Leadership needs to come from four 
seniors: RB/DB Jason Sobarzo (5-6, 160), 
WR/DB Junior Smith (6-3, 195), RB/FS 
Lonnie Niesen (6-0, 185) and center Adam 
Armstrong (5-8, 200). Sobarzo, Smith and 
Niesen run 40 yards in 4.7 seconds. But a 
key position is quarterba ind that slot 
will be filled by a junior, 
1, 185). 

This will be the first varsity season for 
Fountain Hills, which posted a 6-2 J\ 
record, Coach Jim Fairfield has his entire 
unit back, including junior QB Dru 
Martinson (6-2, 175), who passed for 1,302 
yards, 15 TDs with the soph crew. Junior 
Mike Amdahl (6-2, 215) led the team in 
tackles. Wide receiver Griffin Wyman (5-10, 
155) is one senior who will contribute. 


Ganados (6- 


Junior Sean Maloney (5-10, 150) is 


Martinson's other wideout. Young Chris 
Comeau (5-11, 220) will start at center. He's 
just a sophomore. Casey Huish (5-10, 185) 
is a defensive leader at linebacker. 
Linebacker Douglas Ahnne (5-11, 185) and 
giant tackle Russ Muhle (6-4, 285) are key 
transfers. The Falcons play in the 3A-West, 
and are located in one of the fastest grow- 
ing communities in the state. 


For much traveled Jake Rowden, one 
of Arizona's oldest schoolboy coaches, 
Maricopa was a happy place to be. Last 
fall the Rams reached the playoffs for the 
first time in over 10 years. His feisty club 
finished 8-4 after falling to eventual state 
champ St. Johns, 14-3 in the semifinals. 

"Our returning players are experienced 
and good enough to put us in the champi- 
onship picture," says Rowden, who was 
Morenci's head coach in 1953. "But we 
can't get hurt." 

With FB/LB Joey Ambrosius (6-2, 210) 
on the roster, Maricopa has one of the best 
all-round players in 2A football. With 4.8 
speed, he goes 100% all game, and earned 
honorable mention all-state last year. "He's 
a good runner, a hard hitter, has a great 
attitude and good grades," says his head 
coach. 

Wide receiver Mike Gardner (5-10, 160), 
with 4.6 forty speed, was the state 2A 100 
meter champ. Just a junior, he should be 
one of the best in the league. Senior QB 
Kelly Richards (6-1, 180) will do the throw- 
ing. Tight end Chris Clayton (6-5, 190) is a 
big target. Tackles Paul Shaffer (6-2, 240) 
and Chris Gilbert (6-1, 240) are big line- 
men, 

Another happy playoff camper was 
Wickenburg, where Jon Hill's crew fin- 
ished 9-2, best at the westside school since 
1977. Like Maricopa, WHS lost in the semi- 
finals, 14-7 to eventual runnerup Morenci. 
"Last year was great," says Hill. "We were 
full of motivated seniors. This year, I'm 
concerned about our lack of experience on 
the offensive line, and our entire defense." 

But there's no problem in the backfield. 
Not with HB Scott Drescher (5-8, 170) and 
FB Brian Mills (5-10, 185) in the lineup. 
Last fall, Drescher managed 99 carries, 
good for 638 yards (6.4) and scored 18 
touchdowns. He also averaged 16 yards 
per catch. But he's best position might be 
defense, where he intercepted nine passes 
at a corner. And the same goes for Mills, 
who might be one of the best linebackers 
in the 2A-North. 

With senior OG/DT Pete Tolar (6-0, 
185) and senior WR/DB Lance Hancock (6- 
0, 150) going both ways, Wickenburg 
needs a full season of production from 
juniors like RB/DB Sam Laurella (5-8, 165), 
WR/DB Issac Snyder (6-0, 155) and TE/DE 
Kevin McComb (6-2, 195), to name a few, 
to reach the playoffs. Junior QB Josh 
Magden (6-2, 180) must play well, too. 

Last year the Wranglers scored 330 
points; gave up only 69. If the line devel- 
ops in the off-season, backs like Drescher, 
Mills and Laurella might light it up again. 

It was a banner year at Bourgade 


Catholic, also, where the Golden Eagles 
reached the 2A quarterfinals. Bill Cerjak's 
squad dropped a hard fought game to 
Maricopa, 28-13. "It was a great season," 
adds Cerjak. "We have another good group 
of athletes returning. It looks positive." 

At Bourgade, the game starts at quarter- 
back, where senior Mike Bonds is back. 
The 6-1, 180-pound field general passed 
for 1,106 yards and seven touchdowns. 
The brother of former St. Mary's all-state 
QB John Bonds, this youngster also catches 
on the baseball team, and has a rocket- 

a good athlete," says 


arm to second. "He's 


his head coach. 

Bonds has a flock of receivers back. 
One target is HB Joe Laguna (5-10, 170). 
With 4.7 speed he caught 19 passes for 306 
yards. Taking handoffs, he ran for 979 
yards and scored 18 touchdowns - one an 
85 yard kickoff return. Wingback Chris Paz 
(5-11, 165), junior TE Ed Garcia (6-1, 185) 
and soph WR Sam Hockless (5-11, 160; 
4.6) can give defensive backs headaches. 

Senior tackles Chris Spencer (6-0, 185) 
and Shawn Gatson (5-11, 185) are mobile 
blockers. Mobile enough to play lineback- 
er. Junior guard Alfred Vasquez (5-10, 170) 
is a tough two-way player. Last year the 
Eagles finished 8-3; best record at the 
school in 20 years. They didn't win a game 
in 1992. 

Last year, Phoenix Christian went 5-4, 
first winning season in five years. Coach 
Keith Brown returns 17 Cougars, more 
than half the team, so a better record is 
possible. "We matured and learned how to 
win," says the second year coach. "But we 
still need depth." 

The best and quickest Cougar looks like 
QB Cameron Conder (6-0, 180), a senior 
with 4.6 speed who doubles at safety. He's 
all-league material. So is OG/LB Jeff Smith 
(6-6, 250), another two-way starter. With 
5.0 speed he might develop into a college 
prospect. Senior WR Shawn Vander Nalt (6- 
0, 160) and junior RB Josh Barton (5-10, 
195) make the Run & Shoot go So does 
center Adam Fisher (5-9, 220) and TE Joe 
Barton (5-11, 190). Mark Tomb, Dan 
Skirvin, Dan Boschma, Jon Woolston and 
Dwayne Gardin also start. 

Gila Bend, coached by Terry Nodlinski, 
returns 15 players from an 4-5-1 club. 
Inexperience showed in key games, but 
key players at key positions, like QB/FS 
Lucio Villegas (6-1, 165) and LB/OG 
Gabriel Alvarez (5-11, 185) return. Villegas 
ran for 204 yards and passed for 955. On 
defense he intercepted a school record 11 
passes. Alvarez had three QB sacks and 
was in on 80 tackles. So was DB Mike 
Hipp (5-11, 170), who, like Villegas and 
Alvarez, runs 40 yards in 4.7 seconds. Two 
junior linebackers, Roberto Valdez and 
Danny Clouse, and speedy receiver Bo 


Gonzalez, deserve mention. 

In the 2A Central, Tempe Valley 
Christian looks strongest in the North 
League. Coach Bernie Benson returns eight 
offensive starters, including QB Brandon 
Doom (6-4, 180) and pass catcher Carson 
Doom (6-4, 185). These roommates are 
good athletes. Both run the high hurdles in 
15.5 seconds. Last fall, Brandon passed for 
613 s; rushed for 281. Carson caught 
19 passes for 262 yards (13.8), rushed for 
750 yards, and returned kick 

Little RB/DB Tim Bock (5-8, 150) picked 
off two passes. So did DB Jeremy Osheel 
(6-0, 185). Big Chuck Martin (6-4, 290) was 
in on 74 tackles. Guards Ryan Ellis (6-1, 
220) and Andy Reinbold (6-4, 200) flank 
giant center Ryan Vermilion (6-1, 300). 

Junior Bryce Barnes (6-1, 150) appears 
to be the backup quarterback. He also 
plays linebacker. Ends Jeff Bokamper (6-4, 
190) and David Green (6-2, 160) add depth 
to the Trojans' receiving corps. 

Coach Dan Kennedy hopes 18 returning 
lettermen give Queen Creek much needed 
depth and experience. "We have good skill 
players but lack physical size and speed," 
says the Bulldogs' mentor. 

Quarterback Jim Ferguson (5-10, 150), 
junior halfback Eddie Campos (5-9, 175) 
and two-way guard Manuel Trujillo (5-8, 
190) are again listed by the coaching staff 
as top players. More senior leadership is 
needed from RB Frank Escalera (5-9, 165), 
center Sonny Chavez (5-8, 160), and tack- 
les Robert Herrara (6-0, 200) and Matt 
Perkins (6-4, 200). Junior starters include 
TE Rick Burkmeier (6-2, 190), DT Rene 
Chavez (6-0, 180), DB Jeff Farmer (5-7, 
150) and DB Monte Ketcherside (5-9, 150). 
Sophomore Justin Hawley (5-9, 160) is a 
promising running back. 

Jim Timpani, a former assistant at 
Corona del Sol in Tempe, has been named 
head coach at Seton Catholic, The 
Sentinels had a 3-7 record last year. "Our 
goal is to be in the playoffs this year, and I 
believe with the talent we have and some 
hard work, we can make it," predicts the 
new coach. Senior Miguel Ruiz has added 
speed to the running game. Junior Dan 
Walker (5-10, 195) looks good at fullback. 
Luis Olivas and Jeff Dominquez start. 


In the Valley 8-man wars, Scottsdale 
Christian Academy could be the team to 
beat, with 24 players back from a 25-man 
club. "We will have more players, a bigger, 
faster, stonger team, and good depth," 
warns second year coach Charlie Hetzer, 
whose team finished 4-4. "We played only 
one senior last year." 

The junior class will be the key, and QB 
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The Eagles, ct coached by Bill Cerjak, went from 0-10 in 1991 to an 8-3 slayer team in 1992! 
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Greg Davis (5-10, 170) the key player. With 
4.8 speed, he also starts in the secondary. 
But his prime target will be a senior, W R 
Brandon Latart (5-10, 170), 
way player who starts in the secondary. 
Juniors Mike Apostol (6-1, 190) and soph 
Andian Heath (5-8, 165) are the 
running backs. Junior Jason Hetzer (6-3, 
200) and soph Josh Bryant (6-5, 250) start 
on the line. 
With so many underclassmen in the 


another two- 


Eagles' 


lineup, the Eagles might appear one year 
away. Don't bet on it. If they stay healthy, 
SCA will be in the playoff hunt this year. 

Still, until proven otherwise, the team to 
beat is Arizona Lutheran. The defending 
state champs (11-0) lost only to graduation, 
ed up a 


where almost everybody pic 


diploma, including all-state TB Taylor 
Hedri an Arizona State walk-on. 


as not decid- 


Only one game last year 
ed by the 42-point mercy rule, including 


the state championship win over 
Patagonia, 56-14. The defense didn't allow 
a rushing TD all yea 
first team all-conference, 


arter made 


ight were chosen 
first team all-state, one was picked second 
team, and two others were honorable men- 
tion. 

"We graduated a lot of good pl 
says Doug Lange, 35-14-0 in five yea 
ALA. "But we also return two first team all- 


state selections, and one honorable men- 
tion all-conference pick. So the cupboard is 
not dry. We should be a strong contender 
again." 


Those two all-state picks are linebacker 
Matt Sonntag (5-11, 185), who doubles at 
FB, and OG/DT Jason Jaehnig (5-9, 192), 
maybe the best lineman ever at the school. 
Robert Tierney (5-7, 180) is an outstanding 
running back, but may be switched to QB 
this fall. He's played behind Hedrick for 
two years. However, senior Brian Brooks 
(5-9, 160) will also vie for the QB job. 

Other Coyotes to keep an eye on 
include RB/DB David Pinchoff (5-8, 155), 
WR/DB Brad Percy (5-10, 160), both 
seniors; center Mike Wendt (5-10, 190), a 
junior who doubles at NG; FB/DE Kurt 
Duff (5-10, 190) and OG/DG Chris Wright 
(5-10, 200), both sophomores. 

Over at Northwest Community 
Christian, the Crusaders will find out what 
life without Dave Wahlstrom will be like. 
The talented three-sport star (a QB in foot- 
ball) has accepted a basketball-baseball 


hip to Chapman College in 
Another loss is head coach 

has to regroup. 
They dor return four key players from a 
6-2 club which lost to Heber Mogollon in 
the playoff's first round: all-state center 
Matt Kimmerle (6-2, 215), a three-year 


Valley Christian High School 


"Builder of Champions Since 1982" 
1515 S. Indian Bend Rd., Tempe (602) 967-4196 


Coach 
Bernie Benson 
Over 140 Football 
Victories in three 
Decades! 


REGION 2A CHAMPS 
‘92 Volleyball 
'90,'91, '92, '93 Girls Track 
‘92, '93 Boys Track 


‘90, '91, 


'90;,"91, 


STATE CHAMPS: 
1989, 1991 Boys 
Track & Field 
1992 & 1993 Girls 
Track & Field 


starter; OL/DL Kevin Mestowski (6-1, 265), 
WR/DB John 


another three-year start 
McMahan (5-10, 170), 
ter who wa second in tackles; 
Hope (5-11, 160), one of the fastest 
players in the 1A ranks. 

Senior Vince DeAmbrose (6-2, 190) 
might start at QB. Teammate Drew Loper 
(5-11, 165) is a small but quick LB, Juniors 
Justin Masters (5-11, 180) and Jason Laous 
(5-9, 165) will line-up at fullback, tailback 
respectively. 

Over at Salome, 12 major injuries 
almost decimated the program. Still, the 
Frogs managed to win three games. Coach 
Dan Wolfe returns 10 healthy bodies, so 


the outlook seems brighter. 

"We will be very tough on both sides of 
our line," warns Wolfe. "It's the backfield 
that is a concern. We will be counting on 
newcomers to the program." 

Two brothers, Marshall and Jeff Clark, 
anchor the line. M Ila junion guard, is 
5-10, 204-pounds. Jeff s 
10, 180. Both play defer 
end, Jeff at nose guard. 

Junior quarterback Ruben Beltran (5-9, 
145) doubles in the secondary. Sophomore 
guard Shawn Leach (5-10, 185) is a good 
linebacker. 

Win or lose, Salome still has the state's 


most unique mascot. Go Frogs! 


VALLEY 


CHRISTIAN 
HIGH 
SCHOOL 


STATE RUNNERUP: 
1990, 1993 Boys 
Track & Field 
1989 & 1991 Girls 
Track & Field 


1991 Tempe 
City Football 
Player of the Year: 
Armon Williams 


*Located one block north of Broadway - East of the Pima Freeway 


*Student Enrollment: 220 *Member of Class 2A Conference 
*Non-denominational *NCA Approved *61% Students in Athletics in 1991-92! 
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Mike Mitchell 


TOUCHDOWNS (GAME) 

..Cotton Reiman, Phoenix Union, 1928 
Art Halbrook, Glendale, 1936 

Bill Crabtree, Agua Fria, 1952 (so) 
Phil Smith, Cortez, 1967 

Glenn Rogers, Agua Fria, 1982 
..Anthony Parker, McClintock, 1983 
..Art Greathouse, McClintock, 1984 (jn 
Darren Woodson, Maryvale, 1986 
Andrew McCormick, McClintock, ‘90 
..Mike Mitchell, Brophy Prep, 1990 (so) 


aooooononcnen 


TOUCHDOWNS (SEASON) 


Keith Huckaby, Agua Fria, 1989 
Marvin Johnson, Peoria, 1987 

Bob Soza, Westwood, 1966 
..Anthony Parker, McClintock, 1983 
Pat eee Marcus Dickson, Maryvale, 1989 
Mike Mitchell, Brophy Prep, 1992 

t jerry Bridgman, Buckeye, 1956 (so) 
DOR Whizzer White, Mesa, 1946 

26 vrrssis Sean Reeder, Cave Creek, 1988 
Quentin Gregory, Arcadia, 1960 

im Smith, St. Mary's, 1967 

Paul Kasprzyk, Mountain View, 1983 
ssCleveland Colter, McClintock, 1985 
Owes T, Ford, Peoria, 1990 (jn 


TOUCHDOWNS (CAREER) 

DOvaa ses Derrick Ray, Cactus, 1986-88 (3) 
..Mike Mitchell, Beophy Prep, 1990-92 
George Greathouse, Carver/ 
Phoenix Union, 1952-55 (4) 

..Sean Reeder, Cave Creek, 1985-88 
. Jerry Bridgman, Buckeye, 1955-58 
Tim Smith, St. Mary's, 1964-67 
Anthony Parker, McClintock, 1981-83 
Whizzer White, Mesa, 1944-46 

‘eith Huckaby, Agua Fria, 1984-89 
Marcus Dickson, Maryvale, 1988-89 
. Ford, Peoria, 1989-91 

lonnie Bonner, Westwood, 1972-74 
Robert Glanton, Agua Fria, 1990-92 


POINTS (GAME) 

0) eee Cotton Rieman, Phoenix Union, 1928 
Art Halbrook, Glendale, 1936 

ill Crabtree, Arcadia, 1952 (so) 


Var my 
ey 


ALL-TIME 


Phil Smith, Cortez, 1967 

.Glenn Rogers, Agua Fria, 1982 
Anthony Parker, McClintock, 1983 
Art Greathouse, McClintock, 1984 (jn 
.Darren Woodson, Maryvale, 1986 
.Andrew McCormick, McClintock,'90 
Mike Mitchell, Brophy Prep, 1990 (so) 


POINTS (SEASON) 

228 .....Brian Drew, McClintock, 1989 

213 .....Cleveland Colter, McClintock, 1985 
204 .....Derrick Ray, Cactus, 1988 
190.....Keith Huckaby, Agua Fria, 1989 
188 .....Derrick Ray, Cactus, 1987 (jn 

181 .....Whizzer White, Mesa, 1946 
Marvin Johnson, Peoria, 1987 
.Bob Soza, Westwood, 1966 
Anthony Parker, McClintock, 1983 
Marcus Dickson, Maryvale, 1989 


POINTS (CAREER) 

460 .....Derrick Ray, Cactus, 1986-88 (3) 
.Mike Mitchell, Brophy Prep, 1990-92 
Sean Reeder, Cave Creek, 1985-88 
.George Greathouse, Carver/ 
Phoenix Union, 1952-55 

Jerry Bridgman, Buckeye, 1955-58 
Ronnie Bonner, Westwood, 1972-74 
im Smith, St. Mary's, 1964-67 
.Whizzer White, Mesa, 1944-46 
...Anthony Parker, McClintock, 1981-83 
320......Keith Huckaby, Agua Fria, 1987-89 


RUSHING YARDS (GAME) 

358 .....Glenn Rogers, Agua Fria, 1982 

344 .....Brian Pringle, Sunnyslope, 1970 

3339 .....Ronnie Bonner, Westwood, 1972 (so) 
334 .....Paul Fichiera, Coronado, 1990 (jr) 
Keith Huckaby, Agua Fria, 1989 

Jim McQuinn, Central, 1976 

.Ryan Christopherson, Cactus, 1989 
«Mike Mitchell, Brophy, 1991 (Gn 

314 .....Vai Sikahema, Mesa, 1978 


RUSHING YARDS (SEASON) 

2,201 ..Mike Mitchell, Brophy Prep, 1992 
2,003 ..Marcus Dickson, Maryvale, 1989 
1,995 ..Mike Mitchell, Brophy Prep, 1991 (jn 
1,991 ..Whizzer White, Mesa, 1946 

1,952 ..Scott Shill, Corona del Sol, 1981 
1,927 ..Bob Soza, Westwood, 1966 


BlueCross 
BlueShield 
of Arizona 


‘You 


PHOENIX METRO 
FOOTBALL RECORDS 


1,913 .. 
92k: 
1,905 
1,854 
1,821 
1812.. 
1,775 


.. Sean Reeder, Cave Creek, 1988 
.Kevin Galbreath, Maryvale, 1986 (jn) 
.Keith Huckaby, Agua Fria, 1989 


Marcus Williams 


David Mitchell, St. Mary's, 1974 (jr) 
Glenn Rogers, Agua Fria, 1982 


Marvin Johnson, Peoria, 1987 


.Derrick Ray, Cactus, 1987 (jn 


RUSHING YARDS (CAREER) 


5,669 .. 
5,204 .. 
4,551 .. 


Mike Mitchell, Brophy Prep, 1990-92 
Sean Reeder, Cave Creek, 1985-88 
George Greathouse, Carver/ 


.«Phoenix Union, 1952-55 


4A17.. 
4,307 
4,128 .. 
4,050 .. 
3,828 .. 
3,650 .. 
3,632... 
3,570... 
3,532 .. 


CARRIES (GAME) 


AVERAGE YARDS PER CARRY (SEASON) 


12.6 «0. 
20istes 


2B ha 


LONGEST TOUCHDOWN RUN 
..Sammy Johnson, Mesa, 1952 


OD. 


just can’t 
do any better 


..Ryan Christopherson, Cactus, 1989 


..lfy Cain, North, 1961 


...Rick Kelton, Gilbert, 1974 
... Jerry Bridgman, Buckeye, 
...Jerry Bridgman, Buckeye, 
...Sean Reeder, Cave Creek, 1987 (jn) 

..Mike Mitchell, Brophy Prep, 1990 (so) 


..Everett Rollins, Arcadia, 1962 
..Gerald Brown, Buckeye, 1975 (jr) 
..Ryan Christopherson, Cactus, '88 (jr) 


AVERAGE YARDS PER CARRY (CAREER) 


Jerry Bridgman, Buckeye, 1955-58 


..Whizzer White, Mesa, 1944-46 (3) 


Derrick Ray, Cactus, 1986-88 
Ronnie Bonner, Westwood, 1972-74 
Reggie McGill, St. Mary's, 1984-86 
Kevin Galbreath, Maryvale, 1985-87 
David Mitchell, St. Mary's, 1973-75 
Paul Fichiera, Coronado, 1989-91 
Scott Shill, Corona del Sol, 1978-81 


Jose Valenzuela, Apache Jct., 1989 
Forrest Valora, Trevor Browne, 1975 
Carlos Cochrane, Ironwood, 1991 (jr) 
Forrest Valora, Trevor Browne, 1975 
Craig Amack, Tempe, 1974 


Gus Armstrong, St. Mary's, 1976 


Jerry Bridgman, Buckeye, 1955 (fr) 
Jerry Bridgman, Buckeye, 1957 (jn 


1956 (so) 
1958 


Jerry Lamb, Chandler, 1955 (jr) 


Jerry Bridgman, Buckeye, 1955-58 


In 1989, Tempe McClintock tailback Brian Drew scored more touchdowns (38) in a single 


season than any Arizona back before him... 


Craig Poneziak, Gerard, 1964 
Jerry Harper, Chaparral, 1980 
Tom Collins, Apollo, 1985 

Randy Carr, Central, 1986 

Marvin Davis, Tempe, 1950 

Jim Rawlins, Tempe, 1950 

Danny Arrendondo, Tempe, 1952 
Paul Fichiera, Coronado, 1990 (jr) 


RUSHING YARDS PER GAME (SEASON) 
183.4 ..Mike Mitchell, Brophy Prep, 1992 
181.0 ..Whizzer White, Mesa, 1946 

173.8 ..Glenn Rogers, Agua Fria, 1982 
173.2 .Sean Reeder, Cave Creek, 1988 
166.9 ..Marcus Dickson, Maryvale, 1989 
162.1 ..Scott Shill, Corona del Sol, 1981 
160.6 ..Bob Soza, Westwood, 1966 


PASSING YARDS (GAME) 
Mike Makings, Scottsdale, 1971 
Rick Johnson, Paradise Valley, 1983 
Rick Savale, Arcadia, 1966 
Bob Pitre, Arcadia, 1975 
Jason McCullough, Arcadia, 1992 
Todd Sheridan, Arcadia, 1982 
Fred Mortensen, Tempe, 1971 
Kerry Kersting, Alhambra, 1978 
Brian Judd, Cactus, 1989 


PASSING YARDS (SEASON) 

2,529 ..Kent Kiefer, McClintock, 1985 
2,507 ..Kevin Stephens, Cactus, 1991 
2,352 ..Brian Judd, Cactus, 1989 

2,233 ..Steve Belles, St. Mary's, 1984 
2,226 .. John Bonds, St. Mary's, 1987 
2,170 ..Kent Kiefer, McClintock, 1983 (so) 


LN 
ey 


or since. (Arizona Republic) 


2,033 ..William Babb, Peoria, 1987 
2,011 ..Cary Palmer, Mesa, 1974 


PASSING YARDS (CAREER) 

6,346 ..Kent Kiefer, McClintock, 1983-85 (3) 
4,72 ..Scott Molander, CDS, 1982-84 
4,596 ..Steve Belles, St. Mary's, 1982-84 
4,373 ..Kevin Stephens, Cactus, 1990-91 
4,174 ..Justin Diede, Glendale, 1989-91 
4,135 ..William Babb, Peoria, 1985-87 
4,007 ..Fred Mortensen, Tempe, 1969-71 
3.995 ..Cary Palmer, Mesa, 1973-74 (2) 
3,616 ..Jason McCullough, Arcadia, 1990-92 
3,597 ..Tom Baker, St Mary's, 1969-71 


TOUCHDOWN PASSES (GAME) 
. Tommy Scott, Gilbert, 1926 
..Duncan Brown, Mesa, 1924 
..Charlie Beal, Mesa, 1943 
Gary Carpenter, North, 1968 
ilbert Martinez, Chandler, 1958 
ed Blake, Sunnyslope, 1965 
ete Harter, Chandler, 1965 
randy Holmes, Peoria, 1968 
Mike Makings, Scottsdale, 1971 
red Mortensen, Tempe, 1971 
.. Shawn Gilbert, Agua Fria, 1982 
.. Scooter Molander, CDS, 1982 
jeff Zygmunt, Deer Valley, 1984 
huck Levinus, Cactus, 1984 
..Lee Schrack, Tempe, 1988 
Cory Giles, Westwood, 1991 


ANAAAGAAAaAanneeon 


TOUCHDOWN PASSES (SEASON) 
Kevin Stephens, Cactus, 1991 
..Chris Calgano, Gerard, 1974 


BlueCross 
BlueShield 
of Arizona 


Greg Hubbell, Central, 1972 

Chris Stanfield, Mesa, 1981 
William Babb, Peoria, 1987 

Bill Mannion, St. Mary's, 1967 (jn 
Chris Skelly, St. Mary's, 1974 

Brian Judd, Cactus, 1989 

Steve Connolly, Washington, 1989 
Tom Baker, St. Mary's, 1969 (so) 


TOUCHDOWN PASSES (CAREER) 
wKent Kiefer, McClintock, 1983-85 (3) 
Kevin Stephens, Cactus, 1990-91 (2) 
Tom Baker, St. Mary's, 1969-71 
Bill Mannion, St. Mary's, 1966-68 
Steve Belles, St. Mary's, 1982-84 


LONGEST TOUCHDOWN PASS 
99 .......Frank Zeliner to Gloyes Lemons, 
Buckeye, 1955 
Doug Stitler to Curt Reimann, 
Brophy Prep, 1978 
Ken Butler to Ralph Flores, 
...Sunnyslope, 1960 
«Al Eliserio to Al Dossie, 
Phoenix Union, 1976 
Steve Belles to Chris Buford, 
St. Mary's, 1982 


RECEPTIONS (GAME) 
Mickey Hatcher, Mesa, 1973 
Jason Birdsong, 1989 (jr) 
David Stephens, Glendale, '90 (jn) 
Brad Anderson, Alhambra, 1978 
Adam Mesa, Gilbert, 1982 
Pat Schabel, Westwood, 1984 
Pat Schabel, Westwood, 1984 
Shelby Hill, Central, 1988 


RECEPTIONS (SEASON) 
Jason Birdsong, Cactus, 1989 (jr) 
Chris Baniszewski, McClintock, 1985 
Brant Williams, Independence, 1986 
Tony Vining, Cactus, 1991 
Scott McLouth, Gilbert, 1985 

..Bryan Snyder, Sunnyslope, 1983 (jr) 

Bill Sorcineli, Camelback, 1964 
Travis Ligons, Cactus, 1984 
Ed Flores, Arcadia, 1976 
Pat Schabel, Westwood, 1984 
Ernie Salazar, Paradise Valley, '86 (jn) 


RECEPTIONS (CAREER) 
Jason Birdsong, Cactus, 1988-90 
... Speedy Hart, St. Mary's, 1973-75 
Cleveland Colter, McClintock, ‘83-85 
...Don Yantis, Paradise Valley, 1986-88 
111 .....Carlos Artis, Washington, 1988-90 


RECEIVING YARDS (GAME) 
302 .....Pete Klaass, Paradise Valley, 1983 (jr) 
Larry Bandura, Scottsdale, 1971 
«Keith Rawls, CDS, 1982 
«Shelby Hill, Central, 1988 
..Murl Huff, Phoenix Union, 1924 
Larry Bandura, Scottsdale, 1971 
Jim Palmer, Scottsdale, 1962 


You just can’t 
do any better 


224 ..... David Donahue, McClintock, 1982 
220 .,...Todd Young, MDN, 1983 (jn 


RECIEIVING YARDS (SEASON) 

1,226 ..Mickey Hatcher, Mesa, 1973 

1,201 ..Jason Birdsong, Cactus, 1989 
1,188 ..Tony Vining, Cactus, 1991 

1,090 ..Larry Bandura, Scottsdale, 1971 
1,090 ..Chris Baniszewski, McClintock, 1985 
1,038 ..Rick Molina, Tempe, 1971 

1,014 ..Pat Schabel, Westwood, 1984 


RECEIVING YARDS (CAREER) 

2,508 ..Jason Birdsong, Cactus, 1988-90 
2,172 .Speedy Hart, St. Mary's, 1973-75 
2,165 ..Carlos Artis, Washington, 1988-90 
1,733 ..Cleveland Colter, Mclintock, 1983-85 
1,661 ..Jason Birdsong, Cactus, 1988-present 
1,585 ..Rich Groppenbacher, McC., 1982-84 
1,539 ..Glenn Dennard, CDS, 1979-81 


TOUCHDOWN RECEPTIONS (GAME) 
..Dwight Bennett, Glendale, 1966 
Murl Huff, Phoenix Union, 1924 


Jim Palmer, Scottsdale, 1961 Gr) 
Jim Palmer, Scottsdale, 1962 
Mike Bowling, Agua Fria, 1966 
Dan White, West, 1967 
Dick Harris, Westwood, 1969 (jr) 
Jesus Tirado, Marcos de Niza, 1974 
Shawn Harris, Tempe, 1988 

..Scott Mettham, Chaparral, 1988 


Sab elas fee Oo 


TOUCHDOWN RECEPTIONS (SEASON) 
Jason Birdsong, Cactus, 1989 (jr) 
Speedy Hart, St. Mary's, 1974 (jn 
Dewey Horton, Gilbert, 1977 

...Murl Huff, Phoenix Union, 1924 
Mike Bowling, Agua Fria, 1966 
Rick Molina, Tempe, 1971 
Mike Baker, Gerard, 1974 
James Sosinski, McClintock, 1980 


TOUCHDOWN RECEPTIONS (CAREER) 
Speedy Hart, St. Mary's, 1973-75 
Jason Birdsong, Cactus, 1988-90 
Carlos Artis, Washington, 1988-90 
Charles Christopher, Carver, 1950-53 
Dick Harris, empe/Westwood, ‘68-70 
Jesus Tirado, MDN, 1972-74 
Glenn Dennard, CDS, 1979-81 


AVERAGE YARDS PER RECEPTION (SEASON) 
37.7 ....Tom White, Saguaro, 1975 

35.9 ....Pete Weidner, Tempe, 1984 

34.5 ....Craig Radke, Horizon, 1989 

29.1 ....Craig Spann, South, 1992 

28.3 ....Randall McDaniel, Agua Fria, 1982 
27.8 ....Robert Hailey, Trevor Browne, 1983 


INTERCEPTIONS (GAME) 
fs Dick Gwinn, Judson, 1964 
Ned Newell, Mesa, 1921 
Albert Guthrie, Mesa, 1921 


V2qmy 
B. (5) 


Seth Williams, Glendale, 1958 
«Craig Cardon, Mesa, 1966 
at Farrell, St. Mary's, 1969 
ick Harris, Westwood, 1970 
.Mark Oligschlaeger, Bourgade, 1972 
.Bret Baker, Saguaro, 1974 
ince Martinez, Tempe, 1981 
Steve McDowell, Gilbert, 1983 


BRaSRRAHRA 


INTERCEPTIONS (SEASON) 
...Mike Vere, Bourgade, 1972 

Mickey Bell, Cactus, 1979 
ndy Zwingle, Peoria, 1979 

Shawn Benson, Mesa, 1981 

Scotty Malm, Phoenix Christian, 1986 
hil Havens, North, 1962 
ill Dipley, Arcadia, 1965 (jr) 

Scott Hutson, Mountain View, 1983 

Rhon Mckinney, North, 1986 


INTERCEPTIONS (CAREER) 

.Phillip Echeverria, Buckeye, '85-87 (3) 
‘arlos Artis, Washington, 1988-90 
hon Mckinney, North, 1985-86 (2) 

ill Dipley, Arcadia, 1965-66 (2) 
..Phillippi Sparks, Maryvale, 1985-86 


LONGEST RETURN (INTERCEPTION) 
wu T.C, Richmond, Agua Fria, 1985 (jn) 
lohn Heffton, Moon Valley, 1980 
Armando Bernasconi, Seton, 1991 (jn) 
Quincy Fowler, St. Mary's, 1941 
by Bushong, Washington, 1961 
hris Enos, Cortez, 1982 
Benny Garcia, Agua Fria, 1962 
Mike Smith, Phoenix Christian, 1962 
David Given, McClintock, 1975 
scott Lubow, Shadow Min., 1984 
rian Fair, South Mountain, 1988 (so) 
erry Ingram, Independence, 1988 
Al Sparks, Maryvale, 1990 (jn) 


FIELD GOALS (GAME) 
Lawrence Bever, Phoenix Union, 1925 
..Phil Insalaco, Phx. Christian, 1984 
. Joe Ackie, Carl Hayden, 1990 


FIELD GOALS (SEASON) 
..Mike Cortright, St. Mary's, 1985 
‘yle Pooler, Cactus, 1989 
hil Insalaco, Phoenix Christian, 1984 
andy Weiskittle, Brophy Prep, 1987 
yle Bell, McClintock, 1989 
jario Silva, St. Mary's, 1990 
larcus Williams, McClintock, 1992 
jatt McKinney, Saguaro, 1978 
..Mike Cortright, St. Mary's, 1984 (jn 
Quin Rodriguez, Dobson, 1985 (jn 


FIELD GOALS (CAREER) 
Mike Cortright, St. Mary's, 1983-85 
.Quin Rodriguez, Dobson, 1984-86 
.Kyle Bell, Cactus, 1987-89 


LONGEST FIELD GOAL 
62.......Kyle Pooler, Cactus, 1989 


BlueCross 
BlueShield 
of Arizona 
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Marcus Williams, McClintock, 1992 
Marcus Williams, McClintock, 1992 
Bob Facio, Gerard, 1977 

Chuck Hunzinger, Deer Valley, 1984 
Marcus Williams, McClintock, 1992 
Matt Belden, Glendale, 1992 Gn) 
Lee Pistor, Central, 1973 

Benny Moreno, North, 1977 

David Ohton, Alhambra, 1977 
Scott Reutter, Moon Valley, 1984 (so) 
Steve Rausch, Dobson, 1987 

Tony DiLoretto, St. Mary's, 1992 (jn 


PATS (GAME) 
15 Danny White, Westwood, 1969 
Ed Brooks, Phoenix Union, 1914 
10 Cleveland Colter, McClintock, 1985 


PATS (SEASON) 

69 Tony Camino, Peoria, 1987 
Kyle Bell, McClintock, 1989 
Frank Coen, McClintock, 1980 
Steve Rausch, Dobson, 1987 
Derek Lay, Maryvale, 1992 (jr) 
Barry Duncan, Moon Valley, 1982 
Lee Toone, Cactus Shadows, 1988 
David Smith, Maryvale, 1986 


PATS (CONSECUTIVE) 
53 David Smith, Maryvale, 1986 
Tony Camino, Peoria, 1987 


PATS (CAREER) 

Kyle Pooler, Cactus, 1987-89 
134 .....Rich Groppenbacher, McC., 1982-84 
115.....Frank Coen, McClintock, 1979-80 
115.....Tlony Camino, Peoria, 1985-87 


LONGEST PUNT 
Walter Williams, Mesa, 1925 
John Durso, Arcadia, 1976 
Justus Goebel, Phoenix Union, 1910 
Doug Pasanella, Paradise Valley ,'78 
Oscar Reynolds, St. Mary's, 1939 
John Parker, Buckeye, 1939 
Whizzer White, Mesa, 1945 (jn) 
Dennis Goettl, Central, 1973 


PUNTING AVERAGE (SEASON) 

47.6 ....Matt Belden, Glendale, 1992 (jr) 
47.5 ....Jess Skousen, Mesa, 1922 

47.0 ....Jim McCann, North, 1965 

46.0 ....Pat Hawbaker, St. Mary's, 1971 
45.9 ....Whizzer White, Mesa, 1945 (jn) 


LONGEST PUNT RETURN (TOUCHDOWN) 
Brackston Whitaker, Glendale, 1939 

100 .....Larry Royse, Tempe, 1956 

100 .....Torm Ribaudo, East, 1967 


LONGEST KICKOFF RETURN (TOUCHDOWN) 
102 .....Roger Rice, Alhambra, 1989 
102 .....Carl Mason, Independence, 1989 
102 .....Armando Castro, Peoria, 1990 
Seth Carr, St. Mary's, 1988 
Donnell Thompson, North, 1988 
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do any better 


ASSOCIATED PROFESSIONAL INVESTMENTS 
Salute the 


WAIZZER WHITE AWARD WINNERS! 


Brian Drew 
McClintock 


Reggie McGill Whizzer White 
St. Mary's Mesa High 


HONORING ARIZONA'S BEST HIGH SCHOOL. RUNNING BACK 


IIL vaseus 
1991.. 


1990 
1989 


1988 .. 


1987 


Mike Mitchell, Phoenix Brophy Prep 
hris Hopkins, Tucson Salpointe 
Mario Bates, Tucson Amphi 
Brian Drew, Tempe McClintock 
Michael Bates, Tucson Amphi 
evin Galbreath, Phoenix Maryvale 
Reggie McGill, Phoenix St. Mary's 
eveland Golter, Jr., Tempe McClintock 
Dayid Winsley, Flagstaff (jr) 
aul Kasprzyk, Mesa Mountain View 
lenn Rogers, Agua Fria 
an Gill, Flagstaff 
Fred Sims, Tueson Sunnyside 
Fred Sims, Tucson Sunnyside (jr) 
Mike Cade, Eloy Santa Cruz 
Alvin Moore, Coolidge 
Willard Reeves, Flagstaff Coconino 
Brian Felix, Phoenix Union 
.David Mitchell, Phoenix St. Mary's (jr) 
.Ronnie Boner, Mesa Westwood (jr) 
Jesse Parker, Tucson Rincon 
Manuel Jones, Phoenix Union. 
Don Washington, Agua Fria (jr) 
Benny Malone, Eloy Santa Cruz 
Jo6e-Petroshus, Tucson 


.aTim Smith, Phoenix St. Mary's 


Soza, Mesa Westwood 
Malone, Eloy Santa Cruz 
-LeRoy Peoples, Marana 


1963... 


1962 
196 


1960. 


1959 


... James Dugan, Flagstaff 


rett "Moose" Rollins, Scottsdale Arcadia 

Andy Livingston, Mesa 
Jim Sims, Tucson 
Bob Olson, South Mountain 
Lewis Albright, Scottsdale 

Jay Freney, Globe 

arren Livingston, Mesa 
George Greathouse, Phoenix Union 
.George Greathouse, Phoenix Union (jr) 

enny Aycock, North Phoenix 

»el Favara, Tucson 
‘Hadley Hicks, Bisbee 
-Don Beasley, Mesa 
Danny Seivert, Phoenix’St*Mary's 

ib Dawson, Douglas 
Marvin Wahlin, Casa Grande 
-Whizzer White, Mesa 

hizzer White, Mesa 

owell McDonald, Glendale 

red Batiste, Tucson 
Jim Nafiger, North Phoenix 


WHIZZER WHITE, a 1946 high school All- 
American, was a three sport star at both Mesa 
High and Arizona State University, and later 
played in the National Football reomee with the 
Chicago Bears. 


Registered Investment Advisor/Bill Bailey, President 


A Registered Broker / Dealer Member, NASD & SiPC 
20 South Power Road, Mesa, 85206, (602)981-0551/(800)829-6176 


10 Years Ago (1983) 


Mountain View All The Way 


Except for a few tense moments against 
Chandler, the outcome was never in doubt. 
The outcome was the 1983 Class AAA 
championship, won by Mesa Mountain 
View over Tempe McClintock, 34-14. 

Nobody played the Toros tough. 

The title game, played before 19,000- 
plus fans at Sun Devil Stadium in Tempe, 
was close for a half. McClintock, with more 
than 20 underclassmen on its roster, was 
leading 14-13 midway through the third 
period. But the Toros' Ric Rader sprinted 
60 yards for a score and the rout was on. 

Both Mountain View, which had never 
lost to McClintock, and the Chargers play 
in the same league. They met earlier in 
October and the Toros prevailed, 21-13, in 
a live TV game in Tempe. McClintock is 
now 0-7 against MVHS, although both 
schools won two state championships 
between 1977-83. 

Nobody played Jesse Parker's crew 
close in the playoffs. Tempe fell 35-17, 
Moon Valley 28-0, Sierra Vista Buena 36-0, 
and McClintock 34-14. Parker, a Te 
native who today has won over 200 games, 
notched his third state championship in the 
Grand Canyon State. In 1974, while at 
Phoenix Camelback, his Spartans beat 
Phoenix St. Mary's in the AAA finals. 

Not surprisingly, only two '8? 
earned football scholarships to major col- 
leges, the smallest number (excluding 
Parker-coached teams) since state champ 
Tucson Pueblo in 1961. 

But the name of the game ts "high 
school" football, not college. Mountain 
View prides itself on beating teams which 


ros 


wear white shoes and produce lots of "col- 
" The Toros were the hottest 
brand going. Since the school opened, 

<er's teams had won 86% of their 

games. Earlier in the spring, he produced 
his first NFL draft pick, when former Toro 
linebacker Todd Shell signed with the San 
Francisco 49ers, out of BYU. 

Tailback Paul Kasprzyk, a University of 
Arizona signee, ran for 1,631 yards and 
scored 25 touchdowns in '83. He excelled 
in every sport he tried. He was the state 
decathlon champion, a state wrestling 
champion and, arguably, with a best mark 
of 15 feet, the state's top pole vaulter. He 
was picked state MVP by The Arizona 
Republic. Anthony Parker, McClintock's do- 
everything back, was The Phoenix Gazette 
Player of the Year. Today, Parker plays for 
the Minnesota Vikings. 

For Mountain View, guard Stuart Frost, 
deep backs Scott Hutson and Jamie 


lege prospect 


Paul Kasprzyk scores one of three first-half touchdowns against rival Mesa. Teammate Will 
Crum (40) heads for the bench (Mesa Tribune photo). 


Jamieson, tackles Steve Frost and Bran 
Tennison, linebacker Dan Palmer and 
punter Mike Schuh earned all-state recogni- 
tion. 

Good football has alw: 
in the Mesa Public School 


been played 
ystem. The 


granddaddy of them all, Mesa High, later 
became the first school in state history to 
rabbits, for exam- 


win 500 games. The Jac 
ple, are 10-0 against California schools. But 
the 'Rabbits, like most schools, have a hard 
time beating Mountain View. The '83 Toros 
beat city rivals Westwood 31-0, Dobson 24- 
8, and Mesa 45-0. 

This Toro club scored 438 points, 
rushed for 3,603 yards, and passed for 
1,608. On defense, they intercepted a city 
record 34 enemy passes Seven years later, 
Phoenix Metro Football magazine picked 


54 


this Toro club as the top Arizona squad 

during the Decade of the 
Last fall, at the start of the 1992 high 

school campaign, Mountain View became 


the first Mesa school since 1961 to play an 


‘80s. 


out-of-state club, when they went way out- 
of-state, to Hawaii, and clashed with 
Honolulu St. Louis. 
Although the Toros dropped a 21-7 con- 
test, played at Aloha Stadium, they looked 
impressive at times, with four interceptions 
and a blocked punt. 
"We wanted to say something about 
Arizona football, and I guess we didn't," 
said Parker. "But they're (St. Louis) no big 


deal. They're no better than the people we 
play at home. Football is a game where 
and 


you can't let people have big play 
we let them have three big plays." 


THE MOUNTAIN VIEW 
TORO BOOSTER CLUB 
SALUTES 
THE 1983 STATE CHAMPIONS 


Gres Mg 76g 77 074 £38- BS 
San ices 
siea7 pal: 
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SOAS SOLD : 


aw \7* 
"Rated No. lin WSHS in the Bedhies a the 2 80s! e 
Winningest Class 5A school in Arizona! 
All-time record of 162-39-2 for an .806 winning percentage! 
Suffered just three home losses between 1976-84! 
Six league titles in last 14 years! 
Independent state champions in 1977! 
5A state titlists in 1978, 1983 and 1986! 


Recorded seven straight shutouts between 1976-77! 
Coach Jesse Parker's overall record: 210-60-3 (.778)! 


MOUNTAIN VIEW HIGH SCHOOL 
2700 E. Brown Rd. 
Mesa, AZ 85203 
(602) 898-4905 


20 Years Ago (1973) 


The Jaws of the Tiger 


Gilbert's mighty defense, which had 
seven shutouts during the regular season, 
was the difference in the 1973 
finals, a 27-6 Tiger win over high scoring 


Morenci. 
Coach Dan Dunn's for 


stopped the 
mining town's ground game, which had 
averaged over 300 yards per game. Forced 


to go to the air, Morenci saw six of its pass- 
es intercepted by the tenacious Tiger 
defense. 

Then there was 
ing 6-3, 230-pound middle guard who also 
played fullback. Laursen, who wasn't sup- 
posed to play much on offense, came up 


chris Laursen, a bruis- 


with the game-breaker three minutes into 
the second half. He went off right guard, 
straight-armed one defender, then outran 
the others en route to a 57-yard touch- 
down. Dwayne Arrington booted three of 
four conversions. 
While nobody took Gilbert seriously 
until they clobbered Phoenix Gerard (see 


chart) at midseason, everybody in eastern 
Arizona was high on Morenci. Halfway 
through the season, the only scar on the 
Phelps Dodge team was inflicted by 
Safford, a Class AA school which beat the 
Wild 7-6. Against similar foes, 
Morenci's wishbone offense averaged 35 


points per game. 

Meanwhile, Gilbert was winning with 
ike 11-0, 10-0, 6-0, with a 44-0 past- 
ing of Ray thrown in. It wasn't until the 
Tigers beat Gerard and Eloy Santa Cruz 
back-to-back, that the pollsters realized 
that Dunn's crew was for real. They 
entered the playoffs rated No. 3 in the 


scores 


state, 
"The thing that made the season so 
enjoyable, was that we didn't expect this 
from the kids until next year," said Dunn. 
"We're a year early. We're expecting a 
super team next sez 


on." 


In the state semifinals, Morenci's Tony 
Lizarraga killed Phoenix Bourgade with an 
81-yard touchdown run and a crazy 76- 
ard kickoff return. Lizarraga, Jimmy Martin 
and fullback Guy Hudson made Vern 
Friedli's offense go. 


But in the finals, Gilbert's defense was 
overwhelming. After surviving a 7-6 over- 
time thriller with Holbrook in the semis, 
the Tigers were on their way. They kept 
seven teams from crossing the goal line, 
four crossed just once, and only Santa Cruz 
scored twice. 

What a defense! 

It picked off 17 enemy aeri: 
. blocked 13 punts 


Is, recov- 


ered 43 enemy fumble: 


Morenci halfback Jimmy Martin is about to run into a dead end, in the form of junior 
linebacker Donnie Seamster. Tigers stone wall defense stuffed the Wildcats, 27-6, in the 


Class A finals. 


and tossed quarterbacks 77 times for lo: 
totaling 390 negative yards. In the play- 
offs the kicking game is important. 
Throughout the campaign, Gilbert was 
near perfect. The Tigers totaled 1,251 


e 


return 


ge, 113.7 per game. 


Three Tigers earned first team all-state 


recognition: Laursen, as a middle guard, 
linebacker Fred Clare, and defensive back 
Ray Mendoza. Laursen, an Arizona State 
signee, was the leading vote getter on the 
squad. Three juniors, halfback Rick Kelton, 
linebacker Donnie Seamster, tackle Steve 
Granado and defensive back Arnold 
Valenzuela earned first-time honors in 
1974. 

But that club finished just 7-2, and out 
of the playoff race. Still, Dunn's '73 club 
was his first of three state championships. 
His Tigers won it again two years later, a 
17-0 skunking of Page. Then, when Gilbert 
moved up to Clas 
Tigers won it all in 1978; 
14-0 over Tolleson. 

In 1979 and 1981, Dunn's last year with 
the Tigers, his teams finished runnerup to 


s AA, his once-beaten 


another shutout, 


Phoenix Gerard and Flagstaff, respectively. 
When he left the Gilbert school, he, had 


56 


compiled an 88-23-1 record, a .793 winning 
percentage. He later coached at Mesa 
Community College, and today is the head 
coach at Payson High School. 

Dunn was replaced by his brother Rick, 


a Tiger assistant. As the head coach, he 
guided the Tiger program for eight years, 
winning the Class AA crown in 1985, a 27- 
0 blanking (what else!) of Glendale Cactus. 
But it was during Rick's tenure that the 
growth of Gilbert forced the Tigers into the 
large school ranks, a classification they 
have struggled with. In six years, the Tigers 
have fielded only two winning seasons in 
5A football, one under Dunn and one 
under Richard G So fast is the growth 


in Gilbert, the city's second high school, 
Highland, opens this fall. The new school 
will cut into Gilbert High's enrollment and 
athletic depth. 

But the Tigers have been playing foot- 
ball since 1923. Ironically, that first club, 
coached by Owen Allen, finished 8-0 and 
won the Class B state championship. 
Historically, they have won 385 games, 
seventh best in state history 


And for 10 glorious years, Dan Dunn 
and his staff were a big part of that history. 


THE 1973 GILBERT Ue aN 


"Saluting Our Undefeated Class A State Champs!" 


HEAD COACH, Dan Dunn 
TIGERS 11, Phoenix Christian O 
TIGERS 10, Florence O 
TIGERS 44, Kearney Ray O 
TIGERS 6, Peoria O 
TIGERS 21, Phoenix Gerard 7 
TIGERS 24, Eloy Santa Cruz 13 
TIGERS 47, Phoenix Indians O 
TIGERS 48, Ajo O 
TIGERS 26, Buckeye O 
PLAYOFFS: 

TIGERS 7, Holbrook 6 (OT) 
TIGERS 2&7, Morenci 6 


Sponsored by the Tiger Football Club 


Defending state champ Arcadia looked 
into a mirror and didn't like what it saw. 
Everything was in reverse. 

The first thing backward was the score. 
The top-ranked Titans lost 13-12 to Mesa. 
The outcome switched the state's sentiment 
for this year's top prep team to the 
Jackrabbits. 

It was almost a duplicate of last year's 
tilt between the Division I powerhouses. 
Only the score was different. 

Although the record books indicate that 
Mesa defeated Tucson Rincon for the 1963 
Class AA crown in November, the Rabbits 
for all purposes won the title in September. 

"We knew going over there (Scottsdale) 
that Arcadia would be a tough, tough 
opponent," said head coach Royal Price 
years later. "Their 1962 club was awesome. 
One of the best in the country, maybe. But 
we got after them. The lightweight deci- 
sioned the heavyweight, that night." 

Indeed they did. The two squads traded 
everything but thank yous, and the big 
hand of a little guard (Larry Matsumoto) 
and the little point from a big kick (by 
Alan Cummard) made the difference.. 

Matsumoto, a 5-foot, 5-inch, 135-pound 
all-state linebacker, blocked two Arcadia 
extra points, and stopped Arcadia's great 
quarterback, Nicky Nichols, when the 
Titans' signal caller tried to run for an addi- 
tional extra-point after a penalty. 

Arcadia was fired up but was hampered 
by an injury to all-state fullback Dana 
Woudenberg (a USC signee), which kept 
the big workhorse from going full speed. 
Arcadia's Nichols, an all-state baseball play- 
er, state decathlon champion, and later 
MVP in the North-South all-star football 
game in Flagstaff, fooled Mesa on two 
great runs, then wowed the 5,500 fans at 
Arcadia's field with a 65-yard kick. 

But the game, and the season, belonged 
to Mesa. For the 'Rabbits, the defense rest- 
ed its case. 

Often. 

One week later, Cummard again kicked 
the game's only conversion, as the 'Rabbits 
fought from behind to score with 4:40 left, 
beating Yuma 13-12, in Yuma. The winning 
touchdown came on a 74-yard pass-run 
play from Norman Mendoza to Wally 
Hawkins. Curley Culp, later an all-pro mid- 
dle guard for the Kansas City Chiefs, and 
Ron Jessie, a future Los Angeles Ram 
receiver, were on that Yuma club. 

Later in October, quarterback Mike 
Elliott scored the game's only points during 
a 6-0 struggle with Scottsdale. But Mesa's 


30 Years Ago (1963) 


Mesa Now “Fairest Of All” 


End of the line for Arcadia! With tackle Dave Keating (78) in pursuit, Mesa defenders move in 
to stop Arcadia quarterback Nicky Nichols in last seconds of 13-12 opening win in 
Scottsdale. No. 31 on the ground is Titan fullback Dana Woudenberg. 


football machine started to crank it up in 
November, as 11,000 fans watched the first- 
ever Mesa-Westwood battle, a 28-7 'Rabbit 
triumph. 

The victory, before a capacity crowd at 
historic Jackrabbit Stadium on Broadway, 
elevated "Sharkey" Price's crew to 8-0 and 
clinched the division championship. 

Mesa's defense, keyed around Elmer 
Hill and Matsumoto, stymied every offen- 
sive thrust young Westwood - playing with 
no seniors on campus - could muster. The 
eason, were 


Warriors, in their first varsity 
coached by Mesa's legendary Edgar "Mutt" 
Ford, who 30 years later would still be 
Arizona's all-time winningest coach with 
227 triumphs. 

One week later, a 19-7 win over 
Scottsdale Coronado gave Mesa its first 
undefeated, untied regular season in its 
glorious football history. This was made 
possible by the cancelation of a season- 
ending contest with North Phoenix High. 

In the semis at Arizona State, delayed a 


week due to President Kennedy's assasina- 
tion in Dallas, Mesa's Purple Gang held 
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South Mountain's talented offense to 49 
yards rushing and 28 passing in a 20-14 

cla played before 10,000 fans. South 
got its first first-down in the fourth quarter. 
Fullback Gerald Kearns carried 28 times for 
134 yards and one score iott scored on 
a short run and tossed a TD strike to Steve 
Peterson. 


With seconds to go, Mesa's defense 
nailed all-state halfback 
a loss to preserve the win. Bobby Wallace, 
later a star receiver with the Chicago Bears, 
v an end on that talented South club, 
which finished 9-1. 

On Dec. 6, a cold Friday night in 
Tucson, 12,000 fans braved 50-degree 
weather to watch Gerald Kearns! 27 carries, 
127 yards and two TDs pave the way to a 
28-0 win over Rincon. It was Mesa's 9th 
state crown since 1928, but the school's 
first unbeaten, untied team ever. 

All year long, Mesa's line of Travis 
Miller, Lance Willis, J.R. Brubaker, Cornelio 
Romero and Hill didn't fail once to open 
holes for those slippery Mesa backs. 


st Nelson for 


erly 


ct 1005, D_ _ 


Thirty years ago this Jackrabbit team made history that is still in the record 
books. This fall the Mesa City Sports Hall of Fame will pay tribute to the team, 
its members and accomplishments. In addition to the tribute to the '63 team, 
many Mesa athletes will be inducted in the Hall of Fame. The banquet is open 
to the public, if you'd like information about attendance, please call for details, 
898-5665, ext. 1140. 


Wild Horses. Thundering Herd. 
Mustangs. Has any Arizona high school 
had more nicknames than North Phoenix 
High? 

In 1939, the district's new school 
opened "north of Phoenix," out near the 
Phoenix Country Club, at 12th Street and 
Thomas Road. The campus was surround- 
ed by vacant lots. 

The "Wild Horses," as they were first 
called by the media, produced national and 
Olympic champions, state record-breaking 
teams and athletes, and nationally 


renowned coaches. 

From 1940 to 1966, North football teams 
were 17-15-1 against schools from 
California, Texas and New Mexico. In 
November of 1947, North beat undefeated 
Alququerque High, 27-20, in what Arizona 
Republic sports writer Art Duncan called 
"the most thrilling prep game of the sea- 
son." In 1950, the Mustangs beat Southern 
California champion Compton, 26-14. It 
was the Tarbabes only loss. 

The Phoenix school's first game in 
Texas was a loss, 7-0 to El Paso High in 
1940. In 1966, the Wild Horses played their 
last game on Texas soil, a 42-26 triumph 
over El Paso Irvin, North's victory was set 
in motion by a 21-point second period on 
ark, today the 


three scoring runs by Mike C) 

head coach at Mesa Dobson. 
North has sent its share of football play- 

ers into both the college and professional 


ranks. Young players named Howard 
Moore, Gene Mitcham, Kemper Marley 


Kenny Aycock, Ed Mitchell and George 
Flint became superstars. The late Cecil 
Coleman, NHS football coach between 
1951-55, compiled a .721 winning percent- 
age and later became athletic director at 
the University of Illinois. 

Coleman's 1953 club, led by All- 
American halfback Kenny Aycock, won the 
Arizona state crown with a 9-0-1 record. 
The Horses shutout eight opponents and 
gave up only 12 points. They beat a good 
Compton High club 21-0. During a 41-0 
win over Glendale, Aycock scored five 
touchdowns, averaging 11.6 yards per 
carry : 

North was built be 
with 5,000 students, had become the 


tuse Phoenix Union, 


largest high school west of the Mississippi 
River. After North opened, the rival 
Coyotes felt the crunch. Between 1941-56, 
the annual Turkey Day Game, between the 
city's two largest schools, attracted crowds 
as high as 17,000. Played at historic 
Montgomery Stadium, on the campus at 


40 Years Ago (1953) 


North’s Thundering Herd 


All-state back Lavern Prock dives for the ankles of a Mesa runner as he tries to stop a possi- 
ble long gain. The Mustangs beat the 'Rabbits 20-0, then tied them later in the season, 6-6. 


PUHS, North won the first five games. 

In 1949 and 1950, John Black coached 
at PUHS and brother Tom coached at 
North. Their mother, Alice, would sit for a 
half on one side of the stadium and switch 
sides for the second half. She was as neu- 
tral as the teams were equal. They tied 7-7 
in 1949, and 20-20 in 1950. 

That '50 club, sparked by the Four M's: 
(Gene) Mitcham, (Kemper) Marley, (Bob) 
Melton and (Ray) Mariani,. was one of the 
school's most talented A 21-13 loss to state 
champ Mesa, and the tie with Union were 
the only drawbacks on a great season, 
highlighted by a 48-28 win over Santa 
Barbara In that game, the Horses blitzed 
their California foe, playing without future 
ASU star Mitcham, who was hurt. 

When Black left the coaching ranks, 
assistant Cecil Coleman stepped in It was 
his 


3 squad which 1s sull considered the 
school's best. 

Quarterback Clyde Nielson had a herd 
of fast backs to work with, starting with 
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Aycock, a gifted athlete who was later a 
Hard running 
Lavern Prock would have stared on any 
team. And when North took to the airways, 
Nielson had his choice between ends Jack 
Denton or Benny Anderson. Denton, in 
addition to catching passes, was probably 


professional baseball signe 


the best punter in the loop. His coffin-cor- 
ner boots were back-breakers. 

But it was the defense that made this 
Mustang club special. In Arizona prep his- 
tory, no large school champ had yielded 
only 12 points. Guard Bill Brashears, tack- 
les Robin Moore and Perry Tsantillas, cen- 
ter Bob Swan and linebacker John Harper 
formed a stone wall Reserve guard George 
Flint later started with the Buffalo Bills. 

They skunked West Phoenix 27-0, Mesa 
20-0, Tucson High 14-0, Compton 20-0, 
Glendale 41-0, St. Mary's 26-0, Phoenix 
Tech 50-0, and Union 14-0, played before 
10,000 at Montgomery. Only Yuma, a 49-6 
victim, and a 6-6 rematch with Mesa pre- 


vented a 10 game shutout. 


Saluting the 
North High Mustangs 


1953 Arizona State Champions! 


Front row, L-R: Ron Speedling, George Flint, Will James, Don Dugan, Perry Tsantillas, John Harper, Robin Moore, Frank Armstrong, George Dukes, Les 

Tanno, Jim Merritt; Middle: Mgr. Bob Morris, Gordon Grover, Ed Mitchell, Ken Patterson, Jack Wagner, Ernie Stone, Fred Fiore, Clyde Neilson, Bob Swan, 

Ron Jacobson, Elwin Blackwater, Bill Brashears, Mgr. Dave Ganci; Back: Coach Stangeland, Randy Anderson, Jerry Robinson, Lavern Prock, Dick Kerr, 
Duane Kummer, Al Tome, Ben Anderson, Jack Denton, Ken Aycock, Jerry Molumby, Emmett Davidson, Roger Wright & Coach Coleman. 


Defeated Halfback Ranked No, 12 
California rival Kenny Aycock in final U.S.A. 
Compton High, First Team National Prep 
21-0! Prep All-American! Poll! 


Halfback Recorded 
Aycock scored 8 shutouts 
5 TDs vs in 

Glendale! 10 games! 


Sponsored by Harper's Nursery & Flower Shop 
*Phoenix *Scofttsdale “Mesa *Sun Cities 
CORPORATE OFFICE: 

1701 E. Thomas Road, Phoenix (602)264-5877 
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Detroit Lion quarterback Rodney Peete, Minnesota Viking tight end Steve Jordan, and Philadelphia Eagle 
linebacker Byron Evans were three of a record twenty-eight Arizona schoolboy products in the 
National Football League last year. 


Soaring at a Higher Level 


By Barry C. Sollenberger 


The odds are stacked against you. 
According to the National Federation 
of High School Sports, close to one 
million teenagers play high school 
football each year. Just over 40,000 
make college varsity teams. 

But only 150 of those college play- 
ers make NFL rosters. In other words, 
just to be safe, get a college education. 
Just in case the pros overlook your 
outstanding, hidden talent. 

"The odds against a high school 
senior playing football in the NFL are 
roughly 1,000 to one," says Fred Mares 
of the National Federation, located in 
Kansas City. 

To be exact, one out of every 1,233 
schoolboy players land in the NFL. 

But something is wrong in Arizona. 

According to the Arizona 
Interscholastic Association, the state's 
governing body, exactly 12,593 young- 


sters - at all levels - played 11-man 
football in 144 schools. Exactly 505 
played 8-man ball at 20 different 
schools. That's 13,098 players in 1992. 
But 28 former Arizona high school 
products played in the NFL last fall 
(see chart), a single season record for 
the Grand Canyon State. If no more 
than two drop out in 1993, and new- 
comers Michael Bates (Seattle 
Seahawks), Richard Griffith (New 
England Patriots), Kevin Miniefield 
(Detroit Lions) and Ty Parten 
(Cincinnati Bengals) hook on - not to 
mention free agents - Arizona could 


"That really surprises me. To 
have less than 200 high 
schools produce that many pro 
players is unique." 
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have 30-plus schoolboys in the NFL for 
the first time ever. 

"That really surprises me," adds 
Mares, editor of the Federation's 
national record book. "To have less 
than 200 high schools produce that 
many pro players is unique." 

All 28 players didn't graduate in the 
same year, and all 13,000 high school 
participants aren't varsity players. More 
than half were junior ity and fresh- 
men, making Arizona's mark more 
amazing. In other words, based on 
participation, Arizona should have no 
more than one dozen kids in the NFL 
in any given season. 

But they had 28 in 1992! 

"I was really surprised at football in 
the Phoenix and Tucson areas," says 
Tom Holmoe, a Stanford assistant who 
recruits Arizona. "They play great ball 
in Phoenix. One of the best football 


"They play great ball in 
Phoenix. One of the best foot- 
ball cities in the country ... It's 
just a great football state ... But 
it's no secret." 


cities in the country. Top to bottom the 
leagues are tough. It's just a great foot- 
ball state; a real fruitful area. But it's 
no secret." 

To recruiters like Holmoe, size and 
population are no barriers. Last spring, 
Stanford signed the Arizona player of 
ar, Brophy Prep running back 
Mike Mitchell, and Glendale receiver 
Alistair White, a player the Cardinal 


think is a real steal. 
"But every s 

to fit their system," adds Holmoe. 

"Because of our academic require- 


chool looks for players 


ments, we are forced to recruit nation- 
ally. Phoenix is a hot spot. In more 
ways that one." 

One local mentor who has coached 
more than his share of college material 
is Mountain Pointe's Karl Kiefer, win- 
ner of more than 200 games in the 
high school ranks. "Phoenix has grown 
such, that every year there are 10 kids, 
no less, who can play at Arizona 
State's level," insists Kiefer. "Some col- 
leges have that figured out. Some 
haven't." 

According to Gary Wright of the 
Seattle Seahawks, since the New York 


"Phoenix has grown such, that 
every year there are 10 kids, no 
less, who can play at Arizona 
State's level. Some colleges 
have that figured out. Some 
havn't." 


Giants signed Phoenix Union's Cecil 
"Brute" Mulleneaux in 1932, close to 
200 Arizona high school products have 
played professional football in Canada 
or the United States. 

Here are interesting facts regarding 
the current crop: 

# Of last year's crop of 28, only nine 
played college football at ASU; but 
that's two more than played for those 
Cats down the road... 

# More Arizona kids (28) dotted 
NFL rosters than did Sun Devils (20); 
remembering that nine played at 
ASU... 

# The Minnesota Vikings had the 


PRO PARADE 


The 28 Arizona schoolboy products in the NFL in 1992: 


QUARTERBACKS 
Rodney Peete, Detroit Lions (tucson Sahuaro) 


Mike Pagel, Los Angeles Rams (Phoenix Washington) 
WIDE RECEIVERS 


Sanjau Beach, Green Bay Packers (Chandler) 
Damon Mays, Houston Oilers (Phoenix Central) 
*Orlando McKay, Green Bay Packers (Mesa) 
TIGHT ENDS 
Steve Jordan, Minnesota Vikings (South Mountain) 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Randall McDaniel, Minnesota Vikings (Agua Fria) 
John Fina, Buffalo Bills (lucson Salpointe) 
Danny Villa, Phoenix Cardinals (Nogales) 
Warren Wheat, Seattle Seahawks (Phoenix Camelback) 
Todd Kalis, Minnesota Vikings (Phoenix Thunderbird) 
*Frank Pollack, San Francisco 49ers (Phoenix Greenway)... 
CENTERS 
Dale Hellestrae, Dallas Cowboys (Scottsdale Saguaro) 
KICKERS 
Jeff Feagles, Philadelphia Eagles (Phoenix Gerard) 
LINEBACKERS 
Byron Evans, Philadelphia Eagles (South Mountain) 
Riki (Gray) Ellison, Los Angeles Raiders (Tucson Amphi).... 
Darren Woodson, Dallas Cowboys (Phoenix Maryvale)... 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Shawn Patterson, Green Bay Packers (Tempe McClintock)... ASU 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Randy Robbins, Denver Broncos (Casa Grande) 
Brian Davis, Seattle Seahawks (Phoenix Cortez)... 


Arizona 
.Nebraska 


Manny Hendrix, San Francisco 49ers (South Mountain) .... 
Kevin Scott, Detroit Lions (Phoenix St. Mary's) 
Anthony Parker, Minnesota Vikings (Tempe McClintock). 
Phillippi Sparks, New York Giants (Phoenix Maryvale)... 
Muhammad Oliver, Denver Broncos (Phoenix North)... 
KICK RETURNER 

Vai Sikahema, Philadelphia Eagles (Mesa) 

DRAFTED NEWCOMERS 
Richard Griffith, New England Patriots (lucson Catalina) 


Kevin Miniefield, Detroit Lions (Phoenix Camelback) 
Ty Parten, Cincinnati Bengals (Scottsdale Horizon).. 
Michael Bates, Seattle Seahawks (Tucson Amphi) 


*Injured reserve 


most with four, including Pro Bowl 
players Steve Jordan (South Mountain) 
and Randall McDaniel (Agua Fria)... 

#* South Mountain, which leads the 
all-time Arizona list at 10, had the most 
last year with three: Jordan, Byron 
Evans and Manny Hendrix. Several 
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Arizona 
Arizona 


schools had two... 

# Although schools from the Mesa- 
Tempe region dominate the Class 5A 
playoffs, they don't dominate the tal- 
ent. The Phoenix Metro Region had 
more grads (9) in the NFL than both 
East Valley leagues combined (7). 


The Pioneers 


As an NFL record-crowd of 90,218 watch, Philadelphia Eagles' halfback Sonny Karnofsky (40), a former Phoenix Union High School All- 
American, skirts around end against the Green Bay Packers. The Eagles won the historic 1945 matchup, 28-21. 


In the early years prior to World 
War II, the Baby State produced more 
than its share of professional football 
players, Players who got their start in 
the Arizona schoolboy ranks. 

To no surprise, Phoenix Union High 
School was the leader. What the heck, 
the massive structure had 3,800 stu- 
dents in 1930. That year Art Johlfs of 
the National Sports News Service in 
Minneapolis rated the "Robby" 
Robinson-coached Coyotes the No. 1 
high school team in the land. 

When it came to the pro ranks, the 
name Mulleneaux was the state's early 
pioneer family. Two of four brothers, 
all who played football, started in the 
NFL. Cecil, a fullback nicknamed 
"Brute", graduated from Northern 
Arizona and played with New York, 
Pittsburgh and Green Bay. Later, broth- 
er Carl, nicknamed "Moose", a Utah 
State All-American, was the Packers' 
"other end" opposite Hall-of-Famer 
Don Hutson. Brother Ned, nicknamed 
"Nasty", did not reach the pro ranks. 
Except for older brother Robert, a 


Flagstaff High grad, they all attended 
Phoenix Union. 

In 1923, big James Oldham was a 
highly touted all-state fullback for the 
rs later he 
was an end and blocking back in the 
NEL, for the soon-to-be defunct Racine 
(Ohio) club. Tom Greenfield, who 
played for legendary coach Edgar 
"Mutt" Ford at Peoria High, was a 
Green Bay Packer center and lineback- 
er from 1939-41. 

Mesa halfback Norris Steverson 
made a name for himself at Arizona 
State, then became the Sun Devils' 
(then Bulldogs) first pro signee, joining 
the Chicago Bears in 1933, then sign- 
ing with the NFL Cincinnati Reds. 

Tucson High tackle Earle Nolan, a 
state shot put and discus champion, 
and all-state guard in 1931, played in 
both Chicago and St. Louis with the 
Cardinals. (Years later, another Badger 
great, Mike Dawson, spent seven sea- 
sons in a Cardinal uniform; 1976-82.) 

The Mulleneaux's, Oldham, 
Greenfield, Steverson and Nolan are 


powerful Coyotes. Three ye 


64 


believed to be the only Arizonans to 
play in the NFL during the Great 
Depression Years. 

It wasn't until after the war, that 
both the sport, and Arizona's involve- 
ment in it, took off. Still, social prob- 
lems, like war and race, prevented 
many great youngsters from playing at 
all. 

Outstanding players like Tucson 
High halfback Ted Bland, a one-time 
state player of the year, was killed in 
the Battle of the Bulge. Then there was 


Joe and Fred Batiste, sensational black 


athletes from Tucson High; All-America 
track & field stars who could have 
started for any college football team - 
and possibly NFL club. But the black 
barrier hadn't been broken yet. 

When the war ended professional 
football boomed. On Sept. 16, 1945, in 
Philadelphia, Abraham "Sonny" 
Karnofsky of Phoenix Union fame, a 
rookie from Arizona, scored two TDs 
in the Eagles 28-21 upset of the 
Packers, played before a then-record 
pro crowd of 90,218. 


THE TAYLOR GROUP 


Salutes Two Great Cougars! 


< 


Randy Robbins, Denver Broncos & Anthony Edwards, Phoenix Cardinals. 


Casa Grande Union High School 


Produced 10 Pinal County 


1950 Cougars averaged 
Players of the Year! 


state record 47.8 ppg.! 


16 first team Coach "Shanty" Hogan 
Arizona, all-staters! 1950 Coach of the Year! 


10 league Glenn King 1950 Arizona 
championships! scoring champion: 114 pts. 


Three state football titles: 


Marvin Wahlin 1947 state 
1950, 1953, 1958 


scoring champion: 117 pts. 


The Taylor Group 


1130 E. University, Suite 210, Tempe (602)829-3080 
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Take 


It's an overnight success story. The 
league. The franchise. The Purple Palace. 

In less than a year, the America West 
Arena has lived up to its nickname, "The 
Showplace of the Southwest." It's not hard 
to understand, considering the kind of 
events this state-of-the-are facility has host- 
ed since its opening. 

The AWA seats 15,505 for Arena 
Football. In 1992, the Arena Football 
League expanded as four new teams joined 
the show: the Arizona Rattlers, Charlotte 
Rage, Cincinnati Rockets and San Antonio 
Force. Owners of two NBA clubs joined in 
- Jerry Colangelo of the Phoenix Suns and 
Red McCombs of the San Antonio Spurs. 

Also, ESPN, the nation's premier sports 
programing channel, joined the club. In 
addition to a 60-game regular season 
schedule, an extra week was added to the 
playoffs, and eight teams qualified for post- 
season play. 

Locally, attendance at all games contin- 
ued to rise. The league average reached an 
all-time high of 12,270 fans per game in 
1992, with Arizona selling out the entire 
regular season, averaging 15,505 per game. 
The Tampa Bay Storm continued to break 
AFL records, drawing 100,460, an average 
of 20,092 per game. 

Last August, the Detroit Drive captured 
their fourth Arena Bowl title, beating the 
Orlando Predators 56-38 before 13,680 fans 
at the Orlando Arena. 

Surprisingly, only two other professional 
football legues in the United States have 
been in existence longer - the Nationa 
Football League and the American Football 
League, which merged in 1970. 

"One reason is the sport itself," claims 
Joseph O'Hara, Commissioner and 
President of the league. "Arena Football 
gives sports fans another option. It has 
hard hitting action and excitement within 
the confines of an air-conditioned arena. 
Also, rather than try and compete with the 
NFL, we enjoy a favorable relationship with 
the outdoor game." 

In 1985, Jim Foster, a professional foot- 
ball marketing management veteran, creat- 
ed the unique new game that is quite dis- 
tinct from the established outdoor game. "If 
they can play soccer indoors, why not foot- 
ball?" reasoned Foster. 

Realizing there was no room for compe- 
tition with the NFL, he decided, instead, to 
create a summertime game. In doing so, he 
applied the best of the gridiron game, with 
new and interesting twists: 50-yard field, 
eight men against eight, single platoon, 
drop kicks and rebound nets. 

In 1985, after the rise and fall of the 


a Bite Out of This 


Arizona Rattlers quarterback Paul Justin tries to fend off the rush of Charlotte's Junior 
Jackson during last May's AFL game at America West Arena. The Rage nipped the Rattlers 
49-46. (Scottsdale Progress photo by Michael Mertz) 


U 
Four teams were fielded for the league's 
inaugural season in 1987: the Chicago 
Bruisers, Denver Dynamite, Pittsburgh 
Gladiators and Washington (D.C.) 
Commandos. 

Four regular season games and the 
Arena Bowl were broadcast live on ESPN. 
Denver defeated Pittsburgh 45-16 for the 
first league championship, played before 
13,232 fans in Pittsburgh. 

That first season was more successful 
than league official expected. The average 
attendance was over 11,500 per game. 
Nationally, TV viewership was higher than 
the average rating for ESPN summer sports 


*L, Foster decided to move forward. 
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- and twice the average rating for the 
National Hockey League on ESPN. 

In Phoenix, former Dallas Cowboy and 
Arizona State quarterback Danny White 
was named as the Rattlers’ first-ever head 
coach. The Mesa Westwood product is a 
local favorite. Nathan LaDuke became the 
club's first official player. The former 
Phoenix Alhambra and Arizona State star 
was drafted earlier by the Phoenix 
Cardinals. 

Todd Shell, who won two Super Bowl 
rings with the San Francisco 49ers, was 
named defensive coordinator. The former 
Mesa Mountain View linebacker was a col- 
legiate star at BYU. 


Sun Devil Stadium 


"Home of the Fiesta Bowl, 
als w 


1993 STADIUM SCHEDULE: 


. Cards vs L.A. Rams Oct. 31 ... 


.. Cards vs Denver Nov. 6... 
. Sun Devils vs Utah Now TV .:; 


.. Cards vs Dallas Nov. 80 ... 


.. Sun Devils vs Okl. State Dec. 8... 


.. Cards vs New England Dee: 10 .«.. 
. Sun Devils vs Oregon Dec. 12... 
. Cards vs Washington Dec. 26 ... 


. Sun Devils vs Washington U. Jan. 1... 


Cards vs New Orleans 
Sun Devils vs California 
Cards vs Philadelphia 
Sun Devils vs Arizona 
Cards vs L.A. Rams 
State High School Finals 
Cards vs Detroit 

Cards vs N.Y. Giants 
Fiesta Bowl XXIII 


FEATURING 
3 SATELLITE DISHES, 2 BIG SCREENS 
and 9 ADDITIONAL TV's ... 
"Stop by and watch your favorite team." 


LARGEST SPORTS BAR IN N.W. PHOENIX! 


GO SUN DEVILS! 


721 East Dunlap * Phoenix, Arizona * (602)861-1034 


unior College Race: 
Mesa vs Glendale 


By Bart Conley 


Some things change. Some stay the 
same. Like superiority in the Phoenix 
Community College football wars each 
year. 

Like death and taxes, you can count on 
Glendale and Mesa, year-after-year. These 
two state powers are the team to beat, 
again. 

Although a look at Phoenix Metro 
Football's preseason Dandy Dozen (see 
chart) shows the top talent spread evenly, 
it's not that way from a team standpoint. 
Glendale and Mesa stand tall above the 
field. 

Last fall, Glendale managed a victory 
after two consecutive losses in the Valley 
of the Sun Bowl, as the Gauchos edged 
Fort Scott (Kan.) 29-23. The game was 
played on Thanksgiving Night in Glendale. 

Halfback Mickey Murr 
from Maryvale, finished with 23 carries, 264 


a freshman 


yards and three touchdowns. He scored on 
runs of 19, 66 and 50 yards. His effort 
broke the bowl record of 200 yards set by 
Terrell Washington of Nassau (N.Y.) in 
1987. 

"Mickey Murr: 
Scott Coach Jack Welch told the Arizona 


y is a slick player," Fort 


Republic. "He really played well. It was the 
missed tackles that really hurt us." 

"Mur 
Coach Joe Kersting said. "He played great 


ay is our big-play guy," Glendale 


the second half of the season and our 
offensive line opened some nice holes for 
him. When he gets into the secondary, he's 
dangerous." 

Only 5-8, 170-pounds, Murray runs 40 
yards in 4.5 seconds, and was one of the 
leading vote getters on the state's all-star 
team. He averaged 6.2 yards per carry, 
rushing for 1,154 yards on 185 carries and 
scoring 13 times.The Gauchos also return 
the likes of signal caller Kris Heddings (5- 
10, 185) and linebacker Steve Haynes (6-3, 
230), plus 27 other lettermen from that 7-3 
club. Heddings, in just six starts, completed 
52% of his passes for 847 yards and six 
scores. 

Arizona State transfer Jason Birdsong (6- 
1, 190), a former Cactus High all-state 


With the return of halfback Kevin Butler, after a year's absence, GCC could have the best 
backfield in the state. Two years ago, the former Eloy Santa Cruz star averaged 11 yards per 


carry (Casa Grande Dispatch). 


receiver, could make an instant impact. He 
caught a metro record 148 passes in high 
school. Center Jamie Ramos (6-1, 270) and 


tackles Jayson Blaine (6-5, 205) and J.J. 


Teichman (6-5, 265) give GCC a solid 
offensive front. 

But the Gauchos win championships on 
defense. This year's crop looks no differ- 
ent, with down linemen Jason Guerra (6-0, 
240) and Travis Thompson (6-2, 265), and 
linebackers Charles Colbert (6-0, 230) and 
Haynes forming a solid front. Speedy Ray 
Stukes (5-10, 170) is a feisty cornerback. 

It's not like the rest of the league has 
tossed in the towel. Over at Mesa, the 
Thunderbirds have championship dreams 
of their own. In fact, David Rice's talented 
crew won the state crown, but a loss to 
Glendale kept them out of a bowl. 

"We had a great year," says the former 
Glendale assistant. "Our only frustration 
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was not being in a bowl game." 
The T'birds return 37 lettermen, includ- 
ing 12 starters, but need a QB to come 
through and a secondary to toughen up 
Wideout Gilbert Grantin (6-1, 190), a 
transfer with 4.2 speed, caught 38 passes; 
11 touchdowns. Mini receivers Kearney 
Adams (25 cat.), Sam Salts (26 cat.) and 
Pete Taylor (9 cat.) take heat off Grantlin, 
one of the best in the JC ranks. Tackle Nick 
Griego (6-5, 275) and tailback Phil 
Atkerson (5-9, 190) started. All-league pick 


Jim Trischan (6-1, 275) may transfer to a 


four-year school back east. But all-league 
kicker Rodger Schenks (6-0, 190) is back 
for sure. The Mountain View product was 


22/24 on extra points; 12/22 on field goals 
(a school record), with the longest 49 
yards. 

On defense, Mesa looks toughest at end 
and linebacker. Big Maurice Lawrence (6-6, 


ig I 


240) and Jeff Paffumi (6-2, 240) take care 
of the flanks. Chris Franks (6-0, 227), Jason 
Ney (6-0, 227) and Brett Gastineau (6-2, 
240), a promising freshman from Round 
Valley, could form the linebacking unit. 
Jason Calzadillas (6-0, 190) starts in the 
secondary. 

Besides Gastineau, younger brother of 
former New York Jet all-pro Mark, another 
incoming frosh who might start is 
Brandshaw Mountain's James Richardson 
(6-2, 190), the Northern Arizona Player of 
the Year as a junior. Hurt much of last year, 
Richardson could start at three different 
positions: QB. WR. DB. 

Mesa, by no means, holds a monopoly 
on talented receivers. Over at Phoenix 
College, sophomore Rudolph James (6-0, 
175), with 4.4 speed, can play with the 
best of them, Coach John Avianantos 
hopes his newest edition can pass block, 
so the Bears receiving crew, which also 
includes speedy (4.6) Eddie Hester (5-11, 
175), can perform. 

"I feel our hard work is about to pay 
off," says Avianantos, whose club finished 
2-7. "We have a good group of young men 
with a great attitude." 

Dion Dixon (6-2, 295), Eric Winkelmann 
(6-5, 265), Brian Vanderlin (6-3, 250) and 


1993 PRE-SEASON 


.. Steve Haynes 
. Jeremy Hathcock 
Rodger Schenks 


Ken Rice (6-4, 296) are key interior line- 
men. Linebacker Eric Lichter (6-0, 238), 
nose guard Jim Wade (6-1, 255) and strong 
safety Jeremy Hathcock (5-10, 205) have 
all-star potential. So does incoming fresh- 
man Hamilton Mee (6-3, 235), an all- 
Arizona lineman from Cottonwood. 

Land Jacobsen, defensive coordinator at 
Scottsdale last year, is the school's new 
head coach. "We should be improved in all 
aspects," claims Jacobsen, whose club fin- 


Size 


...Glendale 
Scottsdale 


ished 1-8. "Depth is a concern. But we 
could surprise some people." 

Two all-league performers who are no 
surprise are nose guard Seth Cole (6-0, 
260) and offensive guard Pat Ludlow (6-1, 
265). Sophomore QB Scott Partridge (6-2, 
185) has small but capable pass catchers in 
Brian DeAngelo (5-9, 185) and Terrance 
Brown (5-11, 175). Tackles Nels Nelson (6- 
2, 270) and Greg Asken (6-4, 255) have 
size and strength. 


Glendale Community College 


Gauchos 


The 1992 Valley of the Sun 
Bowl Champions! 


"Those Who Stay Will Be Champions" 


6000 W. Olive, Glendale -85302- (602) 435-3000 
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Let's Get a Grip On It 


Cardinals’ receiver Ernie Jones (82) can't seem to handle this pass in third quarter of 27-21 loss to San Diego. Since their arrival in Phoenix, 
mistakes have taken a big toll on the ‘Cards. But last spring's draft was an A-plus (Dave Cruz photo). 


By Gary Rausch 
Tribune Sports 

No National Football League team ever 
experienced a bad draft - just ask them. 

However, outsiders haven't always been 
kind to Phoenix following the league's 
annual talent roundup. But critics were 
crowing a new song last spring. 

"Their best draft in over a decade," said 
Joel Buchsbaum, draft analyst for Pro 
Football Weekly. "It was night and day 
between what used to go on. They made 
all the right moves." 

What impressed Buchsbaum most was 
the manner in which they traded up with 
the New York Jets to get running back 
Garrison Hearst, and traded down with San 
Francisco to acquire offensive tackle Ernest 
Dye. 

"They got the guys they wanted without 
overpaying," Buchsbaum said. "There was 
talk they'd give up (first-round picks) and 
panic because they had to have Hearst. 
They saw through the smokescreens and 
made the swaps at a very reasonable cost 
to them." 

"With receiver Gary Clark, strong safety 
Chuck Cecil and quarterback Steve 
Beuerlein signed as free agents, Phoenix 


can celebrate," added USA Today. 

The Sporting News labeled the Cardinals 
"the star of the draft. Phoenix has taken 
magnificent strides toward curing its offen- 
sive woes." 

The Dallas Morning News awarded the 
Cardinals the highest grade in this year’ 
draft, an A-plus. There were numerous 
congratulatory telephone calls to the 
Cardinals complex from NFL head coaches 
general managers and personnel directors. 

"Of course you feel good about it," said 
Phoenix general manager Larry Wilson. 
"The key to any draft is getting that first 
selection. I'm sure that was a big factor. 
When you get the top player in the whole 
draft, it ought to be a pretty good draft." 

Hearst provides an uncommon threat, 
but his efforts in future seasons likely 
would be minimized without the presence 
of Dye and Ben Coleman, the club's other 
offensive tackle acquisition. And club offi- 
cials can't contain themselves over getting 
running back Ron Moore in the fourth 


round. 
"When you can get four of the top 32 
(rated picks), that's a pretty good strike," 
said head coach Joe Bugel. 
The game plan was to come away with 


one great runner, an offensive tackle and a 
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defensive lineman, or a great running back 
and two offensive linemen with the first 
three picks. 

The selection of Moore, a vaunted back 
from tiny Pittsburg State in Kansas, could 
be mildly faulted. At the juncture, a pass 
rushing specialist was the call. But the 
grades between Moore and the best avail- 
able defensive linemen were too great, 
according to Wilson. 

"I think the ones we felt that really 
could help us were gone and Moore was 
so head and shoulders above everything 
else at that time, you just couldn't make 
that reach," he said. 

With Johnny Johnson traded away, the 
Cardinals believed they needed another 


workhorse back in case Hearst goes lame 
They pointed to Moore's production, lack 


ot 


of intimidation by big-time players in post- 
season all-star games, and kic turning 
skills. 
Through the draft and free agency, 
Phoenix improved its passing game, run- 
ning game and offensive line. "I think we 
improved our offensive situation pretty dra- 


matically," Wilson said. 

The defense lost safety Tim McDonald 
to free agency, but gained defensive backs 
Cecil and John Booty. 


McClintock Chargers! 
1992 Class 5A 


Central Region Champions 
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Coach Dennis Johnson's Chargers compiled a 10-1 record, were The Phoenix Gazette's No. 1-ranked team for 
10 consecutive weeks, had 15 seniors sign college scholarships, 5 with Division | schools, 10 with junior colleges! 


All-Time 5A Champions 
Record: 238-84-3 1977, 1980 First-Team 
(739) & 1989 All-Staters! 


Seven Over 100 
NFL/USFL JC & College 
Standouts! Players! 


Sponsored by the McCLINTOCK FOOTBALL TEAM 
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SPORTS QUIZ 


SO YOU THINK YOU KNOW FOOTBALL... 


1. In 1988, what former Arizona high 
school star was second in the Heisman 
Trophy balloting to Barry Sanders? 


2. This NFL team had more Arizona 
schoolboy products (4) on its roster in 
1992 than any pro club 

a) Denver Broncos 

b) Minnesota Vikings 

c) Dallas Cowboys 

d) Philadelphia Eagles 


3. The first Arizona high school foot- 
ball coach to win 200 games was 

a) Tot Workman, Round Valley 

b) Karl Kiefer, McClintock 

c) Edgar "Mutt" Ford, Mesa 

d) Ralph Moran, Wickenburg 


4. The largest crowd (23,487) to ever 
watch an Arizona state championship 
game, matched these two schools: 

a) St. Mary's vs Brophy 

b) St. Mary's vs Apollo 

c) Mesa vs Mountain View 

d) Westwood vs Mountain View 


5. This Phoenix area high school never 
lost a football game to a California 
school in 10 meetings: 

a) Mesa 

b) Phoenix Carver 

c) Phoenix Union 

d) St. Mary's 


6. Last August, Mesa Mountain View lost 


their opener to Honolulu St. Louis in 
Hawaii. One week later, this Arizona 
school traveled to Hawaii and beat 
Waianae High, in Aloha Stadium 

a) Mesa Westwood 

b) Tucson Amphi 

c) Tucson Sabino 

d) Phoenix Brophy Prep 


7. Who is the athlete in the photo at 
right, the state player of the year in 
both football and baseball? 


8. If the farthest west an Arizona high 
school has traveled to play football is 


to Hawaii, what is the farthest road trip 


east for an Arizona school? 
a) Albuquerque 
b) Chicago 
c) Port Arthur, Texas 
d) St. Louis 


9. One of Arizona's newest high 
schools, Highland High in Gilbert, has 
the same name as an historic high 
school in this Southwestern city: 

a) Denver 

b) El Paso 

c) Las Vegas 

d) Albuquerque 


10. True or false? Tempe McClintock's 
1992 club had more major division (5) 


We're Worth Our Salt... 
And A Whole Lot More 


The Freshest Seafood In Town 


THE SALT CELLAR RESTAURANT 


550 North Hayden, Scottsdale 
(602) 947-1963 


This former great Arizona schoolboy star 
was the state player of the year in two 
sports. 
and junior college (10) football signees 
than Texas 5A champ Temple. 


11. The first official pro football player 
was 

a) Jim Thorpe, Carlisle 

b) "Red" Grange, Illinois 

c) "Pudge" Heffelfinger, Yale 

d) George Gipp, Notre Dame 
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service (Str' vis) v. 
1. The act of anticipating the needs of a guest 


and routinely satisfying those needs in advance. 
See Also: THE KARSTEN GOLF COURSE AT ASU 


Definitive Service! 


GOLF COURSE 


921-8070 


1125 E. Rio Salado Parkway 
Tempe, Arizona 85281 


Come to the game and enjoy the hot dogs. 


Here’s to athletes who do “whatever it takes” to get the job done. From a bank that does the same. 
Bank One. Stop by or call us at 248-0608. Outside Phoenix call 1-800-877-0608. 


BANK=ONE. 
Whatever it takes: 
One, Arizona, NA. 


Bank 
Member FDIC 
©1993 BANC ONE CORPORATION 


